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AVING inſtituted the Suit againſt Captain 
. Inglefield, which gave Riſe to the Proceed- 
ings publiſhed in the following Pages. /olely for 
the Purpoſe of clearing my Character to the 
World and my Children ; I ſhould not think the 
Intention compleatly anſwered, unleſs I laid before 
the Public a Refutation of certain Charges and 
Reports, Captain Inglefield and his Friends have 
moſt induſtriouſly circulated to my Prejudice, 
which, not. being judicially exhibited, could not be 
judicially refuted. I have been accuſed of Inde- 
cencies too groſs, as my Friends inform me, to be 
repeated; but of ſuch Accuſations, I am convinced, 
I ſhall ſtand thoroughly acquitted, even by the moſt 
prejudiced againſt me, when they have read the fol- 
| lowing Publications; but ſhould there then remain 
any, ſo firmly attached to Captain Inglefield's re- 
puted Veracity, as ſtill to believe the infamous Tranſ- 
actions related of me, I recommend them to be 
ſilent; ſuch Conduct will not only conceal their 
Weakneſs, but preyent further Reflections on their 
Friend's Honour; for, however great their Friend- 
ſhip may be for Captain Inglefield, however they 
may reſpe& him for Veracity, they cannot, in the 
utmoſt Fervour of their Zeal, advance one Argu- 
ment to convince the Public that it is conſiſtent 
with the Spirit of a Man of Honour, or the Feel- 
ings of an injured Huſband, to ſtand a tacit, tame 
Spectator to the groſſeſt Indecencies, ſhort of 
I Adultery* « 
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Adultery, a Wife can be guilty of, and yet keep 


about his Perſon, the Servant whom he knew to be 
the Object of his Wife's libidinous Deſires ; ſuch 
Conduct is a Degradation the Man of Honour 
would ſhudder at; yet, had I been guilty of the 
vile Indecencies laid to my Charge, Captain Ingle- 
field muſt have ated (if his Friends ſay true) that 
ignominious Part; for, during the many Months 
it is ſaid I vainly ſolicited the Black to commit 
Adultery, Captain Inglefield retained him as his 
Valet, without taking the leaſt Notice of the groſs 
Indecencies pretended to have paſſed between us, 
although he 1s-reported to have been an occular 
Witneſs to the moſt nauſeous Tranſactions: But 
if (as his Advocates ſay) he concealed his Know- 
ledge of my Infamy, for the Purpoſe of detecting 
me in a Situation that would have infured a Di- 
vorce, It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe he would have 
made ſome Perſon or Perſons acquainted with his 
Defign, whom he might produce in the Commons, 
if neceſſary, as Evidence of my Infidelity. Where 
is the Friend to whom Captain Inglefield commu- 
micated, prior to December, 1784, what he pro- 
feſſes to have ſeen ?—Had he no Friends to divulge 
thoſe poignant Diſtreſſes the occular Witneſs to my 
Infamy might be ſuppoſed to give rife to, and 
Which he has ſo well diſplayed and ranted away on 
Paper, from the mere pretended Receipt of an 
anonimous Letter? Were there none, among the 
many Servants who lived with me in twelve or 
fourteen Months, whom he could make a Confi- 
dent of, for the Purpoſe of watching my Actions? 
His Friends 1 97 gy M*Carthy, and it muſt be 
acknowledged, he is the only Friend to whom 


Captain Inglefield ever imparted Suſpicions inju- 
riqus to my Character; he is the only Confident 
the Captain's fictitious Jealouſy placed to watch 
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my Actions; and the only Perſon to whom the 
Black was named as an Object of his Jealouſy ?— 
This M Carthy, or Mr. M'Carthy, as Doctor 
Wynne politely calls him, is by Birth an Inſhman, 
and by Religion (if any) a Roman Catholic; this 
Man, unable to write, and, moſt like, as unable to 
read, was raiſed from the Station of Common 
Sailor to the Appointment of Captain Inglefield's 
Steward, and then ſelected to be, in this Buſineſs, 
his Friend and Confident ; but even this favourite 
Tool was unacquainted with his Benefactor's feigned 
Suſpicions, till it was thought proper to employ. 
him as an Engine to ſupport the cruel Charges 
laid againſt me: how well M*Carthy has acquitted 
himſelf, the following Pages will ſhew. 

There are a Sort of very good Kind of People 
(as the Phraſe runs) whoſe Delight, nevertheleſs, 
conſiſts in hearing, 1 NIN and relating Slander; 
theſe People have ſeized, with ſuitable Ran- 
cor, have improved on K Gppornig Captain 
Inglefield's Flay res have given them, to gra- 

tify their darling Paſſion ; they have, with incredi- 
ble Glee of Pleaſure and "Audacity, aſſerted, that I 
not only have had a Child ſince my Separation 
from Captain Inglefield, but alſo one before I was 
married: It is furprizing their Slander ſhould ſtop. 
here, for they. might, with equal Tyuth, have 
aſſerted, that I had juſt recovered from a Lying - in, 
when Captain Inglefield returned from the Ship- 
wreck ; this Stretch of Imagination would have 
compleated the Meaſure of my Iniquity, and their 
malicious Enjoyment : However, the following 
Publications muſt oblige theſe good Sort of Peo- 
— to ſeek ſome other Victim to indulge their 

2 rit, for they cannot © keep their 
* ongues = evil ſpeaking, lying, and flander-. 
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* It has been ſtrongly reported, that after the 
Black had made a ſolemn Recantation in the Com- 
mons, of the Falſehoods he had before ſworn and 
uttered againſt me, he repented of ſo doing, abid- 
ing by his firſt Declaration; ſuch Report could 
only be fabricated for the Purpoſe of wiping off 
(if poſſible) the indelible Stain Web's Recantation 
had fixed on Captain Inglefield's Character: This 
Stratagem might, for a Time, in ſome Degree an- 
| ſwer the Inventor's Intentions, but is now no 
longer uſeful, and remains one of the many Aſſer- 
tions, which have been declared, with Confidence, 
to be true, that Time only has proved falſe. | 
Mr. Inglefield charges me with Extravagance, 
and, to ſupport the Charge, avers I ſpent £400 per 
Annum while he was abroad; and meanly hands 
about the Mantua-maker's Bill, of {6 145. 6d. 
for making ſix Linen Gowns ſince his Return, 
| though they were made at the Warehouſe, by his 
- own Deſire, and he Preſent, as far as my Recol- 
lection ſerves, when the Orders for them were 
- RM given. 

I muſt do Mr. Inglefield the Juſtice to ſay, that 
when he parted from me, to go to the Weſt Indies, 
he placed an vnlimitted Confidence in my ¶Æco- 
nomy ; he preſcribed no Bounds to my Expence, 
as is l by his Agent's Depoſition; and, I 
may ſurely- conclude, when he came home he was 
ſatisfied I had not betrayed his Confidence, as he 
never, in the moſt diſtant Manner, ſuggeſted the 

' Money received from his Agent to have been ex- 
travagant, until after our unhappy Separation had 
taken Place: This leads me to conclude, that the 
aſſumed Alteration of his Sentiments aroſe from 
Motives of Policy :—He had heard from all Quar- 
ters that, in his Abſence, I had lived a retired, pru- 
dent Life, and bore an unexceptionable good Cha- 

| wr racter; 
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racter; he might think it his Intereſt to counteract 
ſuch Reports, leaſt their Prevalence might induce. 
the World to think favourably of me, and hence, 
rue ſetting on Foot Enquiries which might fruſ- 
te his projected Scheme: — Extravagance was 
666 only Charge he could advance againſt me, 
ith the leaſt Appearance of its being well found- 
ed; it was therefore brought forward, and, to give 
Colour to the Accuſation, excluſive of his own 
Aſſertions, his Agent depoſes, that from October, 
1780, to December, 1782, he ſupplied me with Mo- 
ney to the Amount of (765, beſides which, he fur- 
ther depoſes (ſee his Depoſition in the Appendix) I 
received {240 as Dividends due on Stocks, which 
Mr. Inglefield poſſeſſed in the Funds. It may wear 
the Appearance of Arrogance, to oppoſe the Me- 
morandums made by me, of the Monies I had 
received from the Agent, to his folemn Depoſition ; 
nevertheleſs, IJ. muſt aver, that according to my 
Account, I have received no more than 47 3o, the 
Difference is too ſmall to dwell upon, therefore 
will admit myſelf accountable for the £765 ; but 
to the next Article I cannot behave ſo complaiſant. 
Mr. Inglefield had no Property in the Funds, from 
which I received Dividends ; and this flat and po- 
ſitive Contradiction to the Agents Evidence, if 
falſe, he, or any one, can moſt eaſily refute by in- 
ſpecting the Dividend Book of the Funds this 
240 Intereſt is ſaid to ariſe from, T received, in 
Mr. Inglefield's Abſence, from Mr. Wright, { 180, 
being the Amount of the Intereſt due on the For- 
tune left to me by my Father, which Money Mr. 
Wright, as Truſtee and Executor to my Father's 
Will, received and paid to me, by Order of Mr. 
Inglefield, in his Abſence ; this, added to what I 
received from the Agent, make a Sum of £945; 
previous to accounting for the — 
TIT, a 4 his 
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this apparent extravagant Sum, I muſt examine 
—_ Paſſage in this worthy Agent's Depoſition; 
he ſays, © he believes ſhe allowed her Mother £60 
per Annum: What his Belief may be, I ca 
* ſay, but it muſt appear very ſingulgr to every o 
4 that in the many Years intimate Acquaintance, 
4} forth in his Depoſition (fee Appendix) that 
A ſhould not know, that my Mother lived on an in- 
. 1 dependant Fortune left to her by my Father; and 
% that Captain Inglefield's Father died inſolvent, 
50 leaving his Widow, Captain Inglefield's Mother, 
AM in diſtreſſed Circumſtances : - Theſe are Truths 
well known to many in Deptford, Greenwich, and 
its Neighbourhodd, and it is equally as well known, 
that the Annuity of {60 was paid by me to Captain 
Inglefield's Mother, not to mine : The Reaſons 
for allowing this Annuity will hereafter appear. 

I have condeſcended to permit myſelf to ſtand 
accountable for (945, from which ſubtract ewo 
Year's Annuity paid to Captain Inglefield's Mo- 
ther, and there will remain {825 ; on firſt view, 
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* this Sum appears to juſtify the Charge againſt me, 
iy but when it was brought by Captain Ingleficld, he 
1 artfully concealed the Incumbrances, and the beedy 
Fr Circumſtances I was left under when he quitted 
17 Greenwich; theſe I muſt here, in my own Juſtifi- 
1 cation, diſcloſe: On December 27, 1773, I was 


married to Mr. Inglefield, at that Time a Lieu- 
i) tenant in the y on Half Pay; previous to our 


Marriage, he had aſſured myſelf. and Mother, that 
he had {400 in the Hands of his Friend and Re- 
1 lation, Mr. Slade, then abroad ; but fo far was this 
| from being true, that jt afterwards appeared, that 
4 Captain Inglefield, at the Lime mentioned, owed 
* Mr. Slade a conſiderable Sum of Money. 


x In January, 1774, Mr. Inglefield was appointed 
tf Lieutenant, on board the Marlborough; after that 
4 8 | unfortunate 


\ 


FF nan EF A. GY vil 


unfortunate Ship was blown up, he was removed 
to the Courageux, and in the Year 1779, was ap- 
pointed to the Command of the Lively Cutter; 
from the Time of our Marriage, to this laſt Pro- 
motion, we had had no other Income than what his 
Pay afforded and my Fortune of £9o per Annum. 
n this Period my two eldeſt Daughters were born 
Part of the Time we lived in a Houſe of eighteen 
Guineas per Annum Rent; when Captain ing 
field perceived ce be incumbent on him to aſſiſt 
h 


his indigent Mothep, it became neceſſary to retrench 
as much as poſſibl, our Expences : with this View, 
we determined to take a Houſe of leſs Rent. My 
Mother; perceiving the narrow Circumſtances we 
were in, and knowing we could not afford to hire 
a Houſe ſuitable to our Family, benevolently in- 
vited us to one of her Cottages, in which we lived 
upwards of two Years, Rent free. While Mr, 
Inglefield was Commander of the Lively Cutter, 
he took ſeveral ſmall Prizes, and had the Food 
Luck to capture a Veſſel laden with Tea, by which 
he realized about £700 or £750: On the Strength 
of this valuable Prize, Mr. Inglefield, at Michael- 
mas, 1780, took a Houſe at Greenwich, of {27 
per Annum, and immediately after went on a 
Cruize; within fix Weeks, he was appointed to 
the Command of the Barfleur, which failed almoſt 
directly for the Weſt Indies. Mr. Inglefield was 
very ſenſible, that hitherto our Poverty would not 
afford us to furniſh a Houſe of the Rent we had 
zuſt moved into, and that the neceſſary Cloathings, 
&c. &c. &c. for our Family (now conſiſting of 
myſelf and three Children) had been very ſcantily 
fupplied ; this will appear obvious to any one who 
will reflect on the Narrowneſs of our Income (A 
Lieutenant's Pay and {go per Annum.) Mr. 
Inglefield, before he left England, authorized me 
to furniſh the Houſe, and provide myſelf and Fa- 
| K 
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mily with the Neceffaries that were ſo much want- 
ed; but intimated a Deſire, not to do this till the 
enſuing Spring, as he had been in ſome Meaſure 
diſappointed in his Expectation of poſſeſſing the 
Produce of his Tea Prize, by his particular Friend 
having requeſted to borrow of him £600 ; this 
Requeſt Mr. Inglefield could not refuſe, and on 
his going Abroad, depoſited in my Hands his 
Friend's Acknowledgement for the Loan, with 
ſtrict Injunctions that I ſhould not divulge the Na- 
ture of what was in my Poſſeſſion (unleſs he died) 
and then I muſt, for myſelf and Children's Sake, 
enforce the Claim, | 

I have mentioned, in a preceeding Paragraph, 
that Mr. Inglefield thought proper to allot Part of 
his Income towards the Support of his Indigent 
Mother: It is neceſſary, to the Illuſtration of this 
Fae, that I ſtate the Cauſe of her Dependence on 


Mr. Inglefield's Father was a Quarterman, in 
his Majeſty's Yard, at Deptford ; he died conſide- 
rably in Debt ; his Widow (Mr. Inglefireld's Mo- 
ther) was Sifter to the late Commiſſioner, Sir 
Thomas Slade, who, in Compaſſion to his Siſter's 
Situation, was pleaſed to allow her £30 per Year : 
this Penſion, after Sir Thomas's Death, was gene- 
rouſly continued by his Son, till the Year 1777, 
when, for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, it was 
withdrawn. On the ceaſing of this Annuity, Cap- 
tain Inglefield found it neceſſary to aſſiſt his Mo- 
ther, and exprefting his Uneaſineſs thereat, from a 
Senſe that our Income conld but illy afford a Di- 

« minution; I offered to diſcharge one of my Maid 
Servants, then keeping two, to enable him the 
better to fulfil his Filial Duty; the Offer was 
chearfully accepted, and I found no Repugnance 
in living, on ſuch an Occaſion, with one Maid, 

| though 
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though I had two, and afterwards, three Children 
to rake Care of for a ſhort Time, without any 
other Aſſiſtance. | | 

Captain Inglefield was abſent from Greenwich, 
two Years, two Months, and ten Days; on his 
Return to England, he had not, to the beſt of my 
Recollection, a Sixpence to pay on my Account, 
except one Quarter's Rent, and one Quarter's 


Schooling for my eldeſt Daughter, the Quarters 


being nearly expired when he came home. 

From this faithful Relation of our Circumſtances 
it is clear, that from the Time Captain Inglefield 
left me, I had to pay Houſe Rent and Taxes, Re- 
pairs, and the Expences incidental to moving, to- 


gether with new Furniture, and Houſehold Linen 


(Articles we were much in want of) alſo to main- 


tain my two eldeſt Children in Board and Educa- 


tion, and my youngeſt at . Nurſe; to theſe Ex- 
pences are to be added, Servants Wages, and 
Cloaths for myſelf and three Children, two of 
whom were fitted up to appear fuitable to Captain 
Inglefield's Rank, and ſent, for the firſt Time, to a 
Boarding School. When the Reader has made an 


Allowance for theſe neceſſary Expences, and ſub- 


tracted that from the Money I received, I flatter 
myſelf he will acquit me of Extravagance ; and 
when he further takes into Conſideration, that I 
then had to maintain, with the remaining Money, 
my Family, conſiſting of myſelf, two Maids, and 
my Children in the Holydays, and, almoſt con- 
ftantly, one or other of Mr. Inglefield's Siſters, 
and, frequently, his Brother in Law, Mr. Thomp- 
fon ; the Latter I readily acknowledge made fre- 
8 Preſents to indemnify me, as he pro- 
eſſed, for the additional Expence I incurred from 
his Viſits; the Frequency of thoſe gave him full 
Opportunity narrowly to obſerve my Conduct; and 
"TY 8 a as 
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4 as an additional Teſtimony of its Propriety, I fhall 


take the Liberty to tranſcribe a Paragraph from 
the firſt of his Letters, written in Anſwer to my 
1 Application to him, requeſting his friendly Aſſiſt- 
i ance in my Diſtreſs: 
| * ] can give you but little Comfort, from being 
<« ignorant of the Springs which has given Occa- 
« ſion to your Huſband's Jealouſy ; but I muſt 
think it ſtrange, that a Woman, whoſe Beha- 
, viour, during the Time her Huſband was a- 
broad, was exemplary and praiſe-worthy, ſhould 
* now, when he is preſent with her, be ſuſpected 
Ai « of a criminal Correſpondence with any one, 
= - much leſs with a black Man; on which Idea, I 
135 « ſhould think, a Woman of any Senſibility would 
1 e ahhor the Thoughts of.” 
| Soon after Mr, Ingteficld Return to England, 
| | he received from my Truſtee, under my Fathers 
Mi * — £3oo and nds, in Right of "Tring my 
1 This Money came to me in Conſr- 
= of. ay Sather bequeathing to a Son by a 
Wife, £30 per Annum, on Condition, that 
i it was not claimed within ten Years, it ſhould 
deyolve to me: The young Man having been 
many Years dead, the Legacy became my Right. 
Hence, I was not in the Poſſeſſion of {120 per 
Annum, till Mr. Inglefield came home from the 
Weſt Indies. In about three Months after his Re- 
turn, he was appointed to the Command of the 
Scipio, afterwards ſtationed as Guard Ship, at 
Sheerneſs: He then thought it incompatible with 
his Duty (perhaps more with his Inclination or 
Defign) to live at Greenwich, therefore took a 
Houle at Singlewell, near Graveſend, 1 accom- 
panyed him there; and cannot but now obſerve, 
thar from this Change of Reſidence, I date the 
Commencement of my Misfortuness When we 


were 
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were ſettled 'at Singlewell, I was, for the firſt 
Time in my Life, Eighteen Miles apart from my 
Greenwich Friends; in Lieu of their Company; 
which I had been accuſtomed to for Years, I was 
ſurrounded by Strangers, in a Situation ſo retired, 
that the few who honoured me with their Viſits, 
lived at no leſs than two Miles Diſtance from our 
Dwelling: As I had been uſed to a recluſe Life, 
I could have been happy in this lonely Situation, 
rovided Mr. Inglefield had given me, whety ar 
Linkate, his Company ; but Buſineſs or Pleaſure 
too frequently depriving me. of that Gratification, 
I could nor be even comfortable ; particularly when 
I found the honorary and compaſſionate Diſtinc- 
tions, by which Captain Inglefield's Conduct arid 
Misfortunes were noticed; had given Birth to Ideas 
| wc of my_ Happineſs; when I found he 
ut-ſtop!—T write this Preface to vindicate 

my own Character, in ſo doing, I mean not to cri- 
minate his more — Juſtification of my own 
renders eventually neceſſary. | 
Since my Separation from Captain Inglefield, I 
have been informed, from unqueſtionable Autho- 
rity, that he has repreſented me to be fond of a re- 
tired Life, and low Company: I confeſs to have 
acquired, by Habit, a Predilection for Retirement, 
but low Company has ever been my Averfion. I 
had good Reaſon to conclude my Partiality for a 
"recluſe Life was not diſagreeable to Captain Ingle- 
field, as my Dreſs was rarely ſuited to appear in 
public, conſiſtent with his Rank and Station ; 1 
could therefore ſeldom accept (which met with his 
Approbation) the Invitations I was honoured with ; 
yet Captain Inglefield has thought proper to apo- 
gize for theſe unintentional Incivilities, by inſi- 
nuating my Diſinclination for Company, and my 
natural Shyneſs, or, as he has ſomewhere expreſſed 


it, 
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it, my Mauvais Honte. Theſe acknowledged Traits 
of my Character, ſurely ill accord with the Charge 
of Extravagance, and the infamous Behaviour 1 
have been accuſed of. | 

Captain Inglefield has infinuated in the public 
Papers, that my Readineſs io conſult Mr. Mills 
was unbecoming and indelicate: the following Re- 
cital of Facts will filence even Detraction herſelf 

On the 24th of December, 1784, my Mother 
received a Letter from Captain Inglefield, announ- 
cing his Intentions of never ſeeing me more, I was 
then at her Houſe, in hourly Expectation of being 
Joined by him, to ſpend together the Chriſtmas, at 
Greenwich. Immediately, I had ſufficiently reco- - 
vered the Agonies, the reading this Letter threw 
me into, I went to his Agents, from whoſe Houle, 
I underſtood, the Letter had been ſent; on my 
Arrival, the Servant ſaid, Captain Inglefield was 
dinirg with his Maſter; I was put into a Room, 
little ſhort of Diſtraction, where Albert Innes, and 
his Lady came to me, they both aſſured me Cap- 
tain Inglefield was gone down to the Ship, and that 
they knew not the Contents of the Letter which 
had ſo viſibly agitated me. I returned to Green- 
wich, and ſpent the enſuing Night in Diſtreſs not 
to be deſcribed. 

On the following Day, I received three Letters 
from Captain Inglefield, fraught with bitter Invec- 
tives, and unjuſtly branding me with Infamy ; theſe 
adding to my Diſtreſs of Mind, I funk into Hy- 
ſterics ; my Mother, alarmed at my Situation, tent 
for Relief ro Mr. Mills, but not requiring his At- 
tendance (from not chuſing to divulge the Cauſe of 
my Diſtreſs); Mr. Mills only ſent me what he 
thought proper, from the Servant's Deſcription of 
my- apparent Illaeſs. In the Afternoon my 24 
1 | er, 


} * 
. N NF e Kit 


ther, finding her conſolatory Advice and Endear- 
ments made bur little Impreſſions on me, and that 
I was miſerably dejected, and almoſt deſponding, 
conceived that the Converſation of a pious Clergy- 
man might relieve me, ſhe therefore ſent ti Gen- 
tleman who has lived many Years in Greenwich, 
and who always has born the reſpectable Character 
ſuitable to his clerical Function; while this Gen- 
tleman was ſitting and diſcourſing on the Subject 
of my Unhappineſs, Mr. Mills came to viſit me, 
in Conſequence of a ſecond Meſſage ſent to him 
by my Mother; I then, by the Recommendation 
of the Reverend Gentleman, and Perſuaſions"of 
my Mother, related to Mr. Mills, in general 
Terms, the Cauſe of my Illneſs, and at the Time 
implored his Advice. But if, immediately on the 
Receipt of Captain Inglefield's Letters, I had 
ſought Mr. Mills, and communicated to him their 
Contents, and at the Time craved his Aſſiſtance to 
extricate me from my Diſtreſs, ſurely, not the leaſt 
Shadow of Blame could be thrown on me, circum- 
ſtanced as I was, for ſuch a Conduct. ; 

The retired Manner in which I had been Edu 
cated and lived, afforded but little Opportunity to 
make Friends, or even Acquaintance ; and of the 
few I had gained, I was ſenſible there were none 
Mr. Mills excepted) on whoſe Judgement I could 
ufficiently rely, to be guided by their Advice how 
to act in my important and wretched Situation, or 
who would interfere in the unhappy Difference, 
further than Murmurs of Pity for the cruel Ufage 
J had received; to whom then could I apply for 
Aſſiſtance with more Propriety than Mr. Mills; a 
Gentleman whom I had reſpected for many Years, 
who had aſſiduouſly attended my Father in his laſt 
painful Illneſs, and has ſince attended my Mother, 
Children, and myſelf (till I left Greenwich) in 
! every 
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every Caſe that has required his profeſſional Aſſiſt- 
ance ; happy in Matrimony, and the Father of fix 
Children : My Gratitude here prompts me pub- 
licly to thank him for the repeated Acts of Friend- 
ſhip he has ſhewn to me and my Children; but 
I ſhall refrain from attempting to obey its Dic- 
rates, as no Words can do Juſtice to the overflow- 
ing of a grateful Heart. - | | 

From this Recital of Facts, I truſt there is na 
Room to cenſure me for conſulting Mr. Mills. 

Mr. Inglefield's having continually aſſerted that 
my little Girl had declared to him, ſhe had ſeen 
her Mama kiſs the Black, has led many to doubt 
my Innocence, who before did me the Juſtice to 
ſuppoſe me free from Guilt. | 

When I firſt heard of this untrue Aſſertion, my 
Davghter, four Years and a Half old, was with me, 
in the Chriſtmas Hollidays, at my Mother's, and 
was there frequently queſtioned, by my Friends, if 
ſhe had ever ſeen the alledged Indecency ; to which 
ſhe as conſtantly replied, No; and has ſince told 


the artful Manner by which fhe was lead to aſſiſt 


in ſupporting the Accuſations againſt me : While 
ſhe was on a Viſit to a Lady of amiable | Manners 
and undoubted Veracity, whoſe Name I am not 
here at Liberty to mention, ſhe frequently played 
with a black Boy (a Servant) about twelve Years 
old ; and, one Day, in the Courſe of her Play, was 
obſerved to kiſs him, for which ſhe was taken to 
taſk by the Lady, who, in reprimanding her, point- 


_ edly ſaid, Fic, Miſs Inglefield, what, kiſs a 


« Black! are you not aſhamed to do to, did you 
© ever ſee any one kiſs a black Boy? The Child 
cried very much, and ied, ſhe had kiſſed him 

ever ſeen me guilty of 
ſuch Indecorum, her little Tongue, on this Otea- 
ſion, would have immediately betrayetime, 


But, 
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it a” Man is baſe enough to ſeduce his Servant, be- 
tween eighteen and nineteen, to ſwear to what is 
not true, can it be wondered, that he ſhould make 
his own Child; between four and five, to prattle 
whatever may ſuit his Purpoſc, efpecially if, in his 
Carriage to his Children, he has paid fo little Re- 
gard to Religion and Morality, as to teach and de- 
light to hear them ſwear and blaſpheme, in Imita- 
tion of the poor ignorant Sailors under his Com- 
mand. 

It is worthy Obſervation that the is the only 
Child who (pending the Suit) has been removed 
from any Intercourſe with me and my Friends.— 
Early in the February tollowing Mr. Inglefield's 
Rupture with me, ſhe was. placed upwards. of 
eighty Miles from me, and detained againſt my 
Conſent, and in direct Violation of a ſolemn Promiſe, 
under the Care of Mr. Inglefield's Siſter and Bro- 
ther in Law, who, like Macklin's Man of the World, 
bowing with all Sychephantic Obſequiouſne/s to the 
great Man, their Brother, the Captain, have, with 
unpardonable Indelicacy, cheriſhed and ſupported ' 
my dear Child in the unaginary Recoll=<tion of 
her Mother's Indecencies. 

I have been much chagrined to hear, that ſome 
of thoſe who wiſhed me well, have thought me 
wrong in taking my Children, and ſecreting them 
in the Manner 1 did; yet, I hope {heir Sentiments 
in this Reſpect, will be altered, whed they have 
conſidered, with due Allowance to a Parent's 
Anxiety, the Circumſtances which led me to this 
(in their Opinion) imprudent Meaſure. 

One of the firſt Conſiderations that ſuggeſted 
itſelf, when I had received Information that John 
Webb had recanted the Falſchoods he had uttered 
againit me, and withed to relieve his diſtracted 


Mind, by revealing the Truth in a Court of 
b Juſtice 
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Juſtice, and when I knew proper Meaſures were 
taking to produce him at the Commons for this 
Purpoſe—One of the firſt Conſiderations, I ſay, 
that ſuggeſted itſelf, was, what Conduct Captain 
Inglefield would probably purſue, when he per- 
ceived his Scheme detected, and likely to be ex 
poſed : I apprehended, that Shame and Indigna- 
tion would immediately actuate his high Spirit, 
and feared, that he might, in the Height of theſe 
Paſſions, quit England, and, in Revenge, take 

15 Children, to place them, as he had 
threatened, © in a diſtant Quarter of the Globe, 
« that I might fee them no more.” Big with 


theſe Apprehenſions, I reſolved to have my Chil- 


dren under my own Protection, accordingly, I 
carried them to my Retreat, where they remained 


three Months; during this Time, every Branch of 


their Education was duly attended to. 


When Captain Inglefield had ſerved me with an 
. Habzas Corpus to produce my Children, I took the 
. earlieſt Opportunity to obey the Mandate, and 
appeared before the Right Honourable Judge 

Willes: My attorney ſtated to his Lordſhip, the 

Reaſons that induced me to fecret them, and pro- 


duced Vouchers ſufficient to ſatisfy his Lerdſhip 
that my Apprehenſions were juſtifiable : therefore, 


bis Lordſhip was pleaſed to order, that my Chil- 


dren ſhould be returned from whence they had 
been taken, with. Injunctions, that they ſhould re- 
main there until the laſt Day of the enſuing Term, 
with Leave for each Party to viſit them at reaſon- 


able Hours, and to apply, in the mean Time, 


if they thought proper, to the Court of King's 


Bench. 


On the Cloſe of the Term, Mr. Bearcrok moved 


the Court, in my Behalf, to have the Order of the 


Right Honourable Judge Willes formed into a 
| | | Rule: 
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Rule: The Judges, having heard Mr. Bearcroft's 
Plea, and having examined the Affidavits and 
other Papers, adduced in ſupport of the Motion, 
were pleaſed to extend the Order to the firſt 
Day of the enſuing Term, viz. January 23d, in 
orm of a Rule of Court, with Injunction, that 
Mr. Inglefield ſhould then ſhew Cauſe why that 
Rule ſhould not be made abſolute. — On the 25th - 
of January, Mr. Erſkine, in behalf of Mr. Ingle- 
field, addreſſed the Court to prevent the Rule from 
being made abſolute: The Court, on his Appli- 
cation, refuſed any further Interference, on the 
Ground, that a Father was by Law entitled to the 
Poſſeſſion of his own Children, but on Abuſe of 
this Power, the Mother might apply for Remedy 
to the Court. Hence, the Sou did not examine 


- % 


the Affidavits prepared. 
Some of my Niend, informed me, early in the 
Summer 1785, Mr. Inglefield had Aug them, 
« That my Trial was over, and that my Infamy 
« was completely eſtabliſhed.” — The following 
Publications will effectually evince the Falſhood of 
this Aſſurance, and, I truſt, will equally convince 
the Public, that the putting off the Cauſe, in No- 
vember, 1785, was not (as has been moſt umuſtly 
reported) owing to me: So far indeed was I from 
wiſhing to procraſtinate the Buſineſs, that I applied 
early in November, to my Proctors, earneſtly en- 
treating they would bring the Cauſe to be argued 
with al poſſible Diſpatch ; they aſſured me, with 
great Politeneſs, they would uſe their Endeavours 
to bring the Proceſs to an immediate Concluſion. 
Some little Time after. this, they gave me to un- 
derſtand Mr. Inglefield had given Notice, he was 
Preparing freſh Allegations, and in Conſequence of 
this Notice, the Suit could not be determined that 
Term; the Practice of their Courts allowing Mr. 
21 b 2 Inglefield 
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Inglefield till the firſt Day of the enſuing Term, 
5 viz. January 23d, 17 86, to d and bring the 
3 Allegations in; I was therefore under the Neceſſity 
6: | of ſubmitting to this Procraſtination. On the 18th 
A | of January, Captain Inglefield produced his freſh 
2 Allegations; I ſoon after had the Pleaſure to hear, 
5 0 that he did not mean to throw any more Impedi- 
* ment in the Way, to the Cauſe being argued; yet, 
* as there were many freſh Witneſſes to be examined, 
. a in Conſequence of theſe laſt Charges, the Cauſe 

jl could not be heard before the next Eaſter Term. 
From this faithful Statement of Facts, the Public 


w1ll fee that a legal Adjudication could not, by me, 
have been earlier obtained. What I conjecture to 
have been Mr. Inglefield's Intentions, in procraſti- 
nating the Buſineſs, I ſhall here forbear to mention, 
but muſt confeſs, the producing the laſt Allega- 
tions, has done me ſignal Service; without them J 
could not have laid before the Court the Evidence, 
that fully proves Webb's Confeſſion to be unex- 
peed and unſolicited on my Part, and perfectly 
voluntary and the Effects of Remorſe of Conſcience 
on his. | 

Some. impartial People Have argued, that my 
Mother's Houſe ſhould have been my Aſylum, 
and have cenſured me for quitting it; I readily ac- 
knowledge that a Parent's Houſe ſhould be the 
Reſuge for an innocent unfortunate Child in Diſtreſs ; 
and I ſhould have thought myſelf happy under my 
Mother's Roof, could J have remained there unno- 
ticed by all, except my Friends; but as this could 
not be, from Mr. Inglefield's frequent Viſits at 
Greenwich, I was under a Neceſſity, for my own 
Repoſe, of quitting the Place.—It is eaſy for the 
Humane to conceive, that after the Shock I had 
ſuſtained, and the anxious and agitated State of 
Mind I had ſince continually laboured-under, that 

| * my 
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my Health and Spirits muſt have been conſiderably 
impaired ; in Fact, they were fo, and to reſtore 
them, Air and Exerciſe were recommended; but 
how could I partake of theſe Benefits at Green- 
wich? Mr. Inglefield was frequently at his Siſter's, 
he viſited ſome Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood, 
apd paraded about the Town with his ufual Effron- 

I] was always liable to meet him, either in 
5 Walks, or in going to and fro from Green- 
wich to London in the Stage Coach; in either 
Way, the Meeting would have been to me highly 
diſtreſſing 

Although I had been free from all Apprehen- 
ſion of encountering Mr. Ingleffeld, I could nor 
diveſt myſelf of the very unpleaſing Idea, that 
many pointed at me, as I paſſed the Streets, for a 
guilty Woman: I was lead to think this, from 
imagining that, to whomſoever Mr. Inglefield told 
his Tale, it was received as a Truth; his Rank, 
his Character (then ſtanding ublicly undetected 
in Falſhoods) 90 his Addreſs, ſtamped an Ap- 
pearance of Veracity on his D that would 
miſlead moſt People to credit him; there were few 
who would doubt him, and fewer yet who would 
openly avow they diſbelieved him, leſt a declared 
Suſpicion: of his Veracity, might have been at- 
tended with diſagreeable Conſequences. 

Under all theſe Circumſtances, I hope I ſhall 
ſtand excuſed for quitting my Mother's Houſe, 
and ſeeking an unexceptionable Retreat, where I 
might, unnoticed, reap the Benefit of Air and Ex- 
erciſe ; where I might remain unknown, till the 
Determination of my Cauſe, to which Event J 
looked with a pleaſing Expectancy, that my Re- 
e would then be reſtored, and the Oppro- 

rium I was branded with, would then be con- 
verted into Terms of Commiſeration for the ill 


Treatment I had received. | 
b 3 i Fully 
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Fully ſenſible, how immediately neceſſary to my 
future Happineſs it was, that my Reputation ſhould 
be cleared, I determined neither to offer or accept 
any Propoſals, either for Reconciliation or Separa- 
tion, till I had juſtified my Character: I was con- 
ſcious of my Innocence, and, under that Convic- 
tion, wiſhed for no other Means to eſtabliſh its 
Proof, than to face my Accuſers. This was my 
firſt Requeſt, a Requiſition, founded in Reaſon, 
Law, and Equity, granted to the meaneſt Cupra 
yet denied to me; it was urged to Captain Ingle? 
field, on the earlieſt Opportunity, by a Letter 
wzitten to him, December 25, 1784, at 5 o'Clock 
in the Morning, in which I ſolemnly maintained 
my Innocence, implored an Interview, and ex- 
preſſed to him (if not with Elegance, at leaſt with 

nergy) the, genuine Feelings of my diſtracted 
Soul, in theſe Words: * Oh! believe me, I am 
«not a guilty Woman; Oh! I have not injured 
c you nor my dear Children in my Life; ad, be- 
te lieve me, my Conſcience acquits me of ever act- 
« ing wrong, or of the leaſt Intention to act 
« wrong; Oh! what am I accuſed of? I muſt 
“beg and intreat to have my Accuſers brought to 
* my Face; I am not aſhamed to meet them, be 
* they whom they will, for ray Conſcience is clear 
* of Guilt; and ſure your Heart is too good to 
é deny me that Juſtice before you give me up; 
* I am ſure your Heart is ſo good, that you wil! 
<c ſeek to have your poor Wife's Innocence clear- 
« ed; I aft only for Juſtice; I have not, nor ever 
« had, a depraved Heart; I have not a Doubt, 
* but the ſame Providence which preſerved you in 
« your Diſtreſs, and reſtored you to me and your 
<« dear Infants, will clear my Innocence.” To 
this Mr. Ingleheld returned an Anfwer couched in 


I 


tk, 


ſuch non InveCtives, as detered me ever to 
him again on the Subject. 
5 4 Itꝰ 
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It was always my Wiſh, in Conſideration to my 
Children, that the nt Treatment I had met with 
from Captain Inglefield, ſhould remain ſecret, and 
if the inevitable Conſequence muſt” be a Sn. 
tion, it ſnould be privately adjuſted. 

From the Moment I received Captain Ingle- 
field's Letter, informing me that the Boy had been 
before a Magiſtrate, and ſworn to the indecent Fa- 
miliarities I ſtood accuſed of, I was ſenſible there 
was Nothing could effectually do away the Infamy 
I was, by this falſe Oath, unjuſtly ſtigmatized with, 
but an Examination of the Black — a Magiſ- 
trate, at Greenwich, in the Preſence of my Friends; 
for, as Captain Ingleficld, to ſerve his own Pur- 
poſe, had the Boy examined, and ſworn, at Ro- 
cheſter, before his Friends, it was but juſt and rea- 
ſonable that I ſhould have the ſame Opportunity 
to exculpate, as he had taken to criminate : Mr. 
Mills (as will be preſently ſhewn) petitioned, in my 
Behalf, that this Satisfaction might be granted me; 
but this, like the former equitable Requeſt, was re- 
fuſed : All friendly Interference being rejected, I 
had no other Way to clear my Character, now 

ublicly traduced, than by an open Appeal to the 

ws of my Country; accordingly, on Thurſday, 
122 20th, I gave the neceſſary Inſtructions to 
y Proctors, — Tueſday, the 25th, the final 
Orders to proceed againſt Captain Inglefield. On 
the next enſuing Friday, Mr. Inglefield was in- 
formed of this Step by Mr. Mills, to. whom he ex- 
preſſed himſelf, glad of it, © as he had all his Wit- 
e neſſes up ready ;” nevertheleſs, only two ſhort 
Days intervened, when, he came to Mr. Mills. and 
delivered the following Propoſals, in Writing, to 
ſtop Proceedings: | 

Captain Inglefield's moſt ardent Wiſh. that 

* this diſagrecable Buſineſs ſhould be examined i e 
oc the 
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te the Spiritual Court; though he bas Nothing to 
* expect by ſo public a Deciſion, it would be 


e announced to the World, at leaſt, Mrs. Inple- 


« field's criminal Intentions : He had Reofon to 
* hope it would have been finiſhed in the preſent 
Term, but finding that impoſſible, and a Variety 
*© of diſagreeable Conſequences may be the Reſult 
of a Procraſtination, which would be dreaded 
*© by both Parties, if they had equally a good Opi- 
© nion ot their Cauſe, for as ſhe is obſtinate in 
<« perſiſting in her Innocence, ſhe is of Courſe 
c impatient to obtain any Examination that may 
lead to prove it; he therefore propoſes,* that the 
“ Witneſſes ſhould be examined in the Preſence of 


* Friends to both Parties; and wiſhes particularly 


ce that the Perſon, in whoſe Preſence ſhe made the 
* Oath,f ſhould be preſent. If. ſhe refuſes this, 
* he ſhould no longer ſuffer himſelf to be guided 
* by that Moderation, with which, as yet, his 
Conduct has been marked: He will of Courſe 

e caution all Tradeſmen and others, in the public 
«© Papers, not to conſider her as his Wife; and he 


& will 


My Impatience to obtain ſuch Examination which might 
lead to a Proof of my Innocence, may clearly be ſeen, by re- 
ferring to the Extract from my Letter (Page xx) to Mr. 
Inglefield, dated December 25, 1784; from my Letter to 
Commodore Bowyer (Page xxiv); from Mr. Mills's two Let- 
ters, the one January 10, the other January 18, 1785 ; the 
Tenor of all theſe was, Let me face my Accuſers; but this was 2 
Piece of Juſtice Mr. Inglefield.choſe to refuſe me, for ſuch ob- 


xious Reaſons, as will preſently appear. 


+ The Oath here alluded to: Ann Inglefield, Wife of 
John Inglefield, Captain of his Majeſty's Ship Scipio, this Day 
ſays, that ſhe, the ſaid Ann Inglefield, has at no Time been 
guilty of thoſe indecent Familiarities ſhe ſtands charged with, 


in a Letter from the ſaid John Inglefield, Efq; directed to her, 


and received December 25th, 1784 ; and ſhe, the faid Ann 


Inglefield, further. ſays, that ſhe has not given, or allowed, 


either 
= 
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„e will-not be anſwerable for any Debts ſhe may 
« contract; and having now generouſly offered 
more, he thinks, than any Man would have 
* done, 
ihr by Word or Action, to any other Perſon or Perſons, than 
the above mentioned John Inglefield, Eſq; the leaſt indecent 
Familiarity. 3 | Ws VE 
' Sworn before me, this 13th Day of January, 1785, 
Edward Edwards, 
a Arch Deacon of Brecon, 
And one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, 
now reſident at Greenwich. 
The above Aſfidavit was ſent to Mr. Ingle field encloſed in 
the following Letter: | 1. | 
« Sir, | 9285 | | 
«« Profeſfional Buſineſs prevented my ſending that immediate 
« Anſwer to your laſt Letter I wiſhed; 1 am ſorry you rejec̃t 
«« a friendly Conference, propoſed and intended, on my Part, 
<« to prevent this unhappy Breach being brought into a Court 
of Judicature. | 1. B 
I would not wiſh to believe it poſſible, that Captain Ingle- 
«« field can act in the Manner he has done, without ſuch Ap- 
« pearances as carried Conviction to his Mind; but that thoſe 
«« Appearnces are falſe, and that Captain Inglefield has been 
5. roſsly miſlead, I muſt and will believe, fo long as the 
= encloſed Affidavit, made in the moſt folemn Manner, in my 
«© Preſence, remains uncontradicted, hy Evidence: as ſolemnly 
taken and examined. You wiſh ine to urge Mrs. Inglefield 
«« to inſtitute the Suit; I muſt aſſure you, that I cannot do; It 
is a Point, in my Opinion, ſhe alone muſt determine on.— 
** The only Advice I have given, or ſhall give, on this Sub- 
ject, is this: Go, Madam, by yourſelf, to your Proctor, lay 
before him every Circumſtance of the Affair, without the 
leaſt Reſerve; when you have in the fulleſt Manner con- 
„ ſulted him, and heard what he has to fay, determine for 
«« yourſelf; no one can determine for you, or ought to re- 
*« commend what Meaſures you ſhould take. 
The Mediation of Friends, I ſhould think, deſerves to be 
«« conſidered the true Intereſt of both Parties. You deſire I 
«« will place myſelf, for a Moment, in your Intereſt; I have 
done more, I have ſuppoſed myſelf in your Situation; when 
the following Reflections have taken Place: | 
No Divorce can be obtained; a Separation . muſt enſue ; 
can t reflect on my Honour to have a Friend on each Side 
attempt 
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* done, in a ſimilar Situation, feeling himſelf fo 
& much injured: He will ceaſe to think ſhe has a 
* Right to expect a ſingle Sixpence from him; and 


« he will take Care to place himſelf in a Situation 


* that will diſcourage any Perſon from giving her 
“ Credit, and prevent himſelf from being impor- 
tt tuned. | . 

Theſe Propoſals, when ſtripped of their idle Me- 
naces, contain, in Part, the Subſtance of Mr. 
Mills's Requeſt, made in my Behalf, January 10, 


as may be ſeen by the following Extract from that 


Gentleman's Letter: © Mrs. Inglefield, ſuppoſin 
that if the black Slave could be confronted with 


e her, before a Magiſtrate, he would not perſiſt in 


* thoſe Falſhoods he has too ſucceſsfully enraged 


* your Mind with: On conſulting how to get the 
© Boy to Greenwich, for that Purpoſe, ſhe is in- 
« formed the Law makes no Proviſion; ſhe then 
applied to the Commodore“, who has ** 


<< attempt to adjuſt this Separation privately ? If this Buſineſs 
is brought into a public Court, ſhall I not riſque having my 
« Follies and Indi/cretions expoſed, with a Train of diſagreea- 
ble Confequences ? 
| «© The Anſwer to theſe Queries would: immediately lead me 
tc. —# a friendly Interview, to privately adjuſt this Buſi- 
«« n | | 8 
| q Yours, 1 | | 
| | $. G. M. 
Greenwich, January 18. 1735. ; 


The following is the Application to Commodore Bowyer, 
mentioned in Mr, MilFs Letter: 
ec Sir, | | 
The great Diftreſs of Mind I am in, will duly apologize, 
« 1 1 Ws the Liberty I now take, in addreſſing to you, a 


Letter, with a Requeſt, which I acknowledge I can only be 


«« juſtified in making, by the urgent Deſire an injured Wife 
6e has to prove her Innocence, and convince a deluded Huſ- 


band how falſe and injurious his Accuſations have been, 


«« I cannot, 
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her Requeſt, intimating you had procured his 
« Diſcharge. Permit me now, Sir, to claim your 
ſerious Attention: The dreadful Conſequences 
* of a Separation to your dear Children, you muſt, 
© &re now, as a Father, have foreſeen; you muſt 
* have reflected, with Anguiſh, how unprotect- 
e ed, and, conſequently, how open to the De- 
luſions of the World they muſt be, while you are 
i filling the Duties of your Profeſſion; they can- 
% not always remain at School; and when the 
« Time ſhall come, that their Age ſhall entitle 
them to enter into the World, how much Cauſe 


cannot, in Delicacy, Sir, inform you of the particular 
«« Accuſations I am charged with; ſuffice it to fay, I am ac- 
«« cuſed, by my Huſband, of indecent Familiarities with his 
«« black Servant. I know my own Innocence, and, under a 
«« Conſciouſneſs of that, dare ſubmit every Part of my Con- 
duct to the ſevereſt Scrutiny; My Hutband writes me Word 
«« (for he has forbid me ever to ſee him or write to him again) 
„ that this Boy has ſworn to the Indecencies he charges me 
«« with. . It is my moſt earneſt Deſire, to confront this Boy, 
«« with certain Friends, When, I flatter myſelf, the Reſult of 
„ {ſuch an Interview will tend to undeceive my Huſband, an 
reſtote me to his loſt Affection. I underſtand, Sir, it is in 
your Power (as Commodore) to afford me this Opportunity 
«« of vindicating my Character: let me entreat you to order 
„ him from the Scipio, to my Mother's (Mrs. Smith's, near 
«<< Blue Stile, Greenwich) where I am, that I may there, in the 
«« Preſence of ſome choſen Friends, examine into the Motives 
that led Imm to aſſert ſuch diabolical Falſhoods. I traſt this 
KRequeſt your Goodneſs will not refuſe, and under anxious 
© ExpeRtations for an Anſwer, I wait the Return of Bearer. 

„The Black is called John Webb, and rated as Seaman, 
„ ht is a black Slave, grven to my Huſband by Captain 
r ö Wa 
„ Your humble Servant, 2 
NN Ann Inglefield.“ 


2g-yy. Can the Appellations of Cunning and Art, be af- 

cribed to the Language, the Mode, or Intention of this Appli- 

cation; certainly to neither; yet Mr. Inglefield has branded 

the Letter with Tuck deſerved Epithets. * 
| 5 
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| . = they have to lament this cruel Separation, 


poſſible to effect a Reconciliation, for 

7875 ur 3 Children's Sake, do. I am ſenſi- 

« ble. you cannot immediately live together with 
5 # chaf Harmony you once did, but am confident, 
with the Ahitancg of Friends (and earneſtly in- 

0 12 an Interview for that Purpoſe) that Means 
*© might be deviſed, that would ſecure to your 
ec Children that maternal Protection they ſo much 


want; and lay jt in the Power of Time, without 


£ any Impeachment to your Honour, to heal a 
% Wound, that a Perſiſtance in the preſent in- 
© rended Meafure may render incurable : As Mrs. 
** Inglefield thinks the can vindicate her Character 
c to her Friends, by bringing the black Boy be- 
“ fore a Magiſtrate, at Greenwich, and fears to 
« write to you on the Subject, permit me, as a 
Friend who wiſhes moſt 2 to ſee Recon- 
, ciliation take Place, · to aſk your Aſſiſtance to 
* procure her this Satisfaction: An Order from 


Fou to him, I apprehend, Wil bring him to 


* Greenwich, and prove, if you ſhould condeſcend 
eto grant it, of Uſe in preventing further unplea- 
« fant Meaſures.” 

Mr. Inglefield, in place of granting the Requeſt 
made in the foregoing Quotation, preſſed Mr. 
Mills to urge me to inſtitute the Suit againſt him. 
But had Mr. Inglefield been the injured Huſband 
Hie repreſented, had he poſſeſſed that parental Af- 
ſection for his Children he profeſſed, had he been 
acting the upright and honourable Part he wiſhed 
the World to give him Credit for, he, or his 
Friend, would certainly have given Mr. Mills a 
Meeting, and acceded, without Heſitation, to the 
fair and honourable Examination propoſed ; for 
what, from ſuch Conduct, could Mi. Inglefield 
poMmbly 1 dread, admitting his 9 
8 0 
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of being occular Witneſs to ſeveral of the Indecen- 
cies I ſtood accuſed of, to have been true; on the 
Contrary, if, from a Determination of parting from 
me, he had fabricated the Accuſations, for che 
Purpoſe of ſheltering himſelf from thoſe deſerved 
Reproaches, he was to expect for diſcarding a 
faithful Wife, he had much to fear; he might 
doubt the Boy was not, at that Time (January 19} 
ſufficiently practiſed in his Story; or, was not fuf- 
ficiently hardened by Vice to meet, with a ſteady, 
unappaled Countenance, the Enquiries of an i- 
partial Magiſtrate : Hence, Mr. Inglefield had 
every Reaſon» to evade delivering up the Boy, to 
be queſtioned in my Preſence, that Feer of Do- 
tection could ſuggeſt ; he knew the Practice of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts did not admit the Witnefs to 
be confronted with the Accuſer; on theſe Grounds 
he concluded, ſhould an Examination in that Court 
take Place, ſuch was beſt ſuited to the Boy's abject 
Situation; he conſequently aſſumed an apparent 
Earneſtneſs to have the Black examined there, in 
Preference to the Examination required ; foreſee- 
ing that, at all Events, ſhould this apparent Ear- 
neſtneſs fail of intimidating me (as he vainly hoped) 
from proceeding in the Suit, or diſpiriting my 
Friends from ſupporting me, the Rejection of Mr. 
Mills's Petition, would gain Time to practice on ' 
the Boy, and perfect him in his Story; beſides, 
Captain Inglefield might hope, and flatter himſelf, 
that my avowed Intentions of bringing the Suit 
* him, were, like his own Threats, mere Rant 
of affected Paſſion, never meant to. be carried into 

Execution. — 
In the Spiritual Court, the Evidence is privately 
taken, which Privacy precludes any Judgment 
from being formed, reſpecting what Share of Credit 
ſhould be given to the Teſtimony of a Witneſs, by 
{ the 
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the Manner in which he delivers his Evidence.— 
In the Examination I petitioned for, every con- 
fuſed Look, every Heſitation, every Prevarication, 
would have been ſtrictly watched, and duly ſcru- 
tinized ; ſuch Scrutiny would have been the Teſt 
of Truth. It was not Captain Inglefield's Wiſh, 
to have the Truth revealed, therefore, he dared not 
ſubrait the Boy to ſuch a Criterion, well knowing, 
that the Black was not, at that Time, ſufficiently 
prepared to undergo an Examination of my Friends, 
** who deemed me incapable of acting the baſe Part 
laid to my Charge. | 
Mr. Mills delivered to me Captain Inglefield's 
Propoſals, on the 31ſt of January, 1785, with 
nearly the following Words: © There, Madam, 
« are the only Propoſals, Captain Inglefield ſays, 
'< he will ever make you; if you refuſe to accept 
< them, he declares, by God, he will quit Eng- 
« land.” On reading them, I clearly perceived 
his Threat, of quitting England, was to be confi- 
dered as an explanatory Comment an theſe Words 
of the Propoſals: < He will take Care to place 
* himſelf in a Situation, that will diſcourage any 
*« Perſon from giving her Credit, and preventing 
ve himſelt from being importuned. Wiſhing to 
know what Ef;- ct his quitting the Kingdom might 
have on my Cauſe, I determined to conſult my 
Proctors, before I returned any Anfwer ; immedi- 
ately I was aſlured by them, that I might make 
myſelf eaſy on that Head, I impowered Mr. Mills 
to ſend the following Letter: 
© Sir, 
e Apreeable to my Promiſe, I waited Yeſter- 
« day Afternoon on Mrs. Inglefield ; ſhe has this 
„ Morning conſulted her Proctors; I am by her 
& inſtructed to ſay, that the accepting the Propo- 
fals I delivered to her, and relinquiſhing the 
« Suit, 
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« Suit, as Affairs are now circumſtanced, would 
be conſtrued a Fear, on her Part, to meet 
« Accuſations in public Court; as ſhe has no ſuch 
« Fears, and entered the Proceſs to juſtify her 
© Character to the World and her Children, - ſhe 
« cannot withdraw it: But, if Captain Inglefield 
« admits the Proceſs to go forward, till the Court 
c ſhall iſſue a Decree, which may be immediately 
obtained, ſhe, inſtead of enforcing it, is willing 
* then to enter into Articles of Separation, to be 
« ſettled by Friends on each Side. 
« Your humble Servant, 
<«- Samuel Gillam Mills.“ 
« February 1, 1785.“ 


If Mr. Inglefield had accepted my Propoſition, 
the Decree for him to receive me again as his 
Wife, would have been obtained that term, conſe- 
quently, Procraſtination, and its attending Conſe- 
quences, would have been avoided. Had the De- 
cree then been obtained, it would have been as 
now, a legal Acquittal of the Charges brought 
againſt me; and I ſhould have depended a 
mental Acquittal from my Friends, by a private 
Examination of the Boy, whenever it could be 
_procured, together with a Publication of certain 
Acknowledgements and Terms I had meant to 
have inſerted among the Articles of Separation. 

Excluſive of the Motives expreſſed in Mr. 
Mills's Letter, for reje&ing Mr. Inglefield's boaſt- 
ed, ſpecious, and artful Propoſals, there were other 


no leſs cogent Reaſons. 

I could not perfuade myſelf, as the Affair was 
now become public, that any private Examination 
of the Black would anſwer my Purpoſe ; but againſt 
the one proffered, there were very ſtrong Objec- 
tions. I had good Reaſon to believe, that * 

| | tlie 
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the Time Mr. Inglefield deſerted me (Decembe? 
24) to the Time he was apprized of my havigg 
given Orders to commence the Suit againſt hint 
> mnt 28) he had well tutored the Boy, and 
ound him, by repeated Trials in that Space, to be 
prompt in his Tate, that he could tell his Story 
glibly, and could, undauntedly, anſwer Queſtions 
on the Subject, with a F acility likely to enſure Be- 
lief : Mr, Inglefield, elated with this adroitneſs of 
his Pupil, and foreſeeing, from the Information 
given by Mr. Mills, that, at all Events; the Black 
muſt be examined, reſolved to prefent his ſpecious 
Propoſals, which, if accepted, would evade the 
more ſerious Inveſtigation of his Conduct in a 
Court of Law. But my Character had been too 
publicly defamed to be now cleared by a private 
Examination ; the which, from the Manner it was 
propoſed to be conducted, did not promiſe any 
ſatisfactory Event; for the Terms of theſe Propo- 
ſals expreſs the artful Caution with which Mr. 
ex was under a Neceſſity to act, his Words 

: That the Witneſſes ſhould be examined in 
2 the Preſence of Friends of both Parties.” This 
Sentence ſtrongly implies (all Circumſtances con- 
ſidered) that he could not truſt, even now, the Boy 
to be examined, but under the Eye of bis Friends ; 
I therefore clearly ſaw, that no Examination, in the 
Preſence of Mr. Inglefield's Friends, was ever 
likely to draw forth the Truth, as long as the Black- 
remained with Mr. Inglefield as his Sailor, his Ser- 
vant, and, in the Operation of his ſervile Ming, 
his Cleve ; I was convinced I could not, till he 
was liberated from theſe Fetters, ever expect a Re- 
cantation of his Falſhoods. 

Captain Inglefield firſt aſſented to my Propoſals, 
as will appear by the following Extract of his 
Letter, 
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Letter, addreſſed to Mr. Mills, and then purſued 
the Suit. as is related in the Proceedings: | 
«.- Kin, 

<« have this Inſtant received your Letter, and 
« acquaint you, that if a Decree in the Spiritual 
« Court can be obtained, ſo ſoon as you deſcribe, 
cc that I have not only no Sort of ObjeQtions to the 
“ Proceſs going on, but aſſure you, I prefer it to 
« any other.“ 

From the firſt, I determined to accept ho Terms 
that might be conſidered an Acquieſcence in a Se- 
paration, until full Juſtice was done to my Cha- 
racer ; in Conſequence of this Reſolution, I would 
not hearken to Albert Innes, the Navy Agent, who, 
commiſſioned by Captain Inglefield, came to me, 
January 6, 1784, with an Offer of a Settlement, 
and his Services to accommodate an immediate 
Separation. I too well knew this Man, and the 
Obligations he lay under to his Employer, to be- 
lieve that he would act, for one Moment, other- 
ways than in ſtrict Subſerviency to Captain Ingle- 
field's Wiſhes; therefore he was not the Perſon 
whom I could conſult as a Friend, and the Tenor 
of his Errand was ſuch as, being innocent, I could 
not accept; hence, I rejected the propoſed An- 
nuity, and his Offers, with due Contempt, 

But had I been the infamous Wretch deſcribed, 
I ſhould moſt chearfully have accepted every 
Means that lead to a ſpeedy Accommodation.— 
Captain Inglefield, in his Letter to my Mother, of 
December 4, 1784, ſays, *© I have defired Mr, 
Innes to call upon you next Thurſday, who has my 
Directions to inform your Daughter I have directed 
him to pay her £60 a Year.”—lIn his Letter to 
me, received on the ſame Day, he writes, Though 
there is more than ſufficient to obtain a Divorce, 
* ſtill, as you have borne me four Children, I will 

C c not 
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© not dligrace you, nor your Sex, in a Court of 


« Law, nor will I wag thoſe diſgraceful Particu- 
& lars which have been told me, I have therefore 


< bound the Parties to an Oath of Secrecy.”—- 


Here then, 1 have, under Captain Ingleficld's 
Hand, not only the Aſſurance of a Settlement, li- 
berally proportioned to the Fortune I brought him, 
but a concealment of the Alledged Crimes, under 
an Oath of Secrecy : What could I, if guilty, de- 
fire more ? Captain Inglefield, in his Letter to me, 
writes, © I am at Length, too well informed of 
« the Whole of your Conduct; a Letter put into 
% my Hands at Chatham, gave me to underſtand, 
% how much I have been deceived and laughed 
« at; the Boy has confeſſed and explained every 
* Circumſtance which has paſſed between you and 
© him: It is true, that I knew a great Deal more 
« from my own Obſervations, much more than 
« you imagined, having myſelf ſeen him kiſs you, 
« and ſome other Familiarty.” In another Letter 
he aſſerts, my ſuppoſed Indecencies were * known 
ce to all the Servants, and to be the Joke of the 
Kitchen.“ With ſuch Aſſertions of Criminality, 
ſo unequivocally maintained by the injured Party, 
and ſo poſitively 9; eg by the averred Partaker 
of the alledged Infamy, I muſt, had I been guilty, 
have funk under an upbraiding Conſcience, with- 
out daring a Vindication: But, conſcious of my 
Innocence, I felt it a Duty to myſelf, my Chil- 
dren, and my Sex, to refute the vile Calumny, by 
the ſolemn Teſtimony, recorded in the following 
Pages, | 
From what J have related, it is evident I thought 
my Character could only be cleared, by facing m 
Accuſer, or having him examined by due Courſe 
of Law: When I found no friendly Interceſſion 


could procure the Former, I was conſtrained, _ 
| the 
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the only Reſource left, to ſeek Redreſs for my in- 
jured Reputation, through the Means of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Court. When I had taken this Meaſure, 
it was too late, for Reaſons before ſtated, to accept 
Captain Inglefield's Propoſals; when compelled, 
by Captain Inglefield's Conduct, to juſtify my Cha- 
racter in the Face of the World; I was under no 
Apprehenſions for the Event of my Cauſe; I con- 
fidently hoped, that when the Black came to be 
queſtioned in Court, that he would be led, by Fear 
and Confuſion, ſure Companions of Guilt, to give, 
at leaſt, a prevaricating Evidence, if not to 
the Truth: In Oppoſition to his Falſe, and in all 
Likelyhood, contradictory Teſtimony, I was ſatis- 
fied the Fairneſs of my Character would be ſet in 
it's proper Light, by the cleareſt and moſt reſpect- 
able Evidence ; this, together with a Chain of Cir- 
cumſtances, which would appear in my Favour, 
and a firm Reliance on the Integrity and Impar- 
tiality of my Judges, made me wait with no Anxiety 
for the Deciſion of my Cauſe, or ſeek to protract 
its Hearing by trifling Allegations. 
It, is faid I ſhould have waited for Time to have 
cleared my Character ; they who are of this Opi- 
nion, certainly never felt (and I hope never will 
feel) how keen the Imputation of Guilt is to the 
innocent Mind. If, by the Aſſiſtance cf Friends, 
I had found Expedients to ſtifle thoſe Paſſions that 
were kindled by the ill Treatment, as a faithful 
Wife, I had received; no Conſiderations would 
ever have led me, as a Mother, to repreſs my ut- 
moſt Exertions to do away the Stigma I was ſlan- 
dered with : I entertained no Hope, that even the 
ſlighteſt Remains of Conjugal Rights, I had lately 
enjoyed, could ever be reſtored ; nevertheleſs, I felt 
a Parent's Anxiety for three Daughters and a Son, 
whoſe Happineſs hereafter in Life, might be mate- 
rially 
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rially injured, from the ſtrong Appearance of Guilt, 
the accepting a Settlement of Separation, without 
previous Juſtice done to my Character, would have 
drawn upon me: Such Implication of Guilt, be- 
ſides juſtly depriving me of all parental Authority, 
would have alienated my Children's Affections 
from me; I might, in all their Looks and Actions, 
have figured to myſelf Reproaches ; I might have 
regarded their little innocent Inattentions as pre- 
meditated contemptuous Negligencies : But now 
I have the Satisfaction (and great it is) to reflect, 
that whatever Diſtreſſes my Children, may experi- 
ence, in Conſequence of my Separation from their 
Father, it cannot be laid to my Charge; they can- 
not, with Juſtice, upbraid me with Misfortunes ori- 
ginating from that Source: I have proved myſelf 
innocent of the foul Aſperſions my Character has 
been branded with; and have now in Right, a 
Mother's Claim to my Children's Duty and Af- 


fection. I 
„Ann Inglefield, 


In the Cour of PecuLtars, 


BEFORE THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 


PETER CALVERT, L.L.D. 
JULY 11, 1786. 


OCTOR HARRIS opened the Cauſe, with 
D ſtating the different Pleadings from the Com- 
mencement of the. Suit, and that the Cauſe ſtood 
for Sentence, and then ſtated the Purport of the 
Libels, &c. as follows: 

A Libel was given in by Mrs. Inglefield, which 
pleads, that in December 177 3, at Greenwich, they 
were married, that they cohabited together till 
December 1784, and from that Time he withdrew 
himſelf without any Cauſe, and that he now re- 
fuſes to cohabit with her, and to reſtore the Conju- 
gal Rights; and the Prayer is, that the Marriage 
may be pronounced for her, and that he may take 
her home and uſe her kindly. 

The Marriage, Sir, as I have ſtated to you, has 
been confeſſed by her Huſband, and | 

Captain Inglefield has given in an Allegation to 
the following Purport: That he gave her proper 
Allowance while he was abroad, and ſtating, that 
ſhe was of a very depraved Diſpoſition, — that ſhe 
had taken many Liberties and Familiarities with 
one John Webb, a black Servant of his, about 
nineteen Years of Age, — that ſhe took every 8 
B t 


1 


thod ſhe could to be alone with him, —that ſhe 
ſent away the Servants and Children in Order that 
ſhe might be alone with him, — that ſhe uſed to 
kiſs him, and tell him the Bed Chamber Door 
ſhould be left open for him at Night, in the Ab- 
ſence of her Huſband, — that ſhe did fo ſeveral 
Times in the Year 1784, at Singlewell, and at 
other Places. 

The 3d Article of the Allegation pleads, that in 
November 1784, ſhe ſet herſelſ upon the Foot of 
her Bed, pulling him to her, and that they then 
committed Adultery together. 

The 4th Article 1s, that upon another Day, near 


the ſame Time, ſhe ſaid ſhe would leave the Door 


open, and bid him come to her at Night, that he 
neglected, and ſhe was very angry. 
The $th Article pleads, in November, 1784, 
Mrs. Inglefield, being on board the Scipio, the 
Ship the Captain cummanded, a Guard Ship, which 
was at Chatham, and the Captain being at that 
Time on Shore, ſhe called John Webb, for that 
was the Black's Name, into the after Cabin, which 
was uſed -for the Captain and his Lady, that ſhe 


then ſhut the Door and they committed Adultery ' 


together. 
The 6th Article is, that he quitted her in De- 
cember, 1784, and prays Sentence of Separation. 
Sir, upon theſe Allegations the Captain has ex- 
amined Four Witneſſes; I do not think it ne- 


ceſſary for me to ſtate the Whole, but only the 


Subſtance of what Two of them have ſaid: One 
was John Webb, who is deſcribed to be a black 
Servant, about 19 Years of Age, who ſays, that he 


came to the Captain about May, 1783, — that from 


his firſt going to live with him his Miſtreſs took 
particular Notice of him, ſuch as frequently ſmil- 
ing upon him, and taking hold of his Hand, and 
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ſqueezing it gently,—that about a Month after ſhe 
had been brought to Bed, which was about Three 
Months after he came, or Four, the Time does not 


exactly appear, he happened to be alone One Day 
with her in the Parlour, and ſhe ther, in the Houſe 
that ſhe then put her Hands round his Neck an 


* 


kiſſed him, that he withdrew away, and ſhe began 


laughing, that the next Day in the Afternoon, 
the Time is not exactly deſcribed; but I. believe 
you will find it about Auguſt, the next Day after 


ſhe had made this Attempt upon him.in the Fore- - 


noon, as he was alone with her and drefling her 
Hair, ſhe interrupted him by very indecent Prac- 
tices, - that he withdrew from her,. that ſhe laugh- 
ed at him and told him to finiſh her Hair,—then 
Deponent ſaid, that he would finiſh her Hal if the 
would promiſe to let him alone, and then he pro- 
ceeded afterwards without Interruption. The next 
Day, in the Forenoon, her Chamber Bell was rung, 
he went up into the Bed Chamber, and found her 
alone ſetting upon the Foot of her Bed, that he 
took Care to ſtand at the Door to wait her Orders, 
that ſhe called him to her, and as he came neap 
her ſhe held out her Hand to take hold of him, he 
attempted to go from her, but, as he turned away 
ſhe took hold of the Skirt of his Coat, ſhe pulled 
him upon her Lap, and proceeded to Indecencies, 
and ſaid, dont be afraid, your Maſter will know 
nothing of it; to this the Deponent made no re- 
ply, but broke from her as ſoon as he was able, and 
immediately lefr the Room.—The next Day, as 
the Deponent was dreſſing her Hair, and alone 
with her, ſhe again began to proceed to Indecencies, 
when Deponent withdrew from her and prevented 
her, and ſhe, laughing, took Occaſion to ſay, ſhe 


would leave her Bed Room Door open at night, 


and that the Deponent muſt come and Deponent 
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told her he would not, and did not.— The next 
Day ſhe appeared very angry, and ſeveral Times 
ct. Occaſion to ſpeak very ſharply to him.—The 
Captain at the ſame Time was not at home; he 
then ſays, that from that Time, till the Separa- 
tion, ſhe uſed, from Time to Time, generally in 
the Captain's Abſence, to repeat the fame Prac- 
tices, fach as taking him round the Neck, and 
kiſſing him, &c. &c.—and that ſhe twice kiſſed 
him in Preſence of one of her Daughters, a Child 
about Four Years old; then he ſays, that about a 
fortnight after his ſaid Maſter and Miſtreſs went on 
board his Majeſty's Ship Scipio, his Maſter being 
AHſent, that ſhe called him into the after Cabin, 
which Room was uſed as a Bed Chamber, but the 
Bed was laſhed together and put up in a Corner, 
that ſhe told him to empty a Baſon of Water, that 
when he had ſo done, and had brought the Baſon 
back, ſhe firſt ſhut the Cabin Door, and then took 
him round the Waiſt with both her Arms, 'and 
kiſſed him, and began other Attempts, but he pre- 
vented her,—that, after ſome Struggle, at length 
he got away, and left the Room; he ſays, as he 
went out he met Charles M*Carty, the Steward, 
who aſked him what he had been about, he ſaid 
nothing in particular, — he ſays, that Two or Three 
Days after this, being queſtioned by his Maſter, he 
related the Subſtance of what he has now depoſed ; 
he ſays, that he and his Miſtreſs never had carnal 
Knowledge of each other, becauſe he abfolutely 
declined every Invitation and Temptation given to 
him for that Purpoſe.— Upon the Examination 
upon the Behalf of Mrs. Inglefield, he ſays, he 
conccives it to be a very wicked Thing to take a 


falſe Oath, and he believes there is a God who 
will puniſh thoſe who are guilty of Perjury in the 
next World ;—that he is about nineteen, that he 
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was born W 0 the Coaſt of Guinea, and left it very 
- young, he has been about Three Years in England, 
that he was baptized at Mary-le-bone Church 
about Thirteen Months ago, that he has gone by 
the Name of Jack.—There is a Meaning in that. 
He ſays, he is maintained by the Captain, that 
he is his Servant, and by his Order he attended to 
be examined and give his Evidence :—that is in 
Anſwer to the 3d Interrogatory. 

He anſwers to the 1oth Interrogatory, that he 
knows of no Servant being ſent out of the Way 
that ſhe always took the Opportunity of his being 
alone with her, except twice, when ſhe kiſſed him 
before One of her Daughters. 

To the. 12th Interrogatory he ſays, that her Bed 
was fituated in the after Cabin, and always laſhed 
together, and ſet up together in a Corner of the 
Cabin till it was wanted again; that it was the 
Work of a Quarter of an Hour to unlaſh it. 

To the 13th he ſays, the Plate was kept in a 
Cloſet within a Bed-Chamber at her Houſe at 
Singlewell, and he had been often ſent there by his 
Maſter, and to deliver Meſſages to his Miſtreſs ; 
that he never went there except at the Time ſhe 
rang the Chamber Bell, as mentioned in his 
ſition, and that he never went into this Room after 
they were riſen in the Morning ; he never went 
into the Bed-Chamber till they had riſen, except 
ſent there by his Maſter, except at the Time ſhe 
rung her Bell. 

To the 14th he ſays, he never heard of any 
Servant at Singlewell or elſewhere, that had ever 
leen,. obſerved, or been in any manner privy to, 
any criminal Intercourſe between him and his 
Miſtreſs. 

To the 15th he ſays, that he cannot ſet forth at 
what Night, Day or Month, his Miſtreſs told him 
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that ſhe would leave her Chamber-Door open for 
him, but remembers it was about a Month aſter 
his Miſtreſs was brought to bed of her laſt Child, 
about three Months after he came ; that his Maſter 
was at that Time from Home. 

I ſhall trouble you no further with this Man's 
Evidence, The other Evidence, Charles M*Carty, 
deſcribed to be the Steward of the Ship, at the End 
of his Depoſition there is a Mark, he ſays he has 
known the Captain three Years ; that Mrs. Ingle- 
field has been on board twice ſince he ſaw them, 
and ſtaid ſeveral Weeks the laſt Time; he ſaw 
them about ſix Months ago. The Date of his 
Examination was May, 1785. 

To the 18th Interrogatory he ſays, that a fort- 
night or three Weeks 5 — ſhe had been on board, 
the Captain queſtioned him if he had ſeen any fa- 


miliarities between her and the Black? he ſaid he 
had not. The Captain ordered him to make a ſharp 


Lookout. Deponent ſays he did as he deſired, but 
he did not obſerve any thing in Particular, till one 
Forenoon about a Week afterwards ; that while he 
was buſy. m the outer Cabin, he heard Mrs. 


Inglefield who was in the inner after Cabin, call 


Webb; that ſhe bid him empty a Baſon of Water, 


42 which he did, and returned to the after Cabin. 


He ſays immediately after the Deponent heard the 


Door faſtened upon the Inſide; he ſays that pre- 


ſently afterwards he heard a ſtruggle which con- 
tinued ſome Time; that having remained in ſuch 


Cabin about a Quarter of an Hour, Webb came 


out. He then ſays that the Deponent was at that 
Time induced to believe, and had it not ſince 
been repeatedly and ſolemnly contradifted by John 
Webb, he ſhould have continued to believe, that 
Mrs. Inglefield and he, during the Time they fo 


remained in the Cabin together, had had Carnal 


Knowledge 


cContradicts this, and her Allegation pleads 


E 2) 
Knowledge of each others Bodies. He ſays the 


Cabin was uſed as their Bed-Chamber, that they 


had a Bed in it, which he believes was at that 
Time laſhed in a Corner. This Man is inter- 
rogated on the Part of Mrs. Inglefield. To the 
2d Interrogatory he ſays, he was Captain's Steward 
and thereby ſupports himſelf, that he attended by 
the Captain's Deſire, and that he is a Mariner on 
board. | | 

To the 5th Interrogatory he ſays, the Captain 
has no Right to puniſh him, but for Diſobedience. 
He ſays that the Bed was laſhed as ſoon as the 
Captain and his Wife were up in the Morning ; 
that he never knew it otherwife when ſhe was on 
board, and that it takes twenty Minutes to get it 
2 Allegation is given in by Mrs, Inglefield, 
that Allegation recites the firſt Article of Captai 
Inglefield's Allegation, of his being of a kind in- 


dulgent Temper, and contradicts it, and pleads 


him to be a verv moroſe Man; to have no Af- 
fection for her, and to have a Deſign to get rid of 
her by affecting falſe Suſpicions, and alledging her 
having Intercourſe with Webb and others, from 
Enquiries -of the Servants, without any Ground 
whatſoever; of his rendering her miſerable and 
wretched by his Behaviour to her. . 
Sir, the ſecond Article recites the ſecond Ar- 
ticle of Captain Inglefield's Allegation, in which 
he attacks her Character, and charges her with 
familiarities with Webb, and ſending the Ser- 
vants and Children to bed for that Purpoſe. She 
her 
general good Character and Education; that ſhe 
was a virtuous Woman, and denies that ſhe had 
any improper Conduct with Webb, and as ſuch 
ſhe never admitted Webb unleſs he came upon 
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Buſineſs into. the Room ; that ſhe never ſent her 
Servants out of the Way in order to be alone with 
him; that no ſuch Thing was ever ſuſpected 
amongſt the Servants. - 

In the 3d Article of her Allegation, ſhe recites 
the 5th Article of his Allegation, pleading the 
Tranſaction on board the Ship in November, and 
contradicts it, denying her committing any inde- 
cency at all on board the Ship, and then denies 
ſhe was on board 'the Ship till the 28th of No- 
vember, 1784; that from the 1ſt of November® 
ſhe always till the 15th, was at Singlewell, and 
that from the 15th to the 26th ſhe was at Green- 
wich with her Mother; that on the 26th of No- 
vember ſhe returned to Singlewell, and from the 
28th to the 3oth ſhe was on board, and that he, 
the Captain was on board with her. 

The next Article pleads the Cuſtom of laſhing 
the Bed every Morning, and that it cannot be un- 


laſhed under a conſiderable Time. The 4th Ar- 


ticle 'is to the Credit of John Webb, that he was 
dependent upon his Maſter and entirely at his 
Command, and had been ſeverely beaten by him, 
particularly for having pawned a Great Coat and 
ſpent the Money, and was much in awe of him. 
The 5th Article pleads, that Captain Inglefield 
was determined to deſert her, and upon the 20th 
of December, 1784, he parted from her in- good 
Terms, in Appearance, to conceal his Deſign ; and 
that ſhe went to Singlewell and then to Greenwich, 
where he promiſed to meet her and keep the Chriſt- 


 mas—that inftead of meeting her as he promiſed, 


he ſent her a Letter which ſhe received upon the 
25th of December; in that Letter accuſing her 
and announcing to her his Determination to deſert 
her. She alledges that the Accuſations are _ 
an 


19 

and particularly certain Paſſages—one in parti- 
cular, that in the Night ſhe rung her Bell, and 
when Betty went, you ſaid you wanted Jack—He 
related a Variety of lewd Practices that he bore. 
the Jokes of the Family ; ſhe denies it—ſhe then 
pleads it, that no ſuch Circumſtances ever were 
known.—The Allegation then goes on and recites 
another Paſſage in the Letter—Webb declares he 
was always ſo much afraid that he never was cri- 
minal ; = is Part of the Letter—ſhe does not 
deny it—he ſays it is true fo far as it aſſerts that he 
never was criminal with her upon this Allegation. 
— No leſs than nineteen Witneſſes are examined, 
Sir, you will find nine or ten Servants, Perſons 
who have been in her Service, or Perſons who are 
in her Service, and living in her Service at the ſame 
Time with John Webb—you will find all of theſe 
Perſons uniformly proving her to be a good Wife 
in expreſs Words, a good Mother, good Miſtreſs, | 
and virtuous Woman. — You will find theſe, or 
ſome of them, proved that the Black always treated 
her with Reſpect ; I can venture to ſay, that they 
all prove that they entertained no Suſpicions, and 
that there was no Fact, ſuch as is mentioned in the 
Letter of joking and laughing with the Black, and 
not any nodding and bidding him not be familiar 
with his Miſtreſs, —Elizabeth Wells is one of thoſe 
Witneſſes that had been a Servant with her — ſhe 
ſays that her Maſter was a very bluſtering Temper, 
very jealous of -his Wife — that he made frequent 
Enquiries about her Conduct, whenever he had 
been abſent, — There is another Witneſs, James 
Harris, who had been a Coachman to Mr. Ingle- 
field at the ſame Time with Webb — he fays that 
the Captain uſed to make' thoſe Enquiries con- 
ſtantly of him, when he-uſed to go and fetch him, 
the Captain, from London, who had been oy 
| is 


= i *. EW 
* — — I 
ul 
A -w zl 
———— = — 
5 


— —— 
— 2 2 


WT, 
— — 
. AST i 


” = = 
4 A - 
2986 > + 


* 2 
— — 
Ly 


* 
* 5 ne IV 
TS cv 


* 7 +», 5 * 


— 
3 
GWG Tod. —_ «2D 7 
__—_ ak 1 


T _ 3 = A —_ r 
— Pa — 5 E — 2 * 2 „„ — | ' 
— ” \ ——_—— 2 — — — — D 5 — 
* „ AA R193 ** 3 N 
7 2 » 
- b r 2 


* 


9 — 


a T * 
1 
— — 


y = U 8 
3 63 = 2— 
9 * * x . 


TT IT th -- 


( w ) 


his Wife? and when Gentlemen had been there, 


whether they were left alone with her, and how 
long they ſtaid ? and uſed to expreſs himſelf fo very 
jealous of his Wife, for which he believes he had 


no Grounds. — Theſe Deponents are all interro- 


gated upon the Interrogatory No. 9g — you Will 
find them all ſay, the Black ſtood much in awe of 
his Maſter, particularly for 1 a Great Coat, 
in order to pay the Fees that became due upon 
making him a Chriſtran. 

I muſt now revert to the Evidence of Elizabeth 
Wells.* She fays ſhe remembers about Michael- 
mas, 1784, the very windy Night, after ſhe and 
all the Family had been 1 bed, during the Ab- 
fence of the Captain, her Miſtreſs rung her Bell, 
apprehending there were Thieves in the Houſe, 'or 
that ſomebody had broken in — ſhe ſays ſhe went 
to her, that ſhe never mentioned the Name of 


Jack, or ſaid ſhe wanted him —ſhe ſays that ſhe 


has advanced this as the Circumſtance alluded' to, 
that 1s the ringing of the Bell in the Letter No. 1, 
becauſe her Maſter aſked her the Reafon of che 


Ringing of the Bell. 


Sir, there are eight or nine other Perſons exa- 
mined, People of Condition. 
William Parker, Eſq; Captain of the Dictator, 


and ſeveral others, who all ſpeak of her as a Perſon 


they viſited, and being a virtuous Woman, an af- 
fectionate Wife, and very much attached to her 
Hufband — amongſt the reſt Mrs. Smith is ex- 
amined, Mrs. Smith 1s her Mother — ſhe proves 
Mrs. Inglefield was at Greenwich from the 1 5th of 
November to the 28th, 1784. 

There is another Witneſs, Mr. Samuel Mills, 
an Apothecary, is examined—he is only examined 
to her Health :—He ſays, about Chriſtmas laſt, 
1784, he attended her upon Account of her 5 

Heal 
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Health ; that ſhe was very ill, and her IlIneſs aroſe 
from a diſordered Mind, upon Account of the De- 
ſertion of the. Captain.—Sir, there are two mare 
Witneſſes, whoſe Examination I muſt particularly 
trouble you with, who are examined upon this Al- 
legation, one 1s Captain William Parker, the'other 
is John Webb. Captain Parker, who is deſcribed 
to be the Captain of the Dictator, of about forty- 
two Years of Age, ſays, that he knew Captain 
Inglefield, and that he had the Command of the 
Scipio, and that he himſelf had the Command of 
another Guard Ship, and upon that Account a fort 
of Intimacy took Place: — He ſays, that the De- 
ponent refides at a Place called Brompton — that 
Captain Inglefield reſides at Singlewell that they 
uſed to viſn— that he remembers ſtaying there 
three or four Days at a Time — that he has great 
Reaſon to believe, and that he eſteemed Mrs. Ingle- 
field as a moſt virtuous Woman, and much attached 
to her Huſband—that he never fuſpe&ed her, nor 
did he ever hear ſhe was ſuſpected.— He ſays, to 
the zd Interrogatory, he was prefent when John 
Webb was interrogated by James Jones, the Cu- 
rate of Ifield, at Rochefter—he ſays, there he was 
ſtrictly admoniſhed by the Reſpondent, and by Mr. 
Jones, previous to his Depoſition before Mr. Pil- 
cher, at whofe Houfe they were at that Time, the 
Juſtice of Peace at Rocheſter; the Captain does 
not give the Date here, but I will give the Date, it 
was the 28th of December, 1784, —He fays, he 
cannot ſay there were any unfair Means uſed at this 
Examination—he ſays, after he had heard the Story 
of Webb, he became much prejudiced aghinft Mrs. 
Inglefield he adds, that after the Depofition was 
reduced into Writing, and every Sentence was read 
over to hun, to each of which he acknowledged 
the truth, that when the Oath was —— nn 
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ſhook every Limb, and it was ſome time before, 
lis in Fact, he was prevailed upon to take it; but, 
138d upon being told 5 what he had depoſed he had 
i confeſſed to be true, what Objection could he have 
143 to ſwear to it, upon this he did kiſs the Book; but 
1H the Reſpondent ſincerely believes, if the Black had 
1 been = to have ſpoken favourably of Mrs, 
if Inglefield, he might haye been prevailed upon to 
5 have taken an Oath either way: He ſays, that Mr. 
|| Jones, the Clergyman that attended, took Pains to 
„ explain the Nature of an Oath to him, and that he 
1 would be puniſhed in this World, and in the next, 
* 


| and he was often aſked if he underſtood it, and if 
fl 1 underſtood what he was explaining, and he ſaid 
Nl e did. | 
| Sir, to the 4th Interrogatory he ſays, that Webb, 
in the Preſence of Mr, Jones, Mr. Pilcher, and the 
Reſpondent, did deſcribe a varicty of bad Prac- 
tices, but, notwithſtanding this, he heſitated a great 
deal before he took the Oath, and trembled at every 
Nerve when he did. | 
Sir, Jane Parker is examined, the Wife of Cap- 
tain Parker :—She ſays, that after ſhe heard this 
Report, ſhe was determined to enquire the Opinion 
of the Neighbours, and her Acquaintance at Green- 
wich—ſhe heard that none of her Neighbours be- 
lieved the Story—ſhe therefore continued to viſit 
Mrs. Inglefield, and ſo continued ever ſince. 
Now, Sir, I am come to the ſecond Examina- 
tion of John Webb, who was examined 1n July, 
1785, when he tells this Story :—That he was 
fome Time ago taken out of a Flag of Truce Ship, 
by Captain Aﬀeck, from a Spaniſh Ship—that he 
had him ſome Time in his Service—in May, 1783, 
he told him he had no farther Service for him, but 
would recommend him to a good Maſter, and ſend 
him to a Friend—he ſays, Captain Affleck _ 
| im 
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him to Captain Inglefield, at Singlewell—he fays, 
he ſtaid there, and remained till the 27th of May, 
1785—that during the Time he ſtaid with him the 
Captain, in general, treated him well—that he 
lived with him from May, 1783, till the 27th of 
May, 1785,—he ſays, that the Captain, in general, 
treated him well, but ſometimes he was ſavage, and 
beat him much, and that he always ſtood in Fear 
of him—He ſays that Mrs. Inglefield always be- 
haved to him as a Miſtreſs ſhould, and kept him 
at a proper Diſtance—he denies any Familiarity of 
him to her, or her to him, and fays, ſhe conſtantly 
behaved with Decency and Modeity—that, as far 
as he could. perceive, ſhe was a virtuous Wife— 
that hg never ſaw her guilty of the leaſt Indecency, 
or Familiarity with him or any other Perſon that 
ſhe never admitted him to her Bed Chamber im- 
properly, or unleſs he come with ſome Buſineſs re- 
ſpecting ſome Houſehold Affairs, or a Meſſage 

at ſhe never ſent her Children out of the Way 
that ſhe might be left alone with him, or her Ser- 
vants— that when the Captain was abſent, he ſays, 
he laid the Cloth, and brought ſuch Things as wert 
neceſſary to have, by her Order he quitted the 
Room, and did not wait or go in till ſne rung 
that the Reaſon he ſwore his Miſtreſs ever took 
improper Liberties with him, or he with her, was 
becauſe Captain Inglefield challenged him in the 
moſt ſevere Manner, and told him he had had an 
improper Correſpondence with his Wife, and ſaid, 
he had ſeen him kiſs her, which the Deponant re- 
peatedly denied ; but the Captain perſiſted that he 
had ſeen him, damned him, and ſtamped with his 
Foot at him in a Paſſion, which fo alarmed him 
that he was frightened into a falſe Confeſſion— 
that the Captain took him before a Magiſtrate, at 
Rocheſter, where, he declares, at that Time _ 
Oar! 
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Oath was given, he was ſo frightened that he did 
not know the Nature of it — that the Captain hag 
ſince told the Deponent, Webb, that he mult be 
ſure to keep in the ſame Story—this was the only 
reaſon for continuing in it—that he has fince been 
very uneaſy in his Mind, and has been ſtrictly ad- 
moniſhed in the Nature of a falſe Oath ſince he 
quited the Service of Captain Inglefield, — that 
he was therefore reſolved to ſpeak the Truth, by 
contradicting his former Evidence, in that molt 
ſolemn Manner before God—he ſays, he was de- 
termined to do this be the Conſequences what they 
may. Pi 
He ſays, that Ann Inglefield was never guilty, 
on board of the Scipio, of the leaſt Indecency with 
him — he remembers ſhe went from Singlewell 
about the Apple Seaſon of 1785, to Sheerneſs, in 
Order to go on board the Ship that ſhe returned 
to Singlewell, and from thence he returned to the 
Ship, and then returned again to Singlewell juſt 
before Chriſtmas, and that ſhe then went to Green- 
wich, to her Mother—he then tells the Story of 
laſhing the Bed—that it was Part of his Duty on 
board to laſh the Bed, and put it in a Corner, and 
it was generally laſhed till they went to Bed, and it 
was the Deponent's Duty to aſſiſt ; — Deponent 
ſays, he received the Ship's Pay inſtead of Wages, 
and when he had received it, the Captain took it, 
and ſaid he would provide him with Cloaths, fo 
that the Deponent totally depended upon him 
that the Captain beat him once ſeverely for pawn- 
ing a Great Coat of his, which he thought was 
cruel, as the Coat was his owa, and he had paid for 
it.—He ſays, that he was examined to the 11th 
Interrogatory before the Reverend Mr. Martin, 


. who was the Ship's one Gat reſpecting his having 


had criminal .Intercon 


e with his Miſtreſs, and he 
told 


_—_ 


(. is }) 
told him the ſame Story he had told the Captain; 
for he knew, if he had contradicted it, he ſhould 


have been puniſned. 
He ſays to the 12th Interrogatory, that he was 


examined by Major Wood and by Lieutenant 


Brett and Lieutenant Rogers, at the Time when 
the Captain was in London — he ſays that no 
Threats were uſed, but as the Miniſtrant had been 
before ordered by Captain Inglefield to keep in the 
ſame Story, he was fearful of contradicting it—he 
ſays that at the Time of his Examination he was 
on board the Ship.—This was an Examination in 
January; he ſaid he was examined on board the 
Ship Scipio, where he was kept, and not ſuffered 
to go on ſhore from the Ship, for above a Month, 
till he was brought from the Ship to London, and 
was afterwards carried to Doctor's-Commons to be 
examined. 6 | x 

He ſays to the 15th Interrogatory, the Reſpon- 
dent received from the Captain after he came out 
of the Cabin, when he firſt confeſſed being criminal 
with his Miſtreſs, a Guinea, and the Captain ſaid, 
Jack you are a Boy,” the Captain how- 
ever afterwards took the Guinea again from him, 
and gave him half a Crown, and deſired him not 
to ſay he had had any Money—he ſays he was 
brought to London three Weeks before he was 
examined upon the Part of the Captain, and lived 
with him. 

Dr. Compton. He ſays he was carried to the 
Ship from DoCtor's-Commons. | 

Dr. Harris. He ſtaid in London three Weeks 
before he was examined, and lived with the Cap- 
tain, and was not ſuffered to go out but upon 
trifling Errands, till after his Examination—that 
he went in the Service of Mr. Pilcher at Rocheſter, 
after he quitted Captain Inglefield. 5 

He 
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He ſays to the 19th Interrogatory, he quitted 
Mr. Pilcher upon Friday in the Forenoon, the 
15th of July—he ſays he got to Greenwich that 
Night\ after quitting Mr. Pilcher's Service, and 
went to the Houſe of Mr. Mills. —He fays that 
none of the Servants, neither Betty Wells, or 
Nanny the Cook, or James Harris, had deſired 
him to deny what he had ſaid of his Miſtreſs, or 
have threatened him in any Manner whatever — 
thar he has not been promiſed any thing by any 
Perſon, and that when this Buſineſs is over, he 
muſt go to Weſtminſter to an Acquaintance, to do 
as well as he can, in order to get a Place. 

Sir, to the 21ſt Interrogatory he ſays, he has 
not ſeen the Producent ſince laſt Chriſtmas, which 
was before his former Examination. The Re- 
ſpondent ſays to the 22d Interrogatory, of his own 
Account, and without Solicitation, he denied to 
Mr. Mills what he had ſaid formerly, reſpecting 
his Miſtreſs being criminal with him. 

Now Sir, I ſhall mention the Allegation given 
by Captain - Inglefield.—His Allegation ſets forth 
the firſt Article of Mrs. Inglefield's laſt pleading 

of the Captain's bad Temper, and that he loſt all 
Affection, and pretended to ſuſpect her of certain 
Facts; and he pleads that he was an affectionate 
Huſband till he diſcovered her Intercourſe. — In 
the 2d Article of the Allegation, they had diſ- 
covered in the Abſence of Mr. Brett, the Ad- 
vancements ſhe made to Webb — that Captain 
Inglefield had made Martin Chaplain of the Scipio, 
to examine him, and admoniſh him to ſpeak the 
Truth, and was alone with him—that Webb ſtill 
perſiſted in the Story of her Endeavours to cor- 
rupt him.—In the 5th Article he ſays, that Webb 
was again examined by Rogers and Brett, and 

they enjoined him to ſpeak the Truth. but "_ 


* 
till perſiſted in his Story — the Allegation ſtates, 
Webb was again examined in Rocheſter, by the 
Reverend Mr. Thomas Jones, Edward Pilcher and 
William Parker, that they preſſed him to ſpeak 
Truth, and that he ſtill perſiſted in his Story. 

The 6th Article recites the iſt Article of the 


Examination; and I think in contradiction to it 


ſhe pleads her bad Health—the 7th recites the iſt 
Article of Mrs. Inglefield's Examination; which 
pleads Webb to be under the controul of the 
Captain — he contradicts this, and ſays he was 
diſmiſſed in May, 1785, and that he went to live 
with Mr. Pilcher, a Gentleman, at Rocheſter. 

' In the 8th Article of the Allegation he ſays, no 
Faith ſhould be given to Samuel Mills or Elizabeth 
Wells, two Witneſſes examined upon the Part of 
Mrs. Inglefield — that they had confederated to- 
gether to defeat Juſtice — that Elizabeth Wells 
uſed to meet Webb at Pilcher's, and endeavoured 
to prevail upon him to deny what he had before 
ſaid—that ſhe threatened him, that he was terrified 
at her; and it was at her Inſtigation, and that to 
ſave his life, he put himſelf into her hands — that 
ſhe made him quit Pilcher's, to go in a Chaiſe to 
Greenwich to Mills — that Mills entertamed him, 
and wickedly prevailed upon him to go before a 
Magiſtrate and contradict his former Depoſition 
it concludes with ſaying, that Mr. Mills and 
Elizabeth Wells, had been actuated by Mills and 
plotted againſt Captain Inglefield, and would for- 
ſwear himſelf; and in ſhort ſubborn any other 
Perſon to take a falſe Oath. 8 

Sir, amongſt the Witneſſes examined in ſuppo 
of that Allegation, is the Reverend David Martin, 
the Chaplain of the Scipio, he ſays upon the 27th 
of December, 1784, he was ſent for by the Cap- 
tain— that he went on board in order to obey the 
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—ptain's Commands—that he ſaw him vu 2c 
agitated, and then he had his Officers about hin 
he ſays the Captain deſired hun, the Deponent, to 
examine Webb that Deponent conſented and did 
examine Webb — that he firſt exhorted him to 
ſpeak the Truth — that he related a Variety of 


Ways to which his Miſtreſs had endeavoured to 


ſeduce him to commit Adultery with her. — This 
Gentleman 1s examined upon Interrogatories — to 
the 4th Interrogatory he anſwers, that ſuppoſing 
the Confeſſion of Webb falſe, he thinks it very 
likely he would perſiſt in it, while retained on 
board the Ship.—He ſays to the 6th Interrogatory 
that Captain Inglefield told him, he had enter- 
tained Suſpicions, and had obſerved Webb through 
a Window, fitting upon his Wife's Knee — that 
he had received an anonimous Letter; but the 
Captain gave no Reaſon why he had not made the 
Matter known before — that after the Reſpondent 
heard Webb's Confeſſion, the Refpondent told him 
e there was great Inconſiſtency in it, and 
that in his Opinion, he had ſaid too little or too 
much. | | 
Mr. Edward Pilcher is examined, at whoſe 
Houſe this Examination was of Webb—and he 
ſays, the Sin of Perjury was explained to Webb, 
by Mr. Jones and by Captain Parker himſelf — 
that Webb appeared to be much frightened, and 
he ſaid every thing to encourage him, and impreſs 
in his Mind the Neceſſity of ſpeaking the Truth 
—that he then ſeemed more compoſed—that the 
Deponent thought it his Duty to {wear him to 
ſpeak the Truth. 2 
I bere is a John Ruſſel examined, a Juſtice of 
the Peace at Greenwich, —He ſays, he knows Cap- 
tain Inglefield, and Mr. Mills, that Mr. Mills 
did apply to him ſome Time ago upon an Affair 
between 


6 


between Captain Inglefield and his Wife; con- 
ceiving the Matter not cognizeable by him, he 
declined ſwearing the Boy, or doing any thing of 
the Buſineſs. He is examined upon Interroga- 
tories, upon which he fays, he knows Mr. Mills 
for many Years—that he is an honeft, good Man, 
and he has not the leaſt Apprehenſion that he 
would confederate, or join to defeat the Cauſe of 
Juſtice, or perſuade others to do fo. | 
Another Witneſs is Mr. Samuel Gillam.—He 
ſays, Samuel Mills applied to him to ſwear a 
Negro to an Afﬀidavit—he ſays, he obſerved” the 
negro Boy to be young, and that he was a Markſ- 
man—he, the. Juſtice, took Pains to explain the 
Nature of an Qath to him—he ſays he read the 
Affidavit, and queſtioned him very particularly 
about the Truth of it — he ſays he received very 
fatisfactory Anſwers, and then he adminittered the 
uſual Oath, which the Black took—he is examined 
to the toth Interrogatory, which is in regard to 
Mr, Mills's Character, and, he ſays, he knows 
not a Man of a better Character. | 
The Rev. Mr. Jones is examined as a Witneſs 
upon this Plea, he was one of the Examiners of 
John Webb, at Rocheſter. —He ſays to this In- 
terrogatory, that when the Reſpondent preſſed 
upon him the Importance of an Oath, he ſeemed 
much awed. 
The laſt Allegation, 1s the Allegation upon the 
Part of Mrs. Inglefield, ſhe recites a great Part of 
Captain Inglefield's Allegation, pleading, Mills 
and Elizabeth Wells confederating together, in 
order to defeat Juſtice, and ſhe alledges, by her 
Pleading, that ſoon after Webb quitted Mr. Ingle- 
field's Service, and found himſelf free, he volun- 
tarily declared every Thing he had before {worn 
againſt his Miſtreſs to be falſe, and that he n 
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been induced to ſay and ſwear what he did, thro' 
Fear and Intimidation, and that he ſo declared 
before he had ſeen or ſpoken to Mrs. Wells, or 
Mr. Mills — ſhe ſays, that Webb never was under 
the Controul either of Elizabeth Wells, or of Mr. 
Mills, and that they never had threatened or per- 
ſuaded him to ſpeak contrary to Truth, and was 
incapable of ſo doing. 
Several Witneſſes are examined upon this Alle- 
tion, amongſt the reſt Samuel Mills, who de- 
cribes himſelf to be a Surgeon and Apotheca- 
ry, of Greenwich, — He ſays he knew her from 
a Child, and that he was ſent for, in Decem- 
ber, 1784, in his Profeſſion, to attend her—ſhe 
ſaid her Complaint aroſe from her Mind, and that 
her Huſband had deſerted and accuſed her with 
Familiarity, with one John Webb, a black Ser- 
vant that Deponent was ſtruck - that he believed 
her Innocent, and intereſted himſelf in her Favour 
— he ſays that John Webb came to him 15th of 
July, 1785, at Greenwich, and voluntarily declared 
what he had formerly fworn againſt his Miſtreſs 
was falfe, and that he had ſet his Hand and accu- 
ſed her through Fear of Captain Inglefield, who 
always put Queſtions to him, and if he denied it, 
the Captain repeated the Queſtion with a ſevere 
Look and an Oath — that that ſo intimidated him, 
that he anſwered yes, to every Queſtion—that after 
he had quitted the Captain's Service, he was no 
longer in dread of him, and that he could not be 
happy till he had told the Truth—that Webb has 
never been under Fear of the Deponent—that is 
Mills, or in the Cuſtody of this Deponent — that 
Deponent has no Reſentment againſt Captain Ingle- 
held—nor would from Malice do any Thing to 
his Prejudice nor would he ſuborn any Witneſs, 
or Witneſſes. 


Elizabeth 


a 


Elizabeth Wells was examined upon this Allega- 
tion: — She ſays, ſhe lived fifteen Months Fellow 
Servant with Webb, with Captain Inglefield, at 
Singlewell — that ſince this Cauſe, the Deponent 
has lived with her Mother, at Cobham, in Kent, 
upon the Deponent's Mother — ſhe ſays, in July, 
1785, Webb called upon her, at Cobham, and ex- 
preſſed great Uneaſineſs of Mind till he had con- 
tradicted what he had ſaid againſt his Miſtreſs— 
that Webb told her that Captain Inglefield, by 
Threats, had made him ſwear what he had ſwore 

that what he had ſwore was falſe—that he had 
- quited his Service, and was no longer under Fear, 
and deſired her to acquaint Mrs, Inglefield he was 
ready to unſay and unſware what he had ſaid be- 


fore, which was falſe : — The Deponent declares, - 


upon her Oath, this was a free Confeſſion of Webb, 
and not extorted, and that he was under no influ- 
ence from her. 

'Another Witneſs examined, is Suſannah Plea- 
ſance : — She deſcribes herſelf as the Houſekeeper 
to Mr. Pilcher—ſhe ſays, that one Day, ſix Months 
ſince (ſhe was examined in February, 1786, that 
muſt have been about June) — She was reading a 
Bible, and Webb appeared very uneaſy in his 
Mind, and aſked the Deponent what the Puniſh- 
ment due to a falſe Witneſs was ; he told her he 
was very unealy in his Mind — that he could not 
reſt, and muſt tell the Deponent the Caſe, and then 
faid, he had fworn falſely againſt his Miſtreſs, and 
declared to her in ſolemn Words, * As I am before 
God and you, ſbe is innocent. He faid, the Puniſh- 
ments on board the Ships are fo cruel,” I was 
frightened to ſay what I have ſaid — he ſaid, that 


the Captain had given him a Guinea, and defired 
him to keep in the ſame Story — he ſaid, he hoped. 


God and his Miſtreſs would forgive him, for No- 
C 3 thing 
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thing but Fear ſhould have induced him to be fo 
wicked. 

James Wells, the Brother of Elizabeth Wells, is 
examined: — He ſays, he had no knowledge of 
Captain Inglefield and his Wife; but he has been 
in Company with John Webb three Times, at his 
Mother's Houle, at Cobham—he recollects he ſaw 
Webb; in July, when Webb came there to fee his 
Siſter, who had lived Fellow Servant with him 
he ſays, he heard Webb ſay he was very uneaſy in 
his Mind — that Captain Inglefield had made him 
ſell himſelf to the Devil, by making him _ 
falſely againft his Miſtreſs — that he could get n 
Reſt Night nor Day; and he deſired Elizabeth, the 
Deponent's Siſter, to write to his Miſtreſs : —he 
ſays, that Webb called again the next Day, and in 
the Deponent's Preſence and hearing, aſked her if 
ſhe had wrote a Letter — ſhe ſaid, No; and he 
preſſed her very much to do it; —and he believes, 
in Conſequence of Webb's preſſing her ſo to do, 
that ſhe went herſelf to Greenwich, to Mrs. Ingle- 
field, to inform her what the Black ſaid. 

Then one Edward Latter is examined as'z Wit- 
neſs, who was the Coachman to Mr. Pilcher :;— 
He ſays, he was a Fellow Servant to Webb feven 
Weeks, at Mr. Pilcher's, and he frequently heard 
Webb ſay, when he ſlept with him, that he was an 
unhappy Man — that he ſhould never be eaſy — he 
had accuſed his Miſtreſs, who was innocent — that 
he never ſhould have ſaid fo, if the Captain had not 
frightened him, and extorted a Confeflion : — The 
Deponent ſays, this Confeſſion of Webb's was vo- 
luntary that it could not be otherwiſe — it could 
not be extorted for that Deponent had no know- 
ledge of the Parties: Theſe are the Words of the 
Man: He ſays, that Wetb told him, the Captain 


onee, when the Ship was in che Chathain _ 
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bid him kiſs his Miſtreſs while he was dreſſing her 
Hair, and he would bore a Hole and look through 
the Pannel of the Wainſcot — the Witneſs ſaid, 
Webb told him that the Captain did bore a Hole 
—that he was ſo frightened that he did not offer to 
kifs her, or take any Liberties with her — he ſays, 
that Webb told him the Way the Captain took, 


was to ſay to him, firſt looking ſternly, Jack, you 


have been kiſſing your Miſtreſs—he would anſwer, 
I have not — the Captain would ſay, You Raſcal, 
how dare you deny it? I ſaw you, and I will give 
you Time to Conſider of it— the Captain would 
leave him, and return to him again, and ſay, Have 
you confidered it? — Webb would anſwer ſtill, I 
have not — he would damn him, and ſay, How 
dare you deny it? which fo intimidated him, he 
would ſay yes to every thing: — He ſays, Webb 
alſo told him, that when he anſwered yes, the Cap- 
tain gave him a Guinea, and faid, he was a goo 

Boy; but the next Day he took it from him, and 
gave him Half a Crown. 

John Cochran is another Witneſs examined. 
He ſpeaks to the Character of Mr. Mills —he ſays 
he is a worthy honeſt Man—he ſays, he knows the 
Captain by Sight—and that he remembers, in July, 
ſeeing Mr. Webb at the Houſe of Mr. Mills — he 
believes Webb was ſent for by the Producent, and 
by Mr. Mills — that he heard Webb declare he 
was unhappy upon Account of what he had ſaid 
againft his Miſtreſs, which was totally falſe — that 


he heard Webb ſay, his Maſter had frightened him, 
and that ſhe was innocent: — This Witneſs too 


ſpeaks to Webb's Declaration — as to the Method 
the Captain took — that he uſed to look ſternly, 
and fay, Jack, you have been taking Libernes 
with my Wife, and ſtamp, and ftare — and he 


ſpeaks to Webb's Declaration, of his ordering him 
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to kiſs her when he was dreſſing her hair—that the 
Lad was frightened, and dared not do it : — As to 
the Reſt, he ſpeaks pretty much 1n the ſame Mode 
as Latter has ſworn upon the ſame Occaſion ; — 


He ſays, Webb declared he had not the leaſt Rea- 


ſon to ſpeak in Prejudice of his Miſtreſs ; but. he 
was afraid of being flogged if he contradicted any 
Thing his Maſter ſaid. 0 

This Witneſs was examined to Interrogatory 3d, 
and he ſays, that he was told by Webb, that he 
was examined, in the Month of January, 1785, by 
Mr. Pilcher, reſpecting his having taken improper 
Familiarities with his Miſtrefs — that he never was 
ſo frightened in his Life — that he was afraid to 
contradi&t his Maſter; for, at the Time, he was 


not only his Servant, but entered on board the 
Ship as a Seaman ; and he was therefore afraid of 


being flogged, and ſent back to the Weſt Indies. 
There is a Witneſs examined, whoſe Name is 

Ann Power: — She ſays, ſhe had been a Servant 

with Mrs Inglefield — in Michalmas, 1784, ſhe 


went Nurſtry Maid to Captain Inglefield and his 


Wife, and ſhe ſtaid to May, 1785 — ſhe ſays, that 
Webb was her Fellow Servant—it was this Maid's 
Misfortune to go in May to live with Mr. Pilcher 
alſo, and there ſhe became Fellow Servant again 
with Webb: — This Witneſs alſo ſpeaks to the 
ſame : — She ſays, at Pilcher's, Webb declared to 
her, he was very unhappy, and did not ſay why, till 
Deponent aſked why; to which he replied, the 
Captain was a very bad Man, and had made him 
ſwarc falſely ; and ſaid, he ſhould not be happy till 
he declared the Truth — that the Deponent had 
ſeen Elizabeth Wells at Pilcher's, whilſt at Cob- 
ham, dur never heard her perſuade Webb, or 
frighten Webb; but ſhe has heard Webb, of his 
own Accord, with great Uneaſineſs declare this to 
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Elizabeth Wells — and ſhe ſays, Elizabeth Wells 
is a Girl of good Character. y 
Another Witneſs is William Thompſon :—He 
fays, he was on board the Ship Scipio whilſt Webb 
lived at Mr. Pilcher's, —and that Webb came on 
board to ſee him—and Webb told him he was 
happy to ſee him, for he, Webb, was very unealy— 
and that Mr. Pilcher's Houſekeeper had been 
reading the Scripture to him—and,. upon this, he 
told this Man, this Thompſon, hat he could not 
reſt till he had contradifted what he had falſely 
faid of it; declaring, of his own Accord, that his 
Miſtreſs was innocent. 
The laſt Witneſs I ſhall mention, is one Wil- 
liam Candy, who deſcribes himſelf to be a Water- 
man, belonging to the Cuſtom Houſe :—He ſays, 
he went to ſee Webb, at Mr. Pilcher's, ſome Time 
in July—that they went together to a Public 
Houſe—that Deponent, having heard à Story and 
Report, in Converſation, aſked him about the 
Truth of it — that Webb made a free Confeſſion 
to him, upon this, and ſaid, every Thing that he 
had ſworn before was wholly falſe and untrue 
that he had been induced, by Intimidation of his 
Maſter, the Captain, to charge and accuſe her 
that he was under great Anxiety of Mind on Ac- 
count thereot, x was very deſirous to retract 
what he had ſaid, and make every Reparation in 
his Power; and he ſpeaks to this final Declaration 
of Webb—thar Webb ſaid, Captain Inglefield had 
offered him Money before he defamed her—that 
he afterwards offered him Ten Guineas to quit the 
Kingdom“. => 
 *® It is proper to obſerve, that the ſix Witneſſes, who have 
depoſed that the Black made the Confeſſion, and having ſworn 
falſely againſt me, were all perfect Strangers to Mr. Mills; 
two only, known to me; and what the Black had recited to 
each, was declared before Mr. Mills or myſelf had the leaſt In- 
timation of this his conſcientious Recantation. 8 
In, 
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Sir, theſe are the material Parts of the Evidence 
I thought proper to open to you upon the Part 
of Mrs. Inglefield ; when you have heard Coun- 
ſel, my Prayer will be that you will order him 


ts take her home and live with her again. 


Dr. Wynne (The King's Advocate General.) 
Sir, pleaſe to favour me in this Cauſe, on the 
Behalf of Captain Nicholſon Inglefield : — The 
Doctor has opened the Cate ſo very nunutely, that 
I ſhall think i neceſſary to take up much leſs Time 
than I otherwiſe ſhould ; but the Evidence that will 
tnilitate againſt the Concluſon he has drawn, is 
what I ſhall open; and when I hear the Anſwers 
to that Evidence, it will be my Buſinaſs to reply 
tO It. 
The Subſtance of the Allegation which has been 
given in by Captain Inglefield, in Reply to the 
Label, which is the ordinary Libel in the Caſe of 
Reſtitution, has been ſtated to you : — There were 
four Witneſſes examined upon the Allegation, the 
firſt of whom produces the Queſtion Hefore you, 
and the fecond of thoſe the Doctor has opened to 
you particularly, the Evidence of John Webb and 
Charles M*Carthy ; I ſhall not fay any thing fur- 
ther to you with Reſpect to thoſe Witneſſes; there 
are two more examined to that Allegation, the 
Doctor did not touch upon, which I ſhall mention 
to you: — The firſt is Mr. Albert Innes, a Mer- 
chant of London, of good Credit, and an Agent 
of Captain Inglefield's; and you will find his fpeak- 
ing to an Acconnt of his having been intimately 
acquainted with Captain Inglefield and that he 
has been at various Times with him, at his Houſe, 
from the Time of his Marriage down to July laſt, 
that is 1784 :—He ſays, that by that Means he had 
an Opportunity of knowing the Captain's Cha- 
racter — and that in all his Obſervations, he never 
knew a Man à more tender, affectionate, and in- 
| dulgent 
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dulgent Huſband, or a Man that took more Hap- 
pineſs in his Family. 

He proves, that when his Duty called him 
abroad, he left unlimited Orders to him, the De- 
ponent, to furniſh his Wife with whatever Money 
ſhe ſhould apply for—and in Conſequence of thoſe 
Orders he did, between the Month of October, 
1780, and the 25th of December, 1782, furniſh 
her with Money to the Amount of £765, over and 
above which, ſhe received { 240 as the Intereſt of 
the Dividends of Money which Captain Inglefield 
had in the Stocks—and he ſays, in Anſwer to the 
roth Interrogatory, he thinks there is not a Man 
of more amiable and placid Diſpoſition that the 
general "Tenure of his Behaviour to his Wife, as 
far as Deponent was a Witneſs to his Behaviour, 
was ſuch. 

The 4th Witneſs which he examined, was Tho- 
mas Slade Featus ; he was a Midſhipman, a Youth 
of about fourteen Years of Age“, and lived with 
Captain Inglefield 

Sir, you will find the Fact he ſpeaks of, in his 
Depoſition : — That during the Time he lived with 
his Uncle, there lived there likewiſe a black Ser- 
vant, one John Webb; and that one Forenoon, 
during the Time he lived at Singlewell, which is 
a houſe of Captain Inglefield's, near Chatham, that 
was about 1783, and ſhe continued in Poſſeſſion of 
it during the Whole of that Year, and the next, 
which was 1784 — this young Man fays, in the 
Forenoon, one Day, during the Time that he ſo 
lived with his Aunt, ſhe had been giving Direc- 
tions to the Cook about Dinner, and told Webb, 
if he would come up Stairs, ſhe would give him 
the Plate ro clean ; accordingly ſhe went up Stairs 
mto her Bed Chamber, and the Deponent followed 

* Fourtten when examined ; but, little more than Twelve, 
at the Time he depoſes the Facts to have paſſed. 

| i, her 
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her — he fays, that ſoon after, John Webb came 
into the Room — that Mrs. Inglefield then went to 
the Cloſet, and faid, ſhe had forgot the Key, that 
ſhe had left it below Stairs, deſired the Deponent 
to go and fetch it, ſhe told him ſhe belieyed ſhe 
left it in the back Parlour — accordingly, he ſays, 
he went down — that he found the Key, after a 
Search of about five or ten Minutes — that he re- 
turnd up Stairs and gave it to his Aunt, who was 
in the Bed Chamber - that John Webb was ſtand- 
ing near her at the Time. 

Sir, in Reply to the Facts that are ſtated in this 
Allegation, upon which four Witneſies were ex- 
amined, Mrs. Inglefield gave in an Allegation ; 
and annexed to that 1s a Letter, the Subſtance of 
that Letter I ſhall deſire to open particularly; 1 
believe it will appear macrial. 

The Account ſhe gives of it in her Allegation 
is, that her Huſband, Captain Inglefield, left her 
in the Month of December, at Chatham, in 1784 ; 
that he appeared to leave her in a very good Hu- 
mour, and told her, ſhe ſhould go to Greenwich, 
to her Mother's, and he would come to her upon 
the Chriſtmas Eve, in Order to paſs the Chriſtmas 
there with her: — ſhe ſays, he did not come, but 
a Letter was ſent, written and ſubſcribed by Cap- 
tain Inglefield, to her, which ſhe received upon the 
25th of December; and it is ta the folllowing 
Effect: F 
My Letter would have informed you of your 
* Accuſers,” (this ſhews a very agitated Mind, 
certainly it appears to be ſo, I ſuppoſe the Mean- 
ing of that muſt be, it would have given her an 
Anſwer to the Queſtion, Who were her Accuſers ?) 
he then fays, © if you have not received it yet, 
« know that the Day you left Chatham, a Piece 
« of Paper was put into my Hand, hinting to me, 
« what I indeed but too well knew before; on my 
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going on Board the Scipio, I immediately taxed 
the Boy, who immediately cried, and declared, 
his Miſtreſs would kill him if he was to tell, and 
then related every Circumſtance from your firſt 
kiſſing him by the Fire- ſide, when he was ſweep- 
ing the Hearth, which was not more than a 
Month after his return with me from Portſ- 
mouth, that he always endeavoured to ſhun you, 
and when he did not come you threatened to 
tell me, and which I remember you did. 
Among other of your Practices with him, the 
Night that I was at Mr. Dalton's, when I re- 
turned fo late, you ordered him to follow you 
to your Bedchamber, where you ſet upon the 
Foot of the Bed, by every lewd Practice endea- 
voured to ſeduce him to your Purpoſe; that. you 
at another Time, got him to promiſe that he 
would come to you in Bed, and that you ſaid 
you would leave the Door open, but that he was 
afraid, and did not, and the next Morning was 
very angry; that in the Night you rung the 
Bell, * Betty went, you told her, it was 
Jack you wanted; a Variety of lewd and inde- 
cent Practices he related, and I find he bore the 
Jokes of the Servants about it; I confeſs to you 
having ſufficient Reaſon to ſuſpect ſomething 
improper; I have often been in the fore Court, 
when you thought me from Home; it was from 
thence through one of the Light Holes of the 
Window that I ſaw you kiſs him, and Kitty in 
the Room, but having often watched you, and 
never ſeen no more, though it deſtroyed my 
Peace of Mind, I thought it was nothing more 
than an improper piece of Imprudence, arifing 
from Curiolity, and, inſtead of accufing, I ſtill 
adviſed you; and willing to know whether the 
Child had ſeen it, I told her, ſhe never ſaw any 
Body kiſs Mamma but me, when ſhe inſtantly 
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« replied, yes, ſhe had ſeen Jack, the Black; this 
« indeed alarmed me, becaule the Child I knew 
« might ſay the fame in the Kitchen, and the 
« world would not judge fo charitably as myteit; 
« you know I inceſſantly cautioned you, and when 
© we embarked on Board the Scipio, I adviſed 
<« you to be particularly cautious, yet you was ſo 
“ much bedevil'd, that you could not help calling 
& him into the Cabin, where he remained with 
© you near half an Hour, this when I came on 
© Board was revealed to me, with Concern, by 
* M*Carthy; and the Boy in his Relation de- 
ce clares, that you then repeated thoſe Practices; 
| © he declares that he was always ſo much afraid, 
ce that he never was criminal with you, but that 
8 E practiſed every Sort of Seduction to induce 
« him, and always told him, that if he mentioned 
© it, the World or his Maſter would never be- 
« heye him, and you would kill him, and that I 
© ſhould flog him to death; this is ſufficient to 
« make you underſtand the Nature of your Ac- 


0 cuſation. 
(Signed) J. N. Inglefield. 


This is introduced by the Lady herſelf, as a 
Part of her Defence, annexed to her Allegation, 
ſhe pleads ſhe received it on the 25th of Decem- 
ber, and you will find the Plea returned in this 
. in the 4th Seſſions of the Hillary Term fol- 

wing. 8 | 

. it is pleaded in this Allegation, that every 
Thing that has been ſaid in his Plea is a Falſity, 
for that this Boy is a Slave, who can be made to 
lay whatever Captain Inglefield thinks fit, and that 
he, Captain Inglefield, inſtead of being a kind 
indulgent Huſband, as he has ſtated himſelf to be, 
is a Man of a cruel, ſavage Diſpoſition, that had 
taken the Reſolution of deſerting his Wife, — 


E 


had made Uſe of this Means in order ta obtain 
that Purpoſe. 

Sir, they have examined a great Number of 
Witneſſes reſpecting this Cauſc, and we have put 
in Interrogatorics aclpenang thoſe Witneſſes, and 
they are, as the Doctor has ſaid, nine of the Per- 
ſons who reſided in Captain Ingleficld's Family; 
and we have put in Interrogetaries to every one 
reſpecting the Behaviour of Captain Inglefield to 
his Wife. You will find the Manner in which 
thoſe Witneſſes depoſe to thoſe Interrogatories. 

The ſecond of them, whoſe Name 1s. William 
Scrimes, who was a Gardener, depoſcs in this Man- 
ner:— He ſays, to the 3d Interrogatory, he always 
looked upon the Miniſtrant as a good tempered 
Man — he always thought him a good Huſband ; 
ſo in general all the Witneſſes ſpeak in that Man- 
ner. You will find an Exception to two, that was 

inted out by the Doctor; there is a Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Wells, whom the Doctor has mentioned ſhe 
certainly is a very principal Perſon in this Buſineſs; 
the Account Wells gives of the Behaviour of her 
Maſter to her Miſtreſs, is to this Effect: — She is 
aſked, If ſhe never thought the Miniſtrant was a 
good natured Man; but ſhe ſays, ſhe never ſaw him 
treat the Producent ill—but ſhe cannot pretend to 
anſwer, he treated her with the greateſt Kindneſs, 
Love, and Affection. This is the Whole of the 
Evidence upon this Part of the Buſineſs ; at laſt, 
it will appear to you, that 1s all the Account the 
can give of the ill Treatment, the favage, cruel 
Freatment of her Maſter to her Miſtreſs. | 

Sir, I have been deſired to point out to you the 
Evidence of Mrs. Catherine Smith, the Mother of 
the Party: — Mrs. Catherine Smith ſays, as far as 
ſhe could judge of the Temper and Diſpoſition of 


the Miniſtrant, he was pleaſant and good n 
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( 32 ) 
and at others the contrary ; ſhe cannot pretend to 
ſay, ſhe ever ſaw him treat Producent ill. 

Sir, upon the Allegation given in, in Anſwer to 
Mrs. Inglefield's Allegation, Captain Inglefield has 
examined ſeveral Gentlemen, who, at his Defire; 
took a great Deal of Pains in Order to diſcover the 
Truth of the Buſineſs : Of the Accounts, three or 
four, which they give, I will beg leave to mention 
ſhortly : — The firſt of them is the Reverend Mr. 
James Jones. — Mr. Jones is deſired by Captain 
Inglefield to be preſent at a Sort of Examination 
of his black Servant, at Rocheſter — He ſays, ac- 
cordingly he went to the Houſe of a Mr. Pilcher, 
a Gentleman there and a Magiſtrate, for the Pur- 
poſe ; and, Captain Inglefield having firſt informed 
the Deponent of the Reaſons he had to ſuſpect his 
Wife's Fidelity, he ſays, after Dinner, it happened 
upon the 28th of December, John Webb was 
called into the Room — that there were then pre- 
ſent, Captain Inglefield, Mr. Pilcher, and the De- 
ponent — that upon his coming into the Room, 
Captain Inglefield did, in as mild Terms as poffi- 
ble, requeſt him to relate whar he had before con- 
feſſed, for there had been a Sort of Examination 
before, on board the Scipio, he requeſted him to 
relate what he had before confeſſed, reſpecting his 
Miſtreſs's Behaviour — He ſays, Webb thereupon 
began relating ſome Parts, but that Captain Ingle- 
field defired Captain Parker might be waited for, 
he accordingly was, and Captain Parker came in 
ſoon after; Webb was again called into the Room, 
but Captain Inglefield withdrew before che Exami- 
nation paſſed he ſays, Webb then went 1nto a 

articular Narrative of his Miſtreſs's Conduct to 
im for the laſt rwelve or fourteen Months ; from 
which it appeared ſhe had perpetually uſed Endea- 
vours to tempt him to commit Adultery with her — 


he ſays, that he, the Witneſs, during his Narrative, 


frequently 
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ſrequentiy took Occaſion to caution him as to the 
ſolemn Nature of an Oath, and the heinous Sin of 
falſe Swearing, as did likewiſe Mr. Pilcher and 
Captain Parker — he ſays, their Caution ſcemed to 
have great Effect upon him — thar he took gfeat 
Pains to make Webb ſenſible, that being a free 
Man, he had no Reaſon to be afraid of his Maſter, 
Captain Inglefield, or any other Perſon — that no 
Harm could poſſibly happen to him in ſpeaking 
the Truth honeſtly and ſincerely — he fays, durin 
his Examination, which laſted between two — 
three Hours, he in the moſt {olemn and fincere 
Manner perſiſted in every Word of his Narrative, 
and averred the ſame to be ſtrictly true. | 
He ſays, to the 7th Interrogatory, he appre- 
hended it was at the Inftance of the Producent he 
was at the before-mentioned Examination, held at 
the Houſe of Mr. Pilcher — that every Encourage- 
ment had been given to Webb to ſpeak the Truth, 
and have a juſt Senſe of it; and great Pains were 
taken to convince him how neceſſary it was to 
ſpeak the Truth, upon fuch a Caſe, before God 
and Man, without Reſpe& to Perſons —he ſays, 
he thinks, if he is to give his Opinion, any Fear he 
might have entertained of his Maſter, muſt have 
been obliterared into Fear of taking a falſe Oath, 
Then Mr. Martin, another Perſon preſent at 
this Examination, ſays, he was Chaplain on board 
the Scipio that he came to know Captain Ingle- 
field by his being on board the Scipio, and reſiding” 
at Singlewell; about fix or ſeven Miles from Chat- 
ham — that about three or four Months in 1784, 
the Captain and his Wife chiefly lived on board 
the Scipio, during which the Deponent had every 
'Opportuniry of obſerving the Behaviour of Cap- 
rain Inglefield to his Wife—he ſays, he behaved to 
her in every Reſpect as a Huſband, and never 
by his Conduct, as far as fell under this Deponent's 
. D | Notice, 
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( 34) 
Notice, gave the moſt diſtant Reaſon to ſuppoſe he 


had formed any Deſign of getting rid of her. 


He ſays, that about the 27th of December, he 
received a Note from Captain Inglefield, the Wit- 


- nels being then at Sheerneſs, deſiring very much to 


ſee him ; and he had informed the Deponent of the 
Suſpicions he entertained of his Wife, and 

he, as a Clergyman, would examine John Webb 
as to the Truth of what he had confeſſed to the 
Captain alone — Webb was called in, and left 
alone with Deponent — he ſays, he then, in the 
moſt ſolemn and affecting Manner he could, ex- 
horted him to ſpeak the Truth, and queſtioned 
him reſpecting his Miſtreſs's Conduct, and he re- 
lated to him, that his Miſtreſs had, by a 1 


| lewd Practices, endeavoured to prevail upon 
to commit Adultery with her — that about a Fort- 


night after, the Witneſs, having in the mean Time 
uced the Purport of what paſſed between him 
and Webb into Writing, took an Opportunity of 
queſtioning him again, as to the Truth of what he 


had before told this Deponent, exhorting him to 
ſpeak the Truth, read it over to him, and exhorted 
him to ſpeak the Truth, and that Webb again and 


again averred what he had told him before, and 


what he had ſaid of his Miſtreſs to him was per- 
fectly true. | 


Sir, another Witneſs we have examined 1s Tho- 
mas Wood, Eſq; a Major of Marines: — He ſays, 
he was an Officer of Marines on board the Scipio 
— That he by thoſe Means became acquainted 


with Captain Inglefield, who commanded the Ship, 


and Ann Inglefield, his Wife — that for ſome 
Months, towards the latter End of the Year 1784, 
he lived moſtly on board — and Deponent, not 
ſleeping a Night out of the Ship all that Time, 
had every Opportunity of remarking Captain Ingle- 


field's Conduct to his Wife — he ſays, he never 
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knew a Man behave with more Attention or Af- 
fection to a Wife than Captain Inglefield did — 
and that he never, by his Conduct, as far as fell 
under the Deponent's Obſervation, gave the moſt 
diſtant Reaſon to ſuppoſe he had formed any De- 
ſign of getting rid of her — he ſays, about the latter 
End 0 January, Mr. Brett, the Second Lieute- 
nant of the Scipio, ſhewed the Deponent a Letter 
he had received from Captain Inglefield, who was 
then; as Deponent underſtood, in London, the 
Purport of which was to examine John Webb, 
Captain Inglefield's black Servant, in Reſpe& to 
Familiarities which he ſaid had paſſed between him 
and his Miſtreſs; and deſiring Mr. Brett would 
take to his Aſſiſtance ſome of the Officers of the 
Ship—he ſays, in Conſequence of this Letter, De- 
ponent, together with Lieutenant Rogers of the 
Marines; aſſiſted Mr. Brett in the Examination of 
Webb — that they, previous to the Examination, 
and frequently during the Courſe of it, ſtrictly en- 
joined him to ſpeak Nothing but the Truth; and 
he, having made a particular Relation of very 
lewd Practices by which Mrs. Inglefield endea- 
voured to prevail upon him to committ Adultery 
with her, upon being queſtioned as to ſeveral Parts 
of his Narration, as well as being again aſked by 
Lieutenant Brett and Rogers, perſiſted in the 
Truth of them. — He ſays, to the 7th Interroga- 
tory, that Webb: did not appear at this Time in 
any Fear, nor did it appear that he was prepared 
as to any Interrogation—and it is the Reſpondent's 
firm Belief he ſpoke the Truth, but not the whole 
Truth, at the Time of ſuch his Examination; and 
he ſays, he grounds his Opinion upon the artleſs 
Manner in which he related the Circumſtances, 
and anſwered the Queſtions that were put to him. 
Sir, another Witneſs we have examined is 
Edward Pilcher, Eſq; = Rocheſter, and he ſa 
| 2 — 
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he knew Captain Inglefield and wy m_ before 
Captain Inglefield's being inted to the Com- 
bi. of the Scipio, at Chickem, about three 
Years ago that ſoon after he became more par- 
ticulatly acquainted by their coming to live at a 
Place called Singlewell, ſeven Miles from Chatham, 
near which Deponent had a Country Houſe, and 
they very often viſited him—he ſays he had there- 
by an Opportunity of obſerving the Behaviour of 
Captain Inglefield to his Wife, and he never knew 
a Man treat his Wife with more tenderneſs and 
Reſpect, and he never gave him the moſt diſtant 
Reaſon to ſuppoſe he had formed a Deſign of get- 
ting rid of her he ſays about the 28th of Decem- 
ber, 1784, Captain Inglefield dined with Deponent 
at Rocheſter, but ſome Time before Dinner he 
called on Deponent, and told him, he wiſhed him 
to examine John Webb, the black Servant, in 
Relation to what paſſed between him and Mrs. 
Inglefield—that the Rev. Mr. Jones had engaged 
to attend, and that he had engaged Captain Par- 
ker, of the Dictator, but had not o the 
Buſineſs to him, and invited Webb ro come to the 
Houſe-—he ſays in the Afternoon, Captain Parker 
and the others being come, Webb was called into 
the Room, Captain Inglefield having previouſly 
left the Houſe—he ſays Webb underwent an Exa- 
mination of three or four Hours before theſe Gen- 
tlemen, in which Mr. Jones ſpent a conſiderable 
Time in the Explanation of the Nature of an Oath, 
and of the heinous Sin of Perjury, as alſo did Cap- 
tain Parker—he ſays they ſaid every Thing to en- 
courage him, and particularly impreſſed upon his 
Mind the Neceſlity of ſpeaking the Truth, with- 
out reſpecting of Perſons, and no one could hurt 
him for ſo doing—he ſays he then ſeemed more 
ſed, and in the moſt ſerious, folemn Man- 
ner, he heard him repeat his Allegations _ 
8. 
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Mrs. Inglefield, as to her lewd Behaviour to him, 
and declared the ſame again and again, the Par- 
ticulars he had related were true — that they were 
reduced into Writing by Mr. Jones, and read over 
to him repeatedly, and at the ſame Time he ac- 
knowledged they were ſtrictly true he ſays then, 
he, the Deponent, thought fit ro ſwear him to it, 
which was done — he fays that the ſaid John Webb, 
ſome Time on or about the Month of May laſt, 
came to live in Deponent's Service, and continued 
in his Service two Months, and during this Time 
Deponent took occaſion to queſtion him, as to the 
Truth of the Circumſtances he had ſworn, as be- 
forementioned, and he conſtantly perſiſted in the 
Truth. . 

Sir, you will find this Gentleman fays, he never 
looked upon Webb otherwiſe than as a free Man, 
and upon Webb's leaving the Service of Captain 
Inglefield, in the way he did, the Dep6nent took 
him into his Service as a free Man, not with the 
moſt diſtant Idea of his being a Slave—he ſays 
during the Time Webb lived in Deponent's Ser- 
vice, Ehzabeth Wells came frequently after him— 
he ſays that he, the Deponent, ſpoke to Webb 
about it, and Webb told Mr. Pilcher that he could 
not help it, that he did not want her, but ſhe was 
always coming after him and plaguing him—he 
ſays that Webb after continuing in Deponent's 
Service about two Months, left him abruptly, one 
Aſternoon, when Nyponent was from Home, with- 
out giving him the leaſt Notice that he intended 
to do it, but he never knew what was became of 
him till four Days had paſſed, and he received 
a Letter by the Poſt, ſigned Samuel Gillam Mills, 
informing him that Webb had made a different 
Afﬀidavit from that which he made before the 
| Deponent, reſpecting Mrs. Inglefield, and this 
Gentleman ſays, that from all the Circumſtances, 
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Deponent is convinced that the ſaid Webb had 
been ſeduced from his Service, by the faid Eliz- 
abeth Wells, formerly a Servant there, in Captain 
Inglefield's Service, with Webb, and that ſhe was a 
Perſon of light Character; and he ſays, laſtly, that 
during the Time Webb lived in, Deponent's Ser- 
vice, he was ſeveral Times ill- treated by People in 
the Streets, and one Time in particular, as they 
were going over Rocheſter Bridge, he was inſulted 
by ſome Fiſhermen, who threw Things at him. 
that Deponent got out of his Carriage and cha- 
ſtiſed one of them upon the Spot. 

He ſays, in Anſwer to the zd Interrogatory, 
that Webb was, as he has no Doubt, diſcharged 
from the Scipio by Means of Captain Inglefield, 
whom the Reſpondent apprehends had it in his 
Power, to prevent his obtaining his Diſcharge if 
he thought proper. ; 

He ſays, in Anſwer to the 5th Interrogatory, 
that Webb entered into Reſpondent's Service upon 
being diſcharged by the Producent, ſome Time in 
May laft, that Captain Inglefield had diſcharged 
him from Motives of delicacy*; Reſpondent think- 
ing him a good Servant, and from no other Mo- 
tive, hired him into his Service. 

The next Witneſs is William Brett, who was 
the Lieutenant of the Scipio, he confirms this 
Witneſs, he ſays, that by being Lieutenant of the 
Scipio, he came to know Captain Inglefield and 
his Wife, ſometime in the Vea 1783—that about 

the beginning of October, 1784, the Captain and 
his Wife came to live on Board the Scipio, and 
continued fo to do till the Chriſtmas following, 
and Deponent had thereby frequent Opportunities 
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_ * If Captain Inglefield had di ed the Boy the Inſtant 
he ſaw (as he reports) Familiarities paſs between us, he would 
have then been intitled to this ill-placed and undue Compli- 
ment paid to his Delicacy. | e . 
| f 0 
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of obſerving the Behaviour of Captain Inglefield to 
his Wife —he ſays, he behaved as well as he can ſup- 
ſe a Man ought to behave to his Wife—he ſays, 
be never by his Conduct, gave the Deponent the 
leaſt Reaſon to ſuppoſe he had any Deſign of get- 
ting rid of her, till after he, himſelf had told hi 
he was convinced ſhe was unfaithful to his Bed, 
about the 21ſt of December—he ſays, Captain 
Inglefield, in great apparent* agitation of Mind, 
told the Deponent he had made an extraordinary 
Diſcovery, which was, that Mrs. Inglefield had 
been intimate with this black Servant, and ex- 
preſſed a Deſire this Deponent would examine him 
—that he conſented to do ſo—that Webb was 
called into the Room, and that he, in the Preſence 
of Captain Inglefield, aſked him what paſſed be- 
tween him and his Miſtreſs, and afked him to re- 
peat the ſame without Fear; as did Captain Ingle- 
field alſo. He went then into a particular Account 
of undue Practices; ſne had uſed to endeavour to 
revail upon him to commit Adultery with her 
ſays, that he declared over and over again, what 
he ſaid reſpecting his Miſtreſs's Behaviour was 
ſtrictly true —he ſays, about the latter End of 
January, he received a Letter from Captain Ingle- 
field, deſiring he would again examine Webb, and 
take ſome of the Officers to his Aſſiſtance —he 
ſays that he applied to Major Wood, and Lieu- 
tenant Rogers, they agreed to aſſiſt him—that 
Webb was called into the Captain's Cabin, and 
ſtrictly examined by them—that previous to his 
Examination, they took all poſſible Pains to re- 
preſent how highly neceſſary it was to ſpeak the 


* * Apparent, is, undoubtedly, a very proper, well-applied 
Epithier, it certainly could 95 a real Agitation, for — re- 
tended Diſcovery is avowed by Captain Inglefield (in his Let- 

ters) to have been many Months before this Converſation with 
his Lieutenant. 


8 „ Truth 
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Truth, urging if he had ſaid any Thing beſore 
that, 2 not true of his 3 his 
| to retract it — he then in a moſt ſerious, and 
ſolenin Manner, perſiſted in the Truth of the 
Declarations he had made, that his Miſtreſs had 
behaved in a very lewd Manner to him, and en- 
deavoured to perfuade him to commit Adultery 
with her. He fays, in Anſwer to the zd Inter- 
rogatory, ſome Time in May, 1785, Webb was 
diſcharged from the Scipio, which was, — 
doubts not, by the procurement of the ucent, 


who might have prevented the ſame if he thought 


proper, and that he was no more 1n the Power of 
the Captain than every Seaman he has at his 
Command, | 1 

We have examined but one Witneſs more re- 
ſpecting this Tranſaction, and that is a Mr. Rogers, 
Lieutenant of Marines. He ſays he knew Captain 
In and his Lady, by his coming on Board 
the Scipio, he had frequent rtunities of ob- 
ferving his Behaviour to his Wife, and that Cap- 


| Gait Inglefield, as far as he obſerved, paid that 


* Attention to her as were due to a 
Wi about the 3oth of January, 178 5, Mr. 
Brett ſhewed him a Letter from Captain Inglefield, 
and in Conſequence of that, Deponent went to 
aſſiſt at the Examination of Webb that he accord- 
ingly did examine him upon the Evening of that 
Day, in the Captain's Cabin—he fays there was 


| preſent, Webb, Mr. Brett, Major Wood, and the 


eponent, and every Argument was uſed by Mr. 
Brett, and the Deponent, to prevail upon Webb 
ro ſpeak the Truth, and particularly the Sin of 
bearing falſe Witneſs; and he was told if he had 
in any Former Examination gone further than the 
Truth, in Reſpect to his Miſtreſs, it was his Duty 
to retract it — that it was not in the Power of the 


Captain to hurt him, and during — 
| 0 
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of two Hours, he was frequently urged to ſpeak 
the Truth, without Favor to, or Fear of either 
Party, and that it was a Sin to bear falſe Witneſs, 
that was repeated by him, and he ſaid he would 
not ſay a Word that was not ſtrictly true, and he 
repeated that his Miſtreſs had, in à Variety of 
Inſtances, behaved very lewd, and frequently en- 
deavoured to prevail upon him to commit Adul- 
tery with her, and that he in a ſtrict, ſolemn Man- 
ner, perfiſted in the Truth of what he had ſo ſaid. 
Sir, this is the general Subſtance of the Evidence, 
which I thought neceſſary to ſtate to you, after the 
very long Opening by Dr. Harris; remember 
the Examinations that he ſpoke of by the other 
Witneſſes, particularly of Captain Inglefield hav- 
ing bored a Hole through the Cabin Door, and 
that he ordered him to kiſs his Miſtreſs; that he 
opened from two Witneſſes, but you don't find it 
either in the ſitions upon the Captain's Alle- 
gation, or that of Mrs. Inglefield. | 

Sir, the whole of this Evidence I believe 
muſt be laid before you, when it is, I ſhall fay 
that Captain Inglefield is juſtified in declining from 
living with his Wife, that he has behaved as pro- 
perly as any Perſon could do to her; and in the Suit 
which ſhe has brought ſhe has not been able to 
ſupport her Caſe by Evidence, or to prove that 
{he has behaved with equal Propriety to him. 


The Depoſitions of the Witneſſes were then 
read, by Drs. Scott and Compton, to the 
Allegations and Interrogatories, the Purport 

of which were opened by Dr. Harris and Dr. 
es the King's Advocate General; after 
which the Court adjourned to the Monday 


following, 


SPEECH 
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- SPEECH- of Doftor HARRIS. 
bio SHR"! 


am of Counſel, in this Cauſe, on the Behalf of 
Mrs. Inglefield, who is ſo unfortunate as to be 
under the Neceſlity of bringing a Suit againſt her 
Huſband on Account of Deſertion. 
She is obliged, firſt, to ſet forth her Marriage; 
then the Fact of Deſertion; then ſhe prays, 


the Court will decree a Monition againſt hum, and 
order him to take her home,. and to treat her 
_ kindly. | 


He, in Anſwer. to that, has acknowledged the 
Marriage, and the Deſertion ; but has ſet up a Cir- 
cumſtance, which, he ſays, will not only be a ſuffi- 
cient Ground for refuſing to take her home again; 
but will occaſion a Divorce in the preſent Caſe : 
and he ſays, not only that ſhe was very familiar 
with his · black Servant, but that ſhe had committed 
Adultery with him. = 
She, in Anſwer to that, ſays, that Captain Ingle- 
field had a Deſign to part from her; that he ceaſed 
to like her ſo well as he had done before; that he 
had therefore formed a Scheme, in Order to get rid 


Mr. Blanchard not coming into Court till Doctor Harris 
had finiſhed pleading, I have been under the Neceſſity of copy- 
ing his Speech (to make the Proceedings compleat) from a 
Pamphlet, entitled, The Arguments of Counſel in the Ec- 
«« cleſaſtical Court, in the Cauſe of Inglefield,”” ſaid to be 
primes from an authentic Copy of Mr. Gurney's Short Hand 

otes. Whether the Arguments in this Publication are faith- 
fully deliverd, I ſhall not here diſcuſs ; but that the Publica- 
tion itſelf was calculated to miſlead the Public in their Opinion, 
I moſt firmly believe; ſince the Whole of the firſt Day's Pro- 
ceedings in Court, fo eſſential to my Juſtification, and fo ne- 
Ceſfary to be known, towards fully comprehending the follow- 
ing Arguments are totally — | and 


141 


of her; and that che Whole of the Buſineſs of 
the Charge laid againſt her, is entirely falſe and 
wunde | — | 

This is the general Subſtafice of the Allegations 
which are before you.—The Character of the Lady 
is indiſputable; there is not one Witneſs, either for 
or againſt her in the Cauſe, who does not ſay, they 
looked upon her as a virtuous Woman, an affec- 
tionate Wife, and a good Mother, till they heard 
this Story. — The Servants ſay, that the Black 
always treated her with Reſpect; that could not 
have been the Cale, if there had been any of the 
Famiharities between them, which are laid in the 
Charge. A ſtrong Proof of her Affection for her 
Huſband is, that ſhe was very ill when ſhe heard of 
the Captain's Danger, and much lamented his-long 
Abſence. . © . | F 
- There is Evidence, that Captain Inglefield was 
a very jealous Huſband — extremely upon the 
Watch — he was continually enquiring of the Ser- 
vants, whether any Man had been there; and how 
ſhe employed her Time in his Abſence. 

None of theſe Witneſſes ſay, that he made the 
leaſt Enquiry about the Black, notwithſtanding he 
was in the Habit of Enquiry; he certainly would 
not have been backward to Enquiry, particularly 
with Reſpect to him, if he had at the ſame. Time 
any Thing to alledge againſt him, if the Fact had 
been, that he had ſeen what he ſays he had ſeen; 
if he had heard what he ſays he had heard, the 
Scene of Enquiry would certainly have laid at 
Land, and not at Sea, at his Houſe at Singlewell, 
where he might have had a Variety of Opportuni- 
ties of enquiring much more than he could have 
had on board a ſhip. | | 

If he did ſee, and if he did hear, what he fays in 
that letter, that he ſaw and heard, he is a Man of a 


very 


. 


( 44 ) 
very extraordinary Temper and Conduct indeed; 
if he meant to detect her, certainly his own Houſe 


was the Place. — No, he orders this Lady on 
board the Ship (without a Female Servant) and 


this Black as her Attendant, among thoſe, who to 


a Man muſt neceſſarily be under his Power, his 
Steward, of whom he was the Maker, who depends 
upon him for his Support; and the Black Boy, on 
whom certainly he could better operate (perhaps 


very well at Land) but he could better manage 


at Sea than in any other Place. 
d now ſtate the Circumſtance of the 


I woul 
Letter, which the Gentleman on the other Side 


threatens me with; but I am not at all afraid of 
that Letter. This Letter has no Direction; and 
it has no Date; but the Contents of it will afford 
a Direction: He begins with ſaying, © My Letter 
would have informed you of your Accuſer.” — 
Now, there is no Information of the Kind, there is 
no Information throughout the whole Cauſe that 
1 know of, from whom the anonymous Letter 
came. — A Piece of Paper was put into my 
Hands, intirnating what J knew ;”D—One would 
have expected to have ſcen that Piece of Paper ex- 
hibited in this Cauſe: it is not, nor is there any 
Thing about it: as it was an anonymous Letter, he 
could not fay from whom it came; but it would 
have been ſome Corroboration. — © I went on 
board and I taxed the Boy ; he cryed, and faid his. 
Miſtreſs would kill him.” — Now, throughout the 
whole Evidence in this Cauſe, there is not a Tittle 
of this Circumſtance, that the Boy on his Part ſaid, 
that his Miſtreſs would kill him, or threatened him 


in any Way whatever; then, this 1s at leaſt an Aſſer- 


tion in the Letter unproved.—< In the Night you 
* rang the Bell; — Betty went; — you faid, you 


« wanted Jack.” — Now, Ehzabeth, or „ is 


AL 
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examined in the Cauſe Elizabeth Wells ſays*, ſhe 
remembers that Circumſtance extremely well ; and 
it muſt have been the Circumſtance Captain Ingle» 
field alludes to, becauſe he told her of it hüntelf ; 
her Miſtreſs was frightened, as ſhe thought Thieves 
were coming into the Houſe, and ſhe rang the 
Bell—ſhe went to her—but her Miſtreſs ſaid not a 
Word about the black Boy. Then this Aſſertion 
is plainly diſproved. He ſays, © I found the Boy 
bore the Jokes of the Servants in the Family.” — 
That is another Aſſertion in this Letter, which is 
abſolutely diſproved; the Boy himſelf declares, in 
his firſt Examination, that he knows Nothing of 
any Jokes; or that any Body knew any Thing of 
the Buſineſs : — It was then intirely between him 
and his Maſter ;—and all the Servants, who muſt 
have been the Jokers in the Buſineſs, deny that 
they know a Syllable of the Matter. Then the 
Facts which he has ſtated in his Letter are proved 
to be falſe. — © You ſaid, if he told, the World 
would not believe, and that I would not believe; 
and that I would flog him to Death.” — There is 
no Proof at all of that, from any of the Declara- 
tions made by the Boy. 
| The Concluſions I mean to draw from this Let- 
ter, are theſe :—If a Gentleman, in a Letter, does 
advance Things as Facts, ſome of which are proved 
to be Falſities, we muſt believe, with great Diffi- 
dence, other Circumſtances, which he would ad- 
vance as Facts: that is the Inference I would make 
from it; God knows whether it is a right or a 
wrong one, but I think it is a fair one. — He 
on, in this Letter, to ſay, © that, through a Win- 
dow I ſaw him kiſs you, and Kitty in the Room; 
and, though it deſtroyed my Peace of Mind, I 


* See the Depoſition of Elizabeth Wells in the Appendix. 
10ught 


( 46 ) 
thought it Nothing more than an improper Piece 
of Imprudence, ariſing from Curioſity ; and inſtead 
of accuſing you, I ſtill adviſed you; and, willing 
to know whether the Child had ſeen it, I told her, 
« ſhe never ſaw any Body kiſs Mama but me,” 
when ſhe inſtantly replied, «< Yes, ſhe had teen 
Jack, the Black.” —Al this, after what I have ſaid, 
we muſt give him Credit for; and, I ſay, it will be 
a Credit with a very great Drawback.; — He fays, 
«-I-thought this Nothing more (ſeeing ber kiſs 
the black Boy) I thought it Nothing more than an 
improper Imprudence, ariſing from Curioſity,” — 
This ſeems to confute itſelf ; it is almoſt impoſſible 
that a Man ſhould have ſuch a Thought. 1 
have conſtantly cautioned you againſt him, and 
when we embarked on board the Scipio, I adviſed 
you to be particularly cautious, yet you were fo 
much bedeviFd, that you could not help calling 
him into the Cabin; when I came on board, the 
Boy then declared your Practices, but, he ſaid, he 
was ſo much afraid, that he never was criminal,” — 
This contradicts the Allegation. 1 

It was very extraordinary that there was no En- 
quiry : — If theſe are Facts, one would think they 
are ſuch that Human Nature could not conceal ; 
that they were Facts, which he muſt tell ſomebody 
of: — This Gentleman, who is ſo amiable, muſt 
have had many Friends; I dare fay he has. —I do 
not know whether the Gentlemen will fuffer me to 
go fo far out of the Cauſe : but I am told,“ he is 
as elegant, and as accompliſhed a Man, as any in 
the Kingdom ; that makes the Story a great Deal 
more improbable than it would otherwife have 


If Mr. Gurney will inſpect his Notes, he will find a 
Word or two omitted here, which, if inſerted, would amply 
haye accounted for Captain Inglefield's eſlranged Affections, 
and the Cauſe of alt my preſent Sorrows. | 

been; 


1 


been; I will not put myſelf to the Pain of contraſt- 
ing a poor black Slave with him; it is on the Face 
of improbable to the laſt Degree ; Circumſtance 
after Circumſtance make it ſtill more ſo as we 


on. | 

8 This poor Lady is carried on board a Ship; the 
Enquiry is not made on Land; the Captain is 
forced to have Recourſe to his Steward, Mr. 
M Carthy, and to this Boy: — Now, I am not 
afraid of entering into their Examination directly, 
although, perhaps, in a Caſe leſs ſtrong than this, 
I ſhould make ſome Remarks upon the Circum- 
ſtances, before I durſt enter into a Diſcuſſion of 
their Evidence; but, I think, from their Examina- 
tion only, ſuch a ſtrong Evidence will ariſe, in Fa- 
vour of the Lady, that their own Examinations will 
defeat themſelves ; and if it was not, that I muſt 
neceſſarily go through my Duty, I need do no more 
than ſhortly to recapitulate what the Man and the 
Boy ſay, and make ſome few Obſervations upon it; 
from whence it will appear, that it is a mere Fable, 
and that their Evidence could not poſſibly” have 
any Weight, from the Captain's own ſtating of it; 
for no Man can be divorced from his Wife, un- 
leſs he is fairly made a Cuckold ; let the Wit- 
neſſes ſay what they will, if it does not come up to 
that, it is a Blow without Force, and Something; 
that does nof hurt. N | | 
Now Mr. M Carthy is charged and primed in 
order to be let off. The Captain had invited him 
often to his Houſe, therefore he had an Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing them at Home and Abroad: he 
aſks M Carthy, if he had obſerved any Familiarites 
paſs between his Lady and john Webb? And 
upon M Carthy telling him he had not, he deſired 
him to Keep a ſharp look out; and though he does 
ſo, yet it is a Fortnight before he ak 
| | Thing 
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Thing at all; at laſt, there is a Baſon of Water in 
the Cabin to be emptied; the Black is called; he 
into the Cabin; the Door is faſtened on the 
lade, a Struggling is heard; — Mr. M Carthy 
ſtays at the Door a Quarter of an Hour, till the 
Black comes out. Now what does M*Carthy ſay 
upon this? — © Why” ſays he, I ſhould have 
believed that they had had the carnal Knowledge 
of each others Body, if the Boy had not fo con- 
ſtantly and firmly denied it.” Mr. M*Carthy is 
examined in May, and muſt have known that the 
Boy had taken a poſitive Oath, that Mrs. Ingic- 
field had been guilty of Familiarities with him, yet 
this very M Carthy does -not believe it, he ſays, 
eee 
con 7 d it.“ acquaiuts 
his Captain with a Thing which he does not givt 
Credit to, when he came on baard the Ship, and 
drew on by that Means the Examination of the 
Black. Mr. MCarthy was in Fear of the Cap 
tain; he was not in Fear of this Poor Woman; 
was applied to, to be an Informer, and Perſons. 
who-are ſo employed muſt bring ſomething, yet he 
was afraid of diving into the Buſinets. Good God: 
he, who was the faithful confidential Friend of the 
Captain, ſhould have made an Attempt to hinder 
this; he was not afraid of having ten Dozen for 
opening Mrs. Inglefield's Door; he thould not 
have truſted to his Ears, but to his Feelings, and 
that would have been Evidence a little ſtrorger ; 
though we know very well, People bolt and, lock 
one another in without any Deſign whatever; tha: 
would not have amounted to that Proof hi. they 
want; but he did not even do that, and he was 
very glad to get Something which he mig ht catch 
_ of, which Something, he fays, he did nor 


I will 
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I will go next to the Black's Evidence; his Story 
is the moſt unaccountable one that ever was heard; 
it is a Story framed by a Black, and nothing elſe. 
He ſays; „He went in the Year 115 to live 
with this Lady, who was then with Child; ſhe ca 
ſoft Eyes upon him as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Wool 
N Head; ſhe ſqueezed his hard Hands; 
ſmiled at him; looked all Affection: in about two 
Months ſhe was delivered of a Child, and in a 
Month after ſhe made the moſt violent Aſſault 
upon him; ſne got him to her Bedſide, threw her 
Arms about his Neck.“ That may be the Way 
of Blacks with Blacks, but is hardly ever the 
Caſe with Ladies in England, I believe. This 15 
the Account he gives of her Ferocity: he always 
retreats; he is the Joſeph of the Drama, and ſhe 
the Potipher's Wife. 3 | 
Now can-you poſſibly; believe this? Not ſatisfied 
with, that, ſhe was continually teizing him when he 
was dreſſing her Hair; (for that was his Buſineſs) 
he had an Apron on; ſne would not let that Apron 
alone; he was forced to enter into a Treaty with 
her, as one great Power does with another“ If 
you will let my Apron alone, Madam, I will dreſs 
your Than, 2 elſe I will Wee So there was a 
Treaty for fourteen Months together upon this 
Subject. This is extravagant to the et 
it appears to be fabricated; I don't fay how; I 
think this is hardly poſſible; Stipulation after 
Stipulation; the Black attacked, and the Black 
reſiſting theſe Attacks. What does an experienced 
Sea Chaplain ſay to this? a Man of as much 
Knowledge of the World as of Divinity, I believe. 
Says he, „ This is too little, Sir, or this is too 
much, for it is the moſt inconſiſtent Account I 
eyer heard in my Life.“ This is the Man of God, 
that is called upon in * to examine W 
505 | who 


65 
who faid ſo, and aid he to him, © nothing is more 
probable, than that this Boy, if once worked up 
enn this Story, ſhould never deny it while he is 


7 board the Ship, and while under your 
Pow Certainly it was improbable to the laſt 


De 

le den as I ſaid before, of theſe 

Depobitions they are Depoſitions that work a De- 

ance of therhfves; each of them'corroborates 
the other in deſtroying what they are brought to 
roye. I am Peruadel ! it is impoſſible the Court 
buld believe — 

No let us ſee what the Progreſs of this Bulinek 
i from beginning to end. 

You have Evidence, and, I think, ſtrong Evi. 
dence, that the Captain . dere with ſhewing the 
Bay, that whatever might n hereafter, he 
ſhould not be very much dif leaſed. with him.— 
Take Liberties” ſays he, with your Miſtreſy— 
1 will bore a Hole, and will look through.” There 
is no Man, in this Room, who, if he had an In- 
trigue with a Man's Wife, would be afraid of the 
Huſband, if the Huſband was to ſay fo to him. 
« J will bore a Hole; you take Liberries with 
your Miſtreſs while dreſſing her Hair, and 1 ſhall 
look through this Hole; and then every Thing 
will follow to be ſure juſt as am defirovs it 
ſhould.” -—Thrs does 585 do; for as there never 
had been any Freedoms taken, the Boy was afraid, 
I ſuppoſe; of being knocked down immediately. 
That I take to be the Reaſon, why he did not take 
Liberties with his Miſtreſs, — he dared tell his 
Maſter to his Face, I cannot do it — he had fairly 

miſed him — he failed, and his Maſter was an- 
10 with him to a Degree for not doing this. 
at Meafure not ſucceeding, - the Caprain has re- 


courſe to M*<Carthy; he is ordered to __ -he 
oes 


— 


1 


does watch in the Manner I have mentioned, and 
that draws the Buſineſs on; why then you have 
over and over again, by ſo many Witneſſes (that 
I will not repeat) the Mode and the Manner the 
Captain took with the Boy after M Carthy had 
wen him that Information. In what Manner 
does he behave? © You would not take theſe in- 
decent Liberties, but you have kiſſed my Wife; 
u have laid with my Wife.“ Sir, * have not.” 
The Moment the Boy denied it, the Captain was 
in a Paſſion, that indicated that he did not want 
him to deny it; — there were Chains, and Dozens, 
and every Thing againſt the Boy, if he denied it, 
when the Captain ſaid, with theſe Eyes I faw it,“ 
Then the Boy trembled, and he dared not deny it. 
To fay to a Captain of a Man of War, a Monarch 
and a Deſpot; Sir, you lie,“ (for it would have 
been nothing lefs) he dare not ſay that; he faid all 
he could ſay; © indeed it is not fo,” bur then being 
over awed," conſidering who it was; his Situation 
on board the Ship; uſed to the Habit of a ſlave; 
in Feat of being ſent back again to Africa: Why, 
4 White Boy would have been intimidated under 
theſe Circumſtances, but a Negro muſt certainly 
be in a worſe Situation than any Body elſe. © The 
Boy is defired to remain in the ſame Story, and he 
gives him a Guinea; but, ſeeing that he had done 
in that, he takes-it away, and gives him Half 

a Crown: Why did he fo? Becauſe he conſidered 
it thus: It would ſhew my Satisfaction — my — I 
dont know, what — not my Forgiveneſs — but, it 
would ſhew, you have done a Service for me, and 
that J rewarded you for that Service. Then; is it 
to be wondered at, through the Train of Examina- 
tions, that this Boy 1s never in any Fear after that ? 
believe what the Gentlemen fay :—that' the Boy 
did go on ghbly with the Story; —he had told it 
Men e E 2 over 
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over and over again; he had fabricated it once, 
which makes a Thing fixed in the Memory; he 
told it freely ; the Captain continually telling him, 
« Stick to this Story; and he did ſtick to it 
handſomely, till he came to be examined at Ro- 
cheſter, before Juſtice Pilcher. But Let un ſee 
through what Training this Boy paſſes : — Upon 
ne 
Brett, and the Captain is preſent during that Ex- 
amination, who behaves wonderfully well, in Mr, 
Brett's Opinion ; but; well only, conſidering the 
Circumſtances : Mr. Brett qualifies it that Way: 
he appears vaſtly agitated, as if he had known 
Nothing of the Buſineſs before. 1 

Again, upon the 27 th of December, Mr. Martin 
is ſent for; the Captain is found to be upon Deck, 
with all his Officers; the Boy is examined; the 


Captain appears agitated to a great Degree; Mr. 


Martin ſays, the Boy went on with his Story v7 
well; and, I dare fay, Mr. Martin gave him 


the Advice that was proper. 


Then comes on the great Examination, at Ro- 
cheſter, before Mr. Pilcher, Mr. Parker, and the 
Reverend Mr. Jones; that is the ſecond examina- 
tion, which happens, I believe, to be the next Day; 
upon the 25th of December, the fourth and fifth 
Examination; upon the 3oth of January he was 


examined again before Mr. Brett, Mr. Rogers, 


and Mr. Wood; and then from that Time till the 


\ Time of his Examination, on the 17th of May, 


there is a Ceſſation ; he is either taken Care of on 
board, or under the immediate Eye of his Maſter, 
the Captain: after that he was examined at Doc- 
tor's Commons ; then they tell you, the Captain 
did not think it proper to keep him any longer in 
his Service. | ] 
. You find four or five Witneſſes ſpeaking of the 
| Uneaſineſs 


> 


© 9-3 


Uneaſineſs this poor Boy continually expreſſed of 
his being haunted by his evil Genius, till he diſco- 
vered the whole Truth voluntarily. Nothing could 
conſtrain him to tell this Story to the Men Ser- 
vants, with whom he lay in the ſame Bed ; Nothing 
could conftrain him to tell the Story to Mrs. Plea- 
fance, or to another Maid Servant. I do not know 
what facinating Power Mrs. Elizabeth Wells might 
have, but there is none proved againſt her ; No- 
thing illegal againſt her; there 1s no Witchery 
proved againſt her, except what is common to other 
women ; no improper Management; no impro 
Applications to him whatever. Juſtice Pilcher 
ſays, ſhe is a light Girl; what he may know of her, 
and what "als, ra paſſed between him and her, I 
can't tell; but there is no Evidence of that Kind 
from any other Witneſs: A Fellow Servant ſays, 
ſhe is a Girl of a good Character; and another 
Witneſs ſays the fame; but this Inſinuation does 
not at all relate to her being adicted to Falſehood. 
What does ſhe ſay ? * This poor Boy went to her, 
teazed, plagued, and harraſſed her till ſhe would 
write or ſend to her Miſtreſs. Her Brother ſays, 
the Boy came Day after Day; © Have you told 
my Miſtreſs ? Why don't you write to her?“ The 
Girl, like a grateful Servant, went to her Miſtreſs ; 
ſhe had, very likely, offered her her Service before; 
I don't know that that is in Proof, but if it was, I 
don't ſee that it would hurt her Evidence in the 
leaſt; it would only ſhew her to be a good and 
grateful Girl. | | 

The Story certainly comes out as ſoon as ever it 
can come out; for, in Reaſon's Eye, it is impoſſi- 
ble that this Man, under the Shackles he was in, 
ſhould dare, after he had made this Charge, and 
been intimidated, even before his Examination; 


* See Elizabeth Wells's Depoſition in the Appendix. 
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for, if 1 underſtand Mr. IT hompſon's Evidence 


I ſay, chat the Boy is as 
think I can almoſt go farther, and ſay, à better, than 


1 


right, he told him he was intimidated, even at the 
Time, the Captain's Laſh was over him. Thomp- 
ſon is a Servant to a Mr. Hanilton, at whoſe 
Houſe the Captain lodged. Thompſon and the 
Captain Servant met together, and the Boy told 
him, in Contidence as a Friend, the miſerable Con- 
dition he was reduced to, eicher to betray his. Miſ- 
treſs, or forteit every Thing in this World; the 
Favour of his Maſter, and, in ſhort, his Happineſs, 
and his Liberty: If I am right in this, could a 
contradictory Evidence come out more fairly. 

I would now mention what I ſhall call the great 
Examination, that is, the Examination at Rocheſter, 
upon the 28th of December: — The Boy is ex- 
amined there in a grave, ſerious Manner, before 
two Friends, Staunch Friends— I am forry to ſay, 
I think too Staunch—Mr. Pilcher and Mr, Jones, 
as well as Captain Parker. Now, What is the 
Conſequence of that Examination? The Boy goes 
on extremely glibly and well, and even deceives 
Captain Parker — Captain Parker conceives the 
higheſt Diſpleaſure againſt this poor Lady. But 
there is an Act to be done the Book was to be 
kiſſed—if any other Ceremony had been to be per- 


formed, it is the ſame Thing an Act ſtrikes one's 


Mind ſtronger than a Word. When he was taking 
the ſolemn. Oath before God, which had been only 
explained to him; when he comes to do the Act 
to kiſs the Book— the Reverend Gentleman ſays, 
he was terrified to the laſt Degree — he trembled at 
every Nerve he ſhook at every Limb. 

. Now I am going to ſtand upon another Ground. 
good a Witneſs, and 1 


if he had not been guilty of what the Gentlemen 
will call Perjury, Every one will admit, that an 


Oath 


64 
Oath extorted from a Man is not binding, i is no 
Obligation; — the Moment he got at Liberty, he 
told the Story, as it was; I believe he did before; 
but however, telling it afterward is enough for me. 
What ſnould he be afraid of during his Exami- 
nations on board the Ship, when he w 1 
For his Maſter? though it was on . 
there was no Reaſon for him to be Ag ed 
he was afraid of any Thing, i it was fame Tang 
diſtant that the Perſan had told him, which he did 
not care a Farthing for: but his Maſter was before 
— n r his be- 
aving in a Manner, upon my Word, I | 
almoſt ſhocked at the Condud of Juſtiqe Pilcher 
to give him the Oath, after he ſaw all thoſe Sym- 
toms; I do not ſuppoſe any Judge in the King- 
dom would have tendered an Oath to a Man, When 
he ſaw him in the Confuſion in which this Boy is 
deſcribed to be The Boy did ſwear; — He ſaw 
Slavery, Chains, and Whips before his E 
This Boy is an intereſted Witneſs. If a Man, 
for Intereſt, takes a falſe Oath, and he afterwards 
ſays he is ſorry, and repents of having ſold himſelf 
to the Nevil—the conſequence, had the Black been 
in that Situation, would be this—He would be re- 
duced to a Caput Mortuum — to Nathin g— lean 
neither this Way, nor that Way; but - is nat 
che Caſe with this Black —he is a good Witneſs— 
he is to be credited as if he had originally ſaid, 
my Maſter has bid me practiſe with my Miſtreſs, 
and then he would be the firſt to accuſe her; he 
has ſaid that now, in as ſtrong Terms as if he had 
ſaid it at the firſt; and he has ſaid it ſtrong enough 
for the preſent Purpoſe. I hope it is not — ſome- 
times I am led to believe that it is not — I don't 
affirm either that it is, or is not! but if not, it is a 
moſt happy Event for * Inglefield, that this 
Buſineſs 


4 


— — — . — 


” oy „ — 2 8 
—_ : as 


* 2 + mg =» — 
— 8 : 


— 
j — 
* 

» l 


of FAS” 
DONE ENCE —⁰L—bU˙—² Ä TͥT UA — 


©. ay” 


EC —— ——— AA 3 on 


7 
+» 
8 
. 
i 
» 
a4 
. 
'2 
L 
. 
«a 


= » 
my : — 4 * 
En 


2 


( 56 ) 


Buſineſs has been enquired i into in the Manner that 
it has been, and I will tell you why: — Perhaps i it 
will be ſaid, Mr. Mills would not ſuffer this Lady 
to enter into a Compromiſe, or rather that he ad- 
viſed her againſt it: If a Compromiſe had been 
entered into, the Captain could never have wi 

off this Imputation from his — But J conſi- 
der him to be what the Witneſſes ſay he is, a Man 
of Honour; and I am unwilling to believe what ! 
was forced, in my Condition as Counſel, to ſay 
that the Cricanfiances led to; but there is one 
Way of ſhewing the World that I have made falſe 
Deductions, and a ___ Way of ſhewing it. It is 
a happy Circumftance that Mr. Mills acted as he 
did, and that the Lady has brought forward this 
Bufineſs : becauſe, I really believe, if any of the 
Captain's Friends are here now, they will be able 
to convince him, what he never would have been 
convinced of; if the Buſineſs had been ſettled out 
of Court, he would never have wiped it out of his 
Mind; 2nd, now he has the Evidence of his own 


Servants, and other Perſons upon Oath, he is, 1 


dare ſay, now convinced, I am ſure he has Reaſon 
to be convinced in the ſtrongeſt Manner, that every 
Imputation upon her Honour is groundlefs ; and, 


from that being the Caſe, I ſhould not wonder if 


they and Mr. Mills ſpent a happy Evening toge- 
ther—] ſay, I ſhould not be at all ſurprized to hear 


it: and therefore, I make no Prayer at preſent, as 
it is very likely the Court may not be under any 
N neceſſity of making any Order at all, 


R Stcond Dar's PROCEEDINGS: wi 
Thurſday 20th Fuly, 1786. 
IxLETIEID againſt INGLEFIELD. 

Doctor COMPTON. 


S IR, | 


AM of Counſel on the ſame Side with Doctor 
Harris. This Caſe is attended with ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, that every one who has ſeen the Evi- 
dence in it, muſt feel much Concern, that a poor 
ignorant'Black ſhould be induced to perjure him- 
ſelf, by whatever Means it happened, whether by 
Deſign gn, by Accident, or by the Operation of Fear, 
which is natural upon the Mind of one in his Sta- 
tion; it is not abſolutely neceſſary that their ſnould 


be Ground for that Fear, if it appears that he was 
actuated by fear, there will be no ann — 


raveling this Buſineſs. 
I am glad, for Captain Inglefield's s Sake, abi 


is proved in Evidence, that he is a good, tender, 


humane Huſband; that in general he behaved 


perfectly well; but does that ſecure him againſt Im- 
— of Jealouſy, certainly not; it is allowed 


Writer, that the ſtronger the Affection, 


the more liable is the Mind to the Impreſſion of 


that dreadful Paſſion, which produces ſo often fatal 
Effects: If Captain Inglefield was, as I think it 


now 
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now that he was, actuated by that unfortu- 
nare Paſſion he would accept of no Anſwer but 
— which tended to confirm it.— T riffes, light as 
Air, are, to the Jealous, Confirmation ſtrong as 
Proots of Holy Writ. — And too true it appears 
in this Caſe.—He uſed to queſtion the Coachman, 
who uſed to meet him with the Chariot at Dept- 
ford, in his Way home, Who had been there ? — 
What Gentlemen viſited ?—How long they ſtaid ? 
—and, Whether they were alone ?—and a Variety 
of ſuch Sort of Queſtions ; but not a ſingle Sylla- 
ble about the Black, which 1s very extraordinary 
indeed. — The firſt Mention of any--Idea of any 
Apprehenſion reſpecting the Black, you find is to 
Mr. M*Carthy, they are not at all preciſe i in Point 
of Date, but it muſt have been ſomewhere in the 
Moath of December, for Mrs, Inglefield was not 
on board all the Month of November, at leaſt ſhe 
could not be on board till the 27th or. 28th; that 
is an Evidence from Mrs. Smith, her Mother, with 
whom ſhe was the major Part of that Month; on 
the--23ft is the Examination. am ſorry to fee 
ſuch an extra- judicial Examination; it naturally 
leads to very batt Conſequences, for the Black wad 
ing once faid it to his Maſter, he was pinned 
down. — The Witneſſes tell you, that upon his 
having ſaid it, Mr. Brett was called into the Cabin; 
then the Black having ſaid it to his Maſter, 
whom (as Doctor Harris obſerves) it was 
ble to ſay otherwiſe, when he looked Reraly at A 
him, and ſaid, L ſaw- . this poor Man tell 
the Captain of 2 Man of War, his Commanding 
Otficer, that he did not fee it? for that muſt have 
been the Effect oſa Negative on his Part he muſt 
have ſaid, you did not ſee it — Would that be ſuf- 
fered2-+Can it be conctived that he ſhould a& ſo, 
W Impreſſion made upon him in this Man- 


ner! ? 


1 
ner? You find Mr. Martin, in his Anſwer to the 


Interrogatory, ſays, he thinks it likely that the 


Black would perſevere while in Captain Inglefield's 
Service, and rated in the Book; and he obſerved, 
there was a very great Inconſiſtency in Webb's 


Evidence: If the Captain had not been under 
that unfortunate Prepoſſeſſion, he muſt himſelf 
have ſeen the glaring Inconſiſtency; but there is a 


Circumſtance I would obſerve, upon Mr. M Car- 


tby's ſaying, he was ordered to watch, and did 
watch, as he tells you: Webb tells you, upon his 
firſt Examinatich, that he met Mr. M' Carthy as 
he was coming out of the Cabin, who aſked him 
what he had been doing, and the Deponent told 
him Nothing particular: Now, if he had been ſo 
employed, taking the Probability, if he had been 
that Joſeph, running away from his Miſtreſs, at 
that Time — if he had been taking Liberties with 
her— then was the Time for Mr. M Carthy, the 
Captain's confidential Friend, who was ſet (I won't 


ſay as a Spy) who was ſet as a Watch: Was it 


not natural for him to have queſtioned him, when 
the Boy ſaid, Nothing in particular? — Was it not 
natural for him to have ſaid, what was that Noiſe 
I heard? Placed on purpoſe, as he was, by Cap- 
tain Inglefield, he muſt have preſſed the Boy fur- 
ther; but not a Tittle comes out till the Captain 
ſees him ; then he looks fierce at him, and ftamps, 
and ſwears; it is no Reflection upon the Captain, 
it was natural; he was prepoſſeſſed himſelf with the 
Truth of the Charge, and he enforces it by Means 
which were very natural—Agiated himſelf, he was 
not upon his Guard very ſtrictly; but he had the 


Power, he knew the Diſcipline for the Boy; for 


the Boy has ſworn that he knows very well the 
Diſcipline is very ſevere. — He was not à free 


Agent white within the Ship. What does he do 
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as ſoon as he gets away? — he lies with one Man, 
and lies with another; he unburthens his Conſci- 
ence to Latter and Thompſon; and then, to cloſe 
the Whole, he perſiſted the Gentlemen will ſay, in 
the ſame Story; becauſe, in their Interrogatory, 
which they read, it is ſtated, that Mr. Pilcher took 
an Opportunity of aſking him, ſeveral Times, 
whether. what he had related was true, and he ſtill 
rſiſted in it: But, it is to be remembered, he 
ad taken a ſolemn Oath before Mr. Pilcher. — 1 
think he was the moſt improper Perſon in the 
World. — Mr. Pilcher's queſtioning him, looks as 
if he began to doubt whether he had ſaid the 
Truth — for, Why ſhould Mr. Pilcher, when the 
Man had been ſworn, and the Nature of the Oath 
ſo fully explained in Mr. Pilcher's Preſence, queſ- 
tion him in this Manner, in Converſation, whether 
what he had ſaid was true or not? That is incon- 
ſiſtent and abſurd to the laſt Degree; it looks as if 
Mr. Pilcher himſelf began to be ſtaggered 3 bur 


Mr. Pilcher was his Superior, he was under the 


ſame Awe of him. But what can the Gentlemen 
ſay of Mrs. Pleaſance, ſhe was reading the Bible, 
it came out caſually; there were no Plans laid, he 


had not ſeen Elizabeth Wells at that Time, nor 


Mr. Mills, and that is material at the Time that 
Mrs. Pleafance was reading the Bible— it was a 
ſudden Impulſe ; and we know the Nature of Man- 
kind is ſuch, that many Murders have been diſco- 
vered — a man comes, and is ſtruck, and confefles 
a Murder that had been committed Years before 
He was ſtruck with the Solemnity of the Bible, 
and he: aſked the Queſtion : — Free from the Im- 


preſſion of Fear, he declares then in what Manner 


it had paſſed. They would have him conſidered 


as a Servant that was free; you obſerve what Sort 


of Station he is in: he had no Wages; he had 
1 merely 


9 


merely Pay as a Seaman ; was under Naval Diſ- 
cipline ; and not only that, but he was obliged to 


find his Clothes out of that Pay; he was very 'ſe- . 
verely beat for pawaing a Great Coat, which he 
had bought himſelf, out of his Money, and which 


he pawned for the Purpoſe of becoming a Chriſtian, 
in Order to pay the Fees. — The Beating might, I 
think, very eaſily be exagerated, and his pawning the 
Great Coat be an additional Circumſtance which 
might impreſs itſelf upon the Captain's Mind, at 


the Time there was an Idea that went forth, and 


was pretty prevalent, that when a black became a 
Chriſtian, he became a free Man; the Idea might 
be impreſſed upon Captain Inglefield, that he had 
made himſelf a Chriſtian merely to exempt him- 
ſelf from his Power. | re :} 

I will not go over the Evidence icularly, 
that Captain Inglefield did this, and the other: 
it is ſufficient for my Purpoſe, that the Black- has 


ſworn contradictorily at different Times, and in a 


different Manner; therefore he is totally out of 
the Caſe. CUR: | 12 

Since I have had the Honour of attending theſe 
Courts in many Caſes, but I never knew an In- 
ſtance of a Particeps Criminis allowing the Con- 
ſummation of the Crime; and he had ſworn poſi- 
tively to it, —I never knew an Inſtance of a Par- 
ticeps Criminis being (in Law) Evidence, ſtanding 


alone, his Evidence being taken alone: — That is, 
I am fure, the Law of this Court, as it has been 


determined over and over again in many: Caſes; 
which I need not go through: But I particularly 


remember one, the Caſe of Wright and Wright, 


which was an elderly Woman with an Apprentice 
of about eighteen : — He ſwore to a great Variety 
of Facts, and he talked of it to ſome of his Com- 
panions; but ſtill it made but one Witneſs:— The 

| Judge 
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udge ſaid, that if it had gone through twenty 
ouths, from his having told it to twenty People, 
ſtill, there being Nothing corroborating, it was 
but one Witneſs. — Now, in this Cafe, What is 
thete to corroborate ?—Not a Tittle, every Thing 
contradicts.— Every one of the Servants ſwear poſi- 
tively that Mrs. Inglefield had an unexceptionable 
Character. There is a Perſon whoſe Evidence will 
have great Weight in this Cauſe — we all know 
how exceedingly Seel Ladies are to avoid Ladies 
who art ſuſpected of Infidelity to their Huſbands, 
and Mrs. Baker, in her Evidence, ſwears that ſhe 
did not believe the Report; ſhe went and enquired 
as to the Truth of it, and if ſhe had believed it, 
ſhe would not have continued to viſit Mrs. Inglæ- 
field; but ſhe did continue to viſit her. — That 


| therefore is ſtrong ſubſidiary Evidence. 


The Letter from Captain Ingleffeld is a very 
one, it has been gone through by 
Doctor Harris, therefore I need ſay very little upon 
it; but the Facts ſtated there, and the Circum- 
ſtances are much more numerous than are ſtated in 
the Plea, which is ſomething very extraordinary.— 
According to that Letter, every Thing paſſed ar 
Singlewell; no Witneſs, not one Maid Servant 
defired to watch her — The Coachman was queſ- 
tioned about a Variety of Perſons — not one Ser- 
vant told to obſerve the Black : But you have ir 
in Evidence; that ſo guarded was Mr 1 Inglefield 


- with reſpect to the Black, that when ſhe was alone 


he did not wait at Table; that is 'a"Circtitnſtance 
directly contradittory to every Idea of Indecency 
being practiſed by her; becauſe, if he had waired 
at Dinner when ſhe was quite alone, ſhe was Maſter 
and Miſtreſs too, ſhe had none to controul her. 
Reon proved that Mrs. Inglefield ſhewed great Af- 


Ne towards her Huſband while he was at Sea— 


She 
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She had a Fit of Sickneſs upon the News of his 
being caſt away in the Centaur. 

But Courts don't ſet here to determine u 
mere Circumſtances; the Queſtion is, whether in 
Fact Adultery was committed; for the Plea, in 
Bar againſt a Reſtitution of Conjugal Rights, is, 
that ſhe committed Adultery :— Now, is there a 
Syllable ſaid of Adultery in the Evidence before 
you? not a ſingle one before you: — It was ne- 
ceſſary to admit the Plea in Bar. — There was a 
great Deal of Examining and Queſtioning, before 
the Juſtices of the Peace, to three or four of them ; 
but ſtill, if he had ſworn to the Fatt of the Crimi- 
nality, which was pleaded in the Libel; it would 
not have been admiſſible, if there was no Criminal 
Converſation, it being now in Evidence from the 
Black himſelf, that there was no Criminal Conver- 
ſation; that is likewiſe in Proof from the Letter; 
a Letter, till it was proved, amounted to Nothing; 
but, that having been proved, you have the Cap- 
tains own Confeſſion that there had been no Crimi- 
nality; then the Charge is at an End. © He,” 
the Black, © ſays, he never was criminal with you, 
but that you practiſed every Sort of Seduction. 
But that ſtill there was the that Crime for which 
a Court 1 Sentence of Separation. There 
is no Medium — J have heard that Doctrine in a 
Variety of Caſes — had the Honour of attend- 
ing in Sir John Elliot's Caſe, which was a Suit for 
Reſtitution of Conugal Rights, brought by the 
Lady ; and a Plea of Adultery i in Bar, by Sir John 
Elliott; and it was there contended, that though 
there was no Reſtitution, there could be no Decree 
of Divorce; but the Judge ſaid, it was Law Uni- 

verſal, and an eſtabliſhed Rule, that there is no 
Medium; the Vinculum remaining, there muſt 
either be à Reſtitution, or there muſt be a Divorce; 
there is no Medium. 

Captain 
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Captain Inglefield having failed in Proof of what 
in that Letter he undertook to prove, as well as in 
the Suit and Allegation, that there was a criminal 
Intercourſe with this Black, and having failed in 
that Proof, we are, I humbly conceive, intitled, in 
Point of Law, to the Reſtitution which we have 
prayed; and I think, by praying it, we are doing 
great Service to the Parties: — I won't lay any 
Streſs upon what Mrs. Parker ſays — that ſhe pro- 
poſed an Accommodation“ — I wiſh, for all their 
Sakes, they had taken her Advice, and had ac- 
ceded to it, except for one Conſideration; namely: 
that Captain Inglefield now, from having heard 
the Evidence, may be convinced that his Wife is 
unſpotted (as the Witneſſes ſay) innocent as a 
Child unborn— that there ſticks no Dirt to hey 
from this, — That, even fond as the World is of 
Scandal, you find that the Report in the Neigh- 
bourhood was not believed. — The Ladies them- 
ſelves, in general, are too apt to find Fault with, 
and depreciate each other; you find they (till 
eſteemed her, they viſited her, and conſidered her 
as in no Reſpect guilty; they could not conceive 
a Word the Black had ſaid was truth, begauſe, I 
believe, no Woman, who values her Character, 
would aſſociate with one who had been guilty of 
even ſo much as the Black mentions; and that is 
taken off by the Circumſtances—It is taken off by 
the Situation in which the Black then was—he was 
under the Impreſſion of Fear — no Matter whether 
zuſtly or not, if it actuated his Mind. Lou find a 


KReluctance when he was to kiſs the Book — he 
trembled. — What Captain Parker ſays upon that 


is extremely material: Captain Parker was there 


e 2471 | 13 COS DEE. kai Jy 
It was Mr. Mills (not Mrs. Parker) who, propoſed an Ag- 


and his Depoſition in the Appendix. = 
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in Order to attend the Examination: — Captain 
Parker ſaw what the Juſtice, Mr. Pilcher, would 
not or could not fee. But there was an Examina- 
tion before Major Wood, Mr. Rogers, and Lieu- 
tenant Brett, exceeding good Sea Officers every 
one; I believe they thoroughly believed what they 
ſaid ; they were impreſſed with it, but the Force of 


Prejudice we all know is ſuch, that an Impreſſion - 


once made, is not eaſily wiped off; they may be 
indiſputably good Officers, but they are not Law- 
yers ; they are not in the Habit of canvaſſing Evi- 
dence, they don't weigh the Circumſtances ; indeed 


they were not apprized of the Circumſtances.— 


Were they apprized of what had paſſed in private 
between Captain Inglefield and the Black ?—They 


were not privy to it, it paſſed between only Cap- 
tain Inglefield and the Black himſelf; that Im- 


preſſion operated throughout; having once ſaid it, 
he did not dare go back. No Wonder then, that 


all their extra- judicial Examinations were every 
one conſiſtent with each other; he muſt perſevere 
in the ſame Story: and when he comes to make a 


candid Confeſſion, he was under no Obligation to 


his Miſtreſs, nor to any one of the Servants. 

New, conſider where all theſe Witneſſes are col- 
lected from: Nothing but a Deſire to right In- 
nocence could have . their Motive. — Mrs. 
Inglefield, a married Woman, a Feme Covert, 
with a ſmall Allowance, {100 per Year I think— 


They all ſwear they are diſintereſted, —How ſhould 


ſhe collect ſuch a Number of unbiaſſed Witneſſes, 


unleſs the Force 'of Truth had brought them here ? | 


Mr. Pilcher“, this grave, this ſerious Adminiſtra- 
E - 


tor 


_ * Mr. Pilcher, this grave, this ſerious Adminiftrator of Juſ- 
tice, depoſes, That during the Time the ſaid John Webb 
lived in the Deponemt's Service, he was ſeveral Times ill- 
| / «« treated 
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tor of Juſtice, enraged at the Boys throwing Stones, 
he jumps out of the Carriage, and beats one of the 
Boys; and that is the Account that 1s given. It 
was not right to Charge Mr. Mills, a Perſon whoſe 
Character 1s fully ſpoken to, not only by Juſtice 
Pilcher, but by Mr. Ruſſel, and Gillam, they give 
him a moſt unexceptionable Character: — And is no 
Body to ſtep forth for the Protection of Innocence? 
— If Mr. Mills was convinced, was it not proper 
for him to do it? — Is a Charge a Proof? — Is a 

Woman to be harraſſed upon ſuch flight 
Grounds ? — Prepoſſeſſed himſelf, convinced from 
her general Conduct — and is that never to be 
taken into Conſideration ? — Certainly her general 
Character, whenever there is the leaſt Doubt of 
the Proof, muſt weigh extremely with every Court ; 
and there is a Circumſtance ſtrikes me, I am ſorry 
to ſay, that it does not pay a great Compliment 
to his Diſcernment ; but he was blinded with 
Jealouſy, or elſe no Perſon whatever who had re- 
ceived an anonymous Note, would endeavour either 
to trace it, or Pay any Regard to an Information 


which the Perſons are afraid to ſtep forth and 
avow. Therefore it was either ſome ſecret Enemy 
e treated by People in the Streets, and one In particular, as 


he attended the Deponent's Carriage, ayd was going over 
„% Rocheſter Bridge, he was inſulted by ſotne Fiſhermen, who 
+ threw Things at him; and this Depotient, to protect him, 
% got out of his Carriage and chaſtized one of them on the 
« 8 - 

Band Latter, Coachman to the above valorous Magis 
trate, depoſes, He remembers once driving his Maſter over 
«« the Bridge at Rocheſter, when the 121d John Webb was be- 
«© hind the Carriage, and two or three little Boys on the Bridge 
«© were laughing and making their Sport of him, becauſe he 
« was a Black; and one of them threw a ſmall Pebble at him, 
«« which hit che Carriage, Much made the Reſpondent's Maſter 
very angry, and he got ont of his Carriage, caught the Boy, 
«« and beat him for it.” j 


of 


C y 


Peace and Happineſs. 
The Captain ſays, he thought her Conduct ariſ- 


ing from Curioſity Alt was a wonderful Curioſity, 
and treating ſuch a Subject in a very light Manner 


indeed; and not conſiſtent with the general Cha- 
racter of Captain Inglefield, and the Earneſtneſs he 
has ſhewn in the Buſineſs. 

As to the Matter of ringing the Bell, it appeared 
ſuſpicious to him no Doubt, the note might inform 
him of that Circumſtance ; but when it came to be 
cleared up, Nothing 1s ſo natural: — The Window 
was left open—Elizabeth Wells tells you Mrs. In- 

glefield was frightened—ſhe came down Stair not 
a Word was ſaid about Jack. Every Part of the 
Letter is ſo fully e that the Witneſs him- 
ſelf (Webb) is — — totally incredible ſo as to 
operate for a Divorce. If he was a credible Wit- 
neſs, he would be but a fingle Witneſs ; but being 


a Particeps Criminis, if what he had ſaid was true, 


if he had even ſpoken to the Conſummation of rhe 
Fact, yet; being unconfirmed, his Evidence could 
have no Weight. There is not even in the Letter 
the Charge of Adultery, therefore the Plea, and 
the Charge in the Letter, do by no Means accord, 
The Court is to determine whether it is Adultery 
or not. — The Court 1s: to decide whether there 
ſhall be a Decree for a Reſtitution of Conjugal 
Rights or not. The Court has repeatedly declared 
that there is no Medium; therefore there muſt be 
Reſtitution. And not only a Reſtitution of Con- 
jugal Rights will be the Conſequence here, but, I 
hope, a Return of Affection, and an Obliceration 
of every painful Reflection, which anonymous 
Notes or Imagination may have created in Cap- 
tain Inglefield ; and that they will henceforth be 
as happy a Couple as they appear to have been be- 
fore this unfortunate affair happened. 

"2 Doctor 


of hers, or ſome invidious Perſon envying their 
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* 


Doctor Wynne (The King's Advocate General ) 
„SIN. og] 
THIS is a Suit which was brought in Eaſter 


Term, 1785, by Mrs. Ann Inglefield, againſt 
John Nicholſon Inglefield, Eſq; her Huſband, for 


the Reſtitution of Conjugal Rights; and unleſs he 


can ſhew a ſufficient and legal Juſtification of him- 
ſelf in abſtaining from, Cohabitation, as I call it, 
Deſerting it, as the Gentlemen on the other Side of 
the Table call it; unleſs he can eſtabliſh the Fact, 
moſt undoubtedly he is bound to cohabit with her. 

On the other Hand, if he be able to prove what 
he ſuſpects, I think I uſe too flight a Word, if he 
ſhould be able to prove what he has ſeen with his 
own Eyes, — in that Caſe, it will appear to the 
Court, and to every Perſon who hears any Thing 
of this Tranſaction, that he had but too juſt and 
too melancholy a Cauſe for it; and that he is en- 
titled, I hope, in Point of Law, I am ſure he is 
upon every other Conſideration, entitied to receive 
all the Relief that the Court can give him; and, as 
far as this Court certainly can go, to ſeparate him 
from this Woman for ever. 

The Caſe that he has ſtated, is this, in a few 
Words: — That after being married to this Wo- 
man for between twelve and thirteen Vears, after 
having had four Children by her, having treated 
her in a very affectionate Manner during the Whole 
of that Time, ſhe caſted luſtful Eyes upon a Ne- 
gro lad that he took into his Family; that ſhe be- 
gan with uſing more diſtant Careſſes, but in no 
very conſiderable Length of Time, that ſhe uſed 
the moſt* abominable, the moſt nauſeous Means to 


ſeduce him to gratify her wicked Luſts; and this 


coming 
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coming to the Huſband's Knowledge, has given 
Occaſion for the preſent Suit now before you. 

To this Mrs. Inglefield has replied, that Captain 
Inglefield is not the Man whom he would repre- 
ſent himſelf, at all; does not poſſeſs any of the 
Qualities of a good Huſband ; but, on the Con- 
trary, that he has conceived in his Mind a wicked 
Deſign of deſerting a Wife that had performed all 
the Duties of a good Wife to him, during all the 
Time of their Cohabitation, and that, for this 
Purpoſe, he has trumped up this vile Story, and 
ſuborned Witneſſes to ſupport it. | 

Theſe are the reſpective Caſes of the Parties.— 
It is, unqueſtionably, a moſt ſhocking Charge for 
a Huſband to make, and for a Wiſe to defend, un- 
queſtionably ſo. It is not, as I conceive, by any 
Means an-immaterial Part of this Conſideration, to 
obſerve how this Matter is brought before the 
Court,—becauſe the Gentleman have been obliged 
to do it. Every Perſon who hears it, undoubtedly 
is offended at the very Suggeſtion that has been 
made: — How comes this Matter to be brought 
before the Court? —It appears by a Letter ex- 
hibited in the Cauſe, and which was annexed to 
Mrs. Inglefield's Allegation, that upon the 25th of 
December, 1784, ſhe received a Letter from her 
Huſband, of which ſhe gives this Account : She 
ſays, that he had left her a very ſhort Time before 
at Chatham, and that to all outward appearance 
they parted in a very affectionate Manner—that he 
then told her ſhe ſhould go to her Mother's, who 
had a Houſe at Greenwich, and that he would 
come there and paſs the Chriſtmas with her—that 
inſtead of this, he went from Chatham to Lon- 
don, and wrote this Letter, which ſhe received 
upon the 25th of December :—That Letter I mean 
to rely upon, as I conceive it to be a very material 

F 3 Part 
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Part of this Caſe, — The Door, upon the other 
fide of the Table, ſaid he was threatened with it, 
but that he was not at all afraid of it: he too has 
pointed out Circumſtances in that Letter, upon 
which he thinks depends a Part of the Juſtifica- 
tion of his Client. 

What I collect from that Letter, in general, is 
this: That Captain Ingleficld did not act an inſi- 
dious Part; that he did not go about to relate his 
Suſpicions to one and another of his Friends and 
her Acquaintance, or invent thoſe Stories which 
they pretend he fabricated : He did not indeed 
Kaur himſelf, by Word of Mouth, to make the 
Charge which has now come out, but he wrote her 
a Letter, in which he tells her, that he has received 
an anonymous Note, aquainting him with that 
which indeed he was but too well informed of be- 
fore: he tells her in that Letter, poſitively, that he 
had himſelf ſeen her kiſs this Black — that he ab- 
ſtained from ſuffering this Matter to break out till 
he had received this Note, by which it appeared 
that his Diſhonour was got abroad that it was 
now impoſſible to keep it within the Walls of his 
own Houſe, and therefore it was neceſſary for him 
to take ſome Step in it; and he ſays, he accord- 

ingly examined the Black ; and he relates in the 
Letter, in Subſtance very nearly, what the Black 
has ſaid in his Depoſition. 

This Letter was exhibited by Mrs. Inglefield 
herſelf, annexed to her Allegation, and therefore 
there js no need of any Proof of it: One Circum- 
ſtance the Doctor pointed out, and I thank him 
for it: that as it appears, before this Letter was 

- written, there muſt have been another Letter written 
by Captain Inglefield, and received by the Lady ; 
Where is that other Letter? ſays the Doctor. 
How © comes it you don't hear of that Letter "Why 
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Why Sir, you do hear of it, by hearing from the 
Depoſition of Mills, that he ſaw two Letters; he 
poſitively ſays, that he ſaw, in the Hands of Mrs. 
Inglefield, two Letters which ſhe had received 
from the Captain reſpecting this Matter: One of 
them ſhe thought would anſwer her Purpoſe better 
than the other, and that one only ſhe has produced. 
Captain Inglefield has related the Matter preciſely 
in the Way in which the black Servant depoſed 
upon Oath, and he has concluded the Letter with 
all the Fairneſs, with all the Openneſs and Candour 
a Man could poſſibly do; for he tells her, at the 
Concluſion oft that the Black, in the Examina- 
tion he had taken, had declared that he had never 
been criminal with his Miſtreſs, he was always 


afraid. 


the ſeveral Parties in this Cauſe, and in the ſecond 


Allegation of Captain Inglefield, he pleaded, that 


in Conſequence of this Letter, he very ſoon after 
propoſed a Reference to Friends: he propoſed that 
an equal Number of Friends ſhould be appointed 
by the Parties, and that this Matter ſhould be ex- 
amined into. Sir, that he pleaded — That Article 
you rejected, and very juſtly rejected I readily ad- 
mit, as far as my humble Opinion goes, and the 
Reaſon 1s, becauſe, that when the Matter came 
into Court, when it became a Queſtion that muſt 
be examined regularly, in Allegata et Probata, then 
it was immaterial for the Court to be acquainted 
with all the Tranſactions, the Overrures, which had 
been paſſed between the Parties and their Friends ; 
but {till J have a Right to ſtate, and I conceive it 
is very material for my Client that you ſhould un- 
derſtand, the Temper, Diſpoſition, and Conduct of 
the Parties; that he did plead, and offered to prove 
that this Matter was not voluntarily brought by 
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| © 
him into a Court of Juſtice; but that he was 
deſirous there might be Friends appointed on 
both Sides, that might examine the Evidence, and 
in ſhort, to do whatever they might think fit, in 
Conſequence of it. It is not ſuggeſted, it has ne- 
ver been pleaded, it is now indeed diſavowed by the 
Doctors on the other Side, that Mrs. Inglefield 
ever took any Step of this Sort; ſhe receives 
this Letter, in which her Huſband charges her 


with having ſeen her kiſs the black Boy, at the 


Time he was dreſſing her Hair; ſhe receives 
a Letter, informing her of the ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances with which he charges her, relative to her 
Behaviour with this black Boy; ſhe diſdains to 


conſult her Friends; ſhe diſdaing to deſire her 


Huſband to enquire, whether he may not have 
been deceived ; whether there may not have been 
ill Offices done between them; and ſhe inſiſts, that 


he ſhall either take her to his Board and his Bed 


again, or elſe that he ſhall have the Charge thrawn 
upon himſelf of bringing this Matter, of this vile 
nauſious Story, into a Court of Juſtice, 

I will not take upon me to ſay, that a Woman, 
who could act in this Manner, muſt be preſumed 
to be of a Diſpoſition wicked enough, and impu- 
dent enough to do any Thing ſhe might be charged 
with — that would be going rather too far — but I 
will take upon me to ſay, ſhe muſt be a Woman of 
a very extraordinary Conſtitution, that ſhe muſt be 
deſtitute of every Feeling of Delicacy and Modeſty 
of-a Woman that could do this ; and 1t appears to 
me; that her Conduct has laid ſome Foundation at 
leaſt for the Court to belieye the Charge that is 
now brought againſt her ; ſhe is not afraid of the 


Story at all; ſhe has no Deſire it ſhould be con- 


cealed that ſhe has been charged with this, and that 
there ſhould be ſuch an Examination as there has 
29 . been 
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been upon it: I dont at all wonder at that, for it 
has been made as public already as News Papers 
can make it; and I think it pretty plainly appears 
in Evidence, by what Means that has happened, 
becauſe one of their own Witneſſes has proved it 
upon Mr. Gillam Mills*, of Greenwich. — How- 
ever, we are now forced into this Buſineſs, and it 
is become abſolutely neceſſary for Captain Ingle- 
field to give in the Allegation which he did, charg- 
ing his Wife, which he undoubtedly has done, with 
Adultery, and to examine ſuch Witneſſes as he has 
been able to produce, in order to eſtabliſh” that 
Fact. 

Sir, you have had a great Deal of your Time 
taken up in laying that Evidence before you, and 
now, that it is my Duty, as Counſel for Captain 
Inglefield, to repreſent the Caſe in that Light in 
which I conceive it muſt appear, I will defire to 
ſubmit to you three Conſiderations: 


If the King's Advocate will condeſcend to examine the 
News Papers, he will find that Mr. Mill's firſt Letter was on 
the 2d of Auguſt, 1785 ; and the ſcandalous Publications that 
made the unhappy Diſſentions notorious, were in the Papers of 
the 26#h.and zoth of july; the firſt of theſe is ſuſpected, the 
laſt is avowed to have come from Captain Inglefield's Party; 
therefore Mr. Mills was not the Means of bringing the Buſineſs F 
into public Notice. | 1 

All thoſe Parts in Pr. Wynne's and Dr. Scott's Speeches, 
charging me with, and cenſuring me for bringing this Cauſe 
into a public Court, are fully anſwered by me in the Preface ; 
wherein I have proved, that every Meaſure (conſiſtent with the 
great Object I had in View, the clearing my Character) was 1 
ineffectually purſued to bring about a Reconciliation, and to ad- ; 
juſt a private Separation; therefore I was compelled to appeal 
to the Eccleſiaſtic Court, to render me that Juſtice my Accuſer 
denied me.—When I had commenced the Suit, Captain Ingle- 
field would have ſtopped further Proceedings, but, for Reaſons 
given in the Preface, I rejected his Propoſals; and am con- 
vinced, from well weighing every Circumſtance that has fince 
occured, I therein acted with a becoming Conduct to myſelf and 


Children. : 
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Firſt, What Proof Captain Inglefield has made 
of the-Fact. 

Secondly, What Effect that Proof would have, 
if uncontradicted. And 

Thirdly, With what Effect it has been contra- 
dicted. 

Thoſe are the three Conſiderations under which 
I will deſire to conſider this Caſe, 

Km Inglefield, in his Allegation, has charged 

n general that Caſe which I have alledged ; chat 
Conduct with the black Servant, who lived with 
him at the Time, from which he formed his on 
nion that ſhe had committed Adultery with 
Lad. 

In Order to prove that Charge, the Boy himſelf 
has been examined, and the Account he gives, is 
ſhortly this : — He fays that he went to live in the 
Family, at Greenwich, about May, 1783, near two 
Years—that from his firſt going into the Family, his 
Miſtreſs took more Notice of him than he thought 
became her He ſays ſhe uſed frequently to ſmile 
upon him, to take hold of his Hand and ſqueeze it 
gently. Two or three Months after, ſhe was deliver- 
ed of a Son, and about a Month after that, as he was 


one Day ſweeping the Hearth, ſhe put her hands 


round his Neck and kiſſed him He ſays, the next 
Day, when he was dreſſing her Hair, ſhe lifted up 
his Apron and proceeded to Indecencies — A Day 
following that ſhe called him into her Bed Cham- 
ber, as ſhe ſet upon her Bed, pulled him upon her 
Lap, and renewed, with additional ones, the Inde- 
cent Practices ſhe had uſed the preceeding Day, 
and told him that he need not be afraid of his 
Maſter, for he would know Nothing of the Matter. 
— He ſpeaks of her having frequently, upon ſub⸗ 
ſequent Occaſions, done theſe Things at Single- 
well — and he further  fays, that one F GO 

about 


5 


about ten Days after his Maſter and Miftreſs went 
on board the Scipio, that his Maſter having gone 
on ſhore, his Miſtreſs called him into the Cabin, 
and ordered him to empty a Baſon of Water that 
ſhe then ſhut the Door, faſtened it on the Inſide, 
and then ſhe put both her Arms round his Waiſt, 
kiſſed him, and attempted to unbutton his Breeches, 
upon which he got out of the Cabin as faſt as he 
could. f 

This is the Account given by the Witneſs, of 
what paſſed at different Places. At Singlewell the 
Account given is, that the Practices of this Kind 
laſted twelve or fourteen Months; the other is, re- 
ſpecting this ſingle Fact — The · Circumſtance of 
what paſſed on board the Veſſel, is confirmed by 
Mr. M Carthy to a certain Degree. 

Mr. M Carthy proves, that after Captain Ingle- 


field and his Lady had been on board the Scipio, 


and the Time he deſcribes, this brings it to about 
the Month of November, that the Ea tain aſked 
him if he had ever ſeen any improper Familiarities 
between his Wife and John Webb, the black- Ser- 
vant. — The Witneſs ſays, he declared he never 
faw any Thing of the Kind. — But however, Cap- 
tain Inglefield thinks that he has Reaſon to ſuſpect 
ſomething, and deſires him to watch them ; and 
accordingly the Man ſays, that about. a Week after 
that, he heard her one Day call Webb into the 
after Cabin in Order to empty a Baſon'of Water— 
that Wehb went into the Cabin—that as ſoon as he 
got in, the Door was ſhut on the Inſide — that he 
was there about a Quarter of an Hour, during 
which Time he heard a great Struggling between 
the two Parties—and the Witneſs does ſay, that he 
thought, at the Time, that they had committed 
Adultery together; and that he ſhould have conti- 
nued to believe ſo, if he had not underſtood the 
Contradictions of that Fact made by the Boy. 
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The Depoſitions of John Webb, to what paſſed 
at Singlewell, are, to be ſure, leſs material, but they 
are not abſolutely unconfirmed neither ; — for a 
young Gentleman who was examined, a Nephew 
of Captain Inglefield's, Mr. Thomas Slade Fearus, 
ſays, he uſed to be at the Houſe of Singlewell — 
He ſpeaks. to a particular Day, upon which he 
heard Mrs. Inglefield call John Webb, the Ser- 
vant, into her Room, to take ſome Plate out to be 
uſed at Dinner; accordingly, he ſays, ſhe went up 
into her Room, and the Witneſs followed her; 
ſoon. after that, John Webb came up into the 
Room, when Mrs. Inglefield, putting her Hand 
into her Pocket, ſaid ſhe. had forgot the Key, and 
ſhe deſired this young Gentleman to go for the 
Key, ſhe told him ſhe believed it was in a back 
Parlour ; that he went down Stairs, and was for 
five or ten Minutes looking for it, at laſt he found 
it, and he went up again into the Room, and there 
he found Webb in the Room, ſtanding by his 
Miſtreſs. 

Now, I will conſider how the Caſe ſtands, as 
confirmed by theſe two Witneſſes : 

Firſt, The Tranſaction in the Cabin, as that is 
molt particularly ſpoken to. 

| Secondly, Thoſe Circumſtances which paſſed at 
the Houfe in the Country. ; 

Perhaps the Account that is given by M<Carthy, 
or that given by the other W itneſſes, taken by 
themſelves, might very truly be ſaid to have No- 
thing in thera that is in the leaſt criminal. 

The Doctor, on the other Side of the Table, 
thought, however, that it was neceſſary and fit for 
him to throw ſome Kind of Slur upon the Evi- 
dence, to endeavour to diminiſh the Credit due to 
the Evidence of M Carthy. — I never in my Life 
law a more candid or fair Witneſs than Mr. 

No Mc<Carthy 


C 


M Carthy is, and indeed the other Witneſs, and fo 
is every Witneſs that is examined in this Cauſe, 
as far as any Practice of Captain Inglefield re- 
ſpecting them, can poſſibly affect them. 

Mr. M“ Carthy ſays, he never before ſaw; or ſuſ- 
pected any Thing; he relates barely the Fact; 
what he ſaw and heard; and he leaves it to you to 
judge what Inferrence you ſhould draw from the 
Fact: — That is the moſt candid Account a Wit- 
neſs can poſſibly give; but if that is. confirmed by 
the Teſtimony of another Witneſs, it will tend 
ſtrongly to prove the Fact. — This is the Account 
at leaſt, not of a willing Witneſs for the Party, for 
whom he is produced, but rather, as I conceive, of 
an unwilling Witneſs; for Mr. M*<Carthy does 
ſpeak in that Kind of Way which ſhews that he 
was not in the leaſt diſpoſed to eſtabliſh the Fact, 
which he was brought to prove, unleſs fo far as the 
Facts will warrant. What is the Fact? — That 
Mrs. Inglefield, having called the black Servant 
ſto the Cabin, the faſtens the Door on the Inſide : 
Nov, Is not that a pretty extraordinary Circum- 
ſtance? I underſtood the Doctor to ſay: It is a 
common Thing for à Lady to lock the Door when 
ſhe calls her Footman into a Room—that it is very 
common to ſtruggle, and make fuch Kind of 
Noiſes, as that a Man, who is ſtanding on the Out- 
ſide of the Door, ſhall think that this is preciſely as . 
if theſe two Perſons, upon the Floor, or a Chair, 
or ſomething of that Kind, were doing what Men 
and Women are apt ſometimes to do in the dark, 
and when every Body elſe is kept out — Mr. 
M*<Carthy fays, that is the Impreſſion it made upon 
his Mind; and what ſtrongly increaſed that Im- 
preſſion was, that when the Lad came out, he 
looked frightened and ſcared. Does not this con- 
firm what was ſworn by Webb himſelf, * 
this 


11 


; 

| this Lady on other Occafions—that ſhe uſed to be 
bt guilty o of ſuch Practices that ſhe uſed to kiſs him 
LA that ſhe, in ſhort, made Uſe of all thoſe Kind of 
| y Attempts to ſeduce him, which he has related in 


il his Depoſition: —It is confirmed in this Way by a 
J's Witneſs, ſpeaking to the Fact, declaring that he 
+21 knows Nothing — the mere Fact as it is related. 
3 In my Apprehenſion, an Account given by a Wit- 
1 neſs who muſt know what paſſed, and confirmed in 
the Way that this is, by a Perſon who was on the 
Outſide accidentally, is as ſtrong a circumſtantial 
Confirmation (certainly it is no more than a cir- 
cumſtantial Confirmation) but it is as ſtrong a cit- 
cumſtantial Confirmation as could poſſibly have 
been given. 

The other, to be ſure; is not ſo ſtrong ; and it is 

a Story which, if taken by itſelf, without being let 
into any of the Practices that this Lady had for- 
merly uſed with her black Servant, would amount 
to Nothing, it would be a Story perfectly indiffe- 
rent ; but when you come to conſider, that her 
Way was, as is depoſed by Webb, to endeavour to 
get him into her Bed Chamber: —- When you ob- 
erve, that ſhe called this Lad up into her Bed 
Chamber, in order to take Plate out of her Cloſet, 
and had not carried the Key of that Cloſer with 
her — when you obſerve the Man goes up into the 
Room, not being called by ins Miftreſs— whether 
it was out of any 1 urioſity of his own, or any Sul- 
picion ; if he had any 8 guſpicion he moſt carefully 
conceals it; he denies it indeed, for, the young 
Gentleman depoſes in the faireſt Manner poſlible, 
much to his own Credit, and the Credit of Captain 
Inglefield, who is his Relation, and; as ſuch; muſt 
be pc poſed to have an J nfluence over him. — The 

Lad ſays, he never ſuſpected any Thing he knows | 

of no ill Conduct in his Aunt: but the Fact he 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks to is, that this black Servant was called 
into the Bed Chamber by his Miſtrets ; the Wit⸗ 
neſs follows of his own Aceord, and when ſhe ſaw 
him in the Room, was it not'a pretty odd Choice, 
there being an Errand to be done down Stairs, that 
ſhe ſhould rather ſend this young Gentleman than 
the Black, and chooſe to keep the Black ſeryanc 
there while he was gone down co ſearch for this 
Key? — Surely that is not a Circumſtance to 
immaterial — 1t is that Kind of -accidental Cir- 
cumſtance that in my humble Apprehenſion does 
ſtrongly tend to confirm the Evidence that is given 
by John Webb, of her conſtant Practice, if ſhe 
could, to get him alone, and whenever ſhe did get 
him alone, to uſe Practices of this Kind. 

The Evidence he has given, amounts to no more 
than this, that his Miſtreſs did endeavour to ſeduce 
him, and uſed Practices of this Kind for a confide- 
rable Length of Time; but, in Fact, he never was 
criminal with her: — I confeſs the Effect it makes 
upon me is very much like that which is made upon 
the old Major of Marines, Mr. Wood, that is, that 
he has told the Truth, but not the whole Truth. 
I can ſcarce conceive it poſſible, in the Nature of 
Things, credible I am ſure it is not, conſidering all 
the Circumſtances, conſidering the Character, and 
the Facts, as they are related by this John Webb, 
that the Whole ſhould have broken off unconſum- 
mated in the Manner that he has related. 

Now, taking for a Moment the Fact to be, that 
Mrs. Inglefield did uſe theſe Practices with the 
black Boy, I believe no one will. believe that it 
ſtopped with her; no one will ſuppoſe that ſhe had 
all this Pleaſure in raiſing her Paſſions, and that ir . 
never entered into her Mind to gratify them at all: 
therefore I conceive, taking them as Facts, _ | 

| | rectly 
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rectly true as John Webb has related them, no 
Body will ſuppoſe but the carnal Act was com- 
mitted between them. ; 

Now let us fee how it was on the other Side: 
This is a Lad about nineteen Years of Age, a Na- 
tive of a Country, the Conſtitutions of the Inhabi- 
rants of which, are generally ſuppoſed to be as 
warm as the Clunate; now then can it be ſuppoſed 
that this young man, who 1t will not be ſuggeſted 
had any religious Scruples, it won't be ſuggeſted 
that he had any moral Scruples to reſtrain him 
upon an Occaſion of this Kind — he had all theſe 
Temptations to ſeduce him, he had all theſe Op- 
portunities, his Paſſions were frequently raiſed to 
the Height; but, when that was done, he always 
reſiſted the Temptation, he always declined, he 
always got him out, in Order to avoid his Miſtreſs ; ; 
Can that be credited? and yet, that is the Account 
that is given by this Witneſs. 

It ſeems to me much more probable, chat the 
Fear_which is repreſented as the Motive that pre- 
vented him from actually conſummating this Act, 
ſhould be his Motive for denying it; "and chat, 
though he would relate the other Part of the Story 
himſelf, he would not take upon himſelf ſuch a 
Degree of Criminality as ſhould ſubject him to the 
Reſentment of Captain Inglefield, whether he had 
been his Maſter or not: — The Reſentment of à 
Man of that Kind be muſt know was very much to 
be dreaded : — concetving, from the Impreſſions 
which the Situation would naturally make upon 
any Man, it is much more probable that Fear 
ſhould have induced him to conceal that Part of 
the Story; for he has taken no Part of the Crime 
upon himſelf; it is all the Temptation that was 
uſed on the Part of Mrs. Inglefield, and rather 
Merit on his Part, ſor it was all reliſted ; and, to 

be 


(%) 


be ſure, he poſitively ſays the Crime was not actu- 
ally committed. Compare this Caſe with the or- 
dinary Cafes of Adultery which come before the 
Court: What does the Court proceed upon every 
Day in theſe Caſes and pronounce Sentence of Se- 

paration for? — It is that a Man and a; Woman 
were ſhut up together in a Room privately, and 
that there were Perſons at the Door, who heard 
Noiſes, Strugglings, and Screamings; Circum- 
ſtances of that Kind from which the Court always 
does infer, without enquiring any further, that an 
Act of Adultery was committed, unleſs there ſhould 
be any Reaſon to ſuſpect Colluſion.— Now I don't 
ſuppoſe it will be ſuſpected here was any Colluſion 
between Mrs. Inglefield and the Captain, or be- 
tween Mrs. Inglefield and this young Man, or 
that ſnę was not very ſincere upon this Occaſion 
No will doubt that. Then I ſubmit that this 
Kind of Evidence is abundantly ſufficient to have 
founded a Sentence of Separation, ſuppoſing the 
Fact of Adultery to be eſtabliſhed. | 

Sir, I need not put you in Mind that you are not 
now deſired to diſſolve this Marriage ; you know , 
very well that you cannot do that; that the very 
utmoſt the Court could do, ſuppoſing the Evidence 
to be as ſtrong as a Caſe of this Kind poſſibly could 
be, the Court could go no farther than to decree a 
Separation from Bed, Board and mutual Cohabita- 
tion, until the injured Party conſented to cohabit 
again, becauſe that is always made a Part in every 
Sentence of Separation. 

It has been ſaid, by the Doctor who ſpoke laſt, 
that there is no Medium, that the Court always 
does, and always muſt, either pronounce for a Re- 
ſtitution of Conjugal Rights, or decree Separation; 
T know very well, that although this began as a a 
Caſe of Reſtitution, yet, 9 Inglefield, the 
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Party who is againſt, is able to eſtabliſh 
his Cafe, and to prove that there had been ſuch a 
Conduct on the Part of his Wife, and that he is nor 
bound to cohabit with her, 1 know that the Court 
might, in that Caſe, and has in an hundred In- 
ſtances, pronounced a Sentence of Separation :— 
But, that that is clear Law which the Doctor hag 
taken for granted to be fo, namely, that the Court 
muſt either admoniſh, to reſtore Cohabitation, or 
Separate, is farther than I can go; I dont know 
that that is perfectly clear: I remember a Cale, in 
which a contrary Opinion was held by a Judge we 
all knew, whoſe Experience and Learning we were 
all extremely ſenſible of, and that is the late Sir 
Edward, Simpſon:— There was a Caſe before him 
of Holmes and Holmes, it afterwards went by 
to the Court of Arches, in 1775; I re- 
member the Caſe perfecth in both the Courts: 
That was a Caſe of Reſtitution of Conjugal Rights, 
brought by a Huſband againſt his Wife. — The 
Wife, in that Caſe, gave an Allegation, in which 
ſhe picaded; that her Huſband had, in many Re- 
ſpects, impoſed upon her — that he had pretended 
himſeif to be a Man of Fortune, when in Truth 
he was not - that ſhe had lent him Money, of which 
he had defrauded her — that he had become a 
Bankrupt— that he had deſerted her, and remained 
abicnt from her (ſhe did not know where) for more 
than a Year, and then he returned and inſiſted 
upon her cohabiting with him, and uſed or was en- 
deavouring to uſe Force for that Purpoſe. 
That Allegation Sit Edward Simpſon. admitted, 
. perfecthy remember he ſaid (I have ſome- 
ting better tkan a mere Recollection, becauſe I 


Find Pwrote the Words down at the Time) that 


A OP there might not be a Foundation, in this 
Caſe, for him to decree a Separation, by "_ of 
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Cruelty, yet there might be a ſufficient Reaſon for 
him not to decree a Reſtitution under the Circum- 
ſtances of the Caſe. > 

I don't mean to con rom , by * 
Means, that this Cauſe was — to ”— 
of Arches z and Sir George Lee certainly did de- 
clare a different Opinion. But the Reaſon for my 
mentioning it, is to ſhew that it is not a Notion of 
my own, thrown out without any Foundation at 
all, but that it was an Opinion that was judicially 
declared by a Perſon of as great Eminence and 
Learning in the Profeſſion as any of his Time. 

There is another very authentic Record, of 
winch I would deſire to put you in Mind, which 1 
think will afford the Principle in this Caſe, which 
may be of Uſe to my Client: — Fhere is, in the 
Papers annexed to the Life of Sir Leoline Jenkins, 
page 723, a Report which was made by him and 
Sir Giles Sweet (who, I believe, were at that 
Time, the Judge of the Prerogative, and the 
Judge of the Admiralty ; the two. Heads of the 

rofeſſion) to a Reference from Lord Keeper 
Bridgeman:— It was a Caſe which aroſe, in the 
Court of Chancery, between a Mr. Horwood and 
his Wife: — There had been, during the Time of 
the U ſurpation, a Commiſſion appointed, who de- 
termined upon Matter of ion and Alimony 
between Huſband and Wife; and they had de- 
creed that this Mr. Horwood ſhould pay his Wife 
Three Hundred Pounds a Year, for a Separate 
Maintenance, from which Decree he then a ed 
to my Lord Keeper Bridgeman, to be relieved 
from; and Mrs. Horwood, on the other Side, op- 
poſed and prayed that it might be carried into Ex- 
ecution: It appears that this Matter was referred 
to thoſe two Derlons to make a Return, ſtating 
what was the Practice of the Eecleſiaſtical Court, 
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reſpecting Caſes of this Kind, for Separation; and 
they ſtate it in this Manner They ſay: 

* That when a Sentence of Divorce, in Cauſa 
705 * Civities is given, the Wife is at Liberty to live 

apart from her Huſband, and ought to have 

— notwithſtanding any Invitations or So- 

<*-licitations made by the Huſband, till ſhe do, of 

* her own Accord, return to cohabit with him; 

cc or ele, that the Court Chriſtian doth ſee Cauſe, 

4% upon new Allegations and Proots, to compel her 
© to return ad uſque conjugare. 

Secondly they ſtate,  'That there are ſome Sorts 
4 of Cruelty, which being alledged in Judgment, 

© and proved, and a Sentence of Divorce there- 
17 upon had, the Wife cannot by Law be compelled 

her own Liking, to return and cohabit 
« with her Huſband, though ſuch Security be 
offered, for his good Behaviour, as is beyond 
* Exception * 
Thirdly, they ſay, « That there are other Cruel- 
te ties; ſo called, fuch as may be endured when they 
* n, and though they have been ſome Time 
10 acted, yet a Change in the Huſband may make 
ct almoſt unreaſonable to fear them in new Cir- 
© cumſtances; There are, he ſays, -© likewiſe, 
cSentences of Divorce ſometimes ſubmitted to by 
C tacit. Conſent of the Party; in theſe Caſes the 
Court Chriſtian may call the Wife, and upon 
{© Cauſes alledged and proved, compel her, by 
* Cenſure eccleſiaſtical, to return and cohabit with 
© her Huſband, upon Caution given for her good 
{© Treatment,” 

Nov, the Application which I deſire to make of 
this to the preſent Caſe, is this: It is ſtated there 
that Sentences of Separation, by Reaſon of Cruelty, 
are pronounced by the Court upon Caſes more or 
1. e chat the —— 08 of the Sentences 
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is different; that when the Ground is a very fla- 

nt one, upon which they have been pronounced, 
in that Caſe the Party who has obtained it, is not 
to be compelled to cohabit under any Circum- 
ſtances, without Conſent; but that if ſuch a Sen- 
tence has been obtained in a Caſe leſs flagrant, and 
upon Circumſtances which are a lels complete and 
abſolute Ground, for the Party to have complained, 
and for the Party to have obtained it; in that 

Caſe, the Party who has had the Separation pro- 
nounced againſt her, would be at Liberty, at a 
furure Time, to apply to the Court, and to obtain 
a Reverſion of that Sentence of Separation. 

I conceive what is there ſtated, in Reſpect to 
Caſes of Cruelty, will bear perfect Analogy to 
Caſes of Separation, where Adultery is compleat, 

I don't mean to fay, that upon the Authority of 
this Caſe, or upon any Authority in Point of Rea- 
ſon or Policy, a Huſband ought to be at Liberty 
to apply to the Court to obtain a Separation, upon 
Suggeſtion. only, nor even upon Proof of Levity, 
or of Indiſcretion, for ſuch Matters; as it was in 
his Power, perhaps, to have prevented ; and when 
they had actually paſſed, he has no Ground him- 
felf to apprehend that he has received any material 
Injury; that I dont mean to contend by any 
Means in the World. | | 

But I do contend, upon the Authority of this 
Cafe, that where a Huſband can lay before the 
Court ſuch a Degree of Proof as makes it im- 
poſſible, ſuppoſing the Facts to be eſtabliſhed up- 
on which that Suſpicion has ariſen in his Mind, 
that he ean with any Comfort cohabit, that he can- 
not, in Point of Law, be bound to cohabit, under 
ſuch Circumſtances : And I conceive, although it 
is not that abſolute Degree of Proof which may be 


expected in ſome Caſes, and which the Court in 
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ſome Caſes proceed upon to.pronounce a Sentence 
of Separation, by. Reaſon of Adultery, which it 
never would reverſe: Still, as I conceive, if ſuch a 
Caſe has been laid before the Court, and proved by 
the Party, as ſhall ſhew, that he has juſt and rea- 
ſonable Ground to ſuſpect that the very laſt Injury 
has been done him, and that the Perſon whom he 
88 to cohabit with has given him ſuch a juſt 
guſt, as that it is impoſſible for him to cohabit 
and orm the Duties of an Huſband — for the 
reſent, then, I ſay, that according to the Ana- 
w of that Caſe, according to the Law, accord- 
ing to common Senſe, and common Humaaity, 
if ſuch a Caſe as that can be eſtabliſhid by the 
Huſband, the Court is bound, either in the one 
Way or the other, to give him Relief. — I ſubmit 
to the Judgment of the Court, whether you will, 
under the Circumſtances of the Caſe, think you 
are at Liberty, without pronouncing any Sentence 
at all, ro refuſe the Monition, or elſe, that you will 
ounce 2 Sentence of Separation. — But, I ſay, 
in the one Way or the other, effectual Relief the 
Party is entitled to, if he has been able to eſtabliſh 
that Fact. 

Eyery Writer upon the Queſtion, has always 
laid it down, that according to the Effect of Seve- 
rity the Sentence will have for any act complained 
of, for any Act that a Party is charged with, but 
more particularly Adultery, according to the Effect 
the Sentence will have upon the Party, ſuppoſing 
the Proof be more firi&t or leſs ſtrict upon which 
the Court will pronounce that Sentence, — There 
is a Paſſage in Monopius, which I beg leave to 
ſtate, it is in his firſt Book, Preſumption 41, Title 
Aadulterium quibus Rationibus Conjunttum Deligata 
(read the Quotation), He ſtates, that there are 
three Purpoſes for which a Suit for Adultery 1 
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de commenced : for capital Puniſhment to the 
Party who has been guilty of Adultery ; for the 
Separation « Menſa et Thore, from the Party 
who has been injured; and, in Order to inflict a 
pecuniary Penalty upon the Wife, fo as to con- 
fiſcate her Portion: — Having ſtated ſeveral Pre- 
ſumptions, he ſtates, that that which is the ordi- 
nary Proof, upon which theſe Courts pronounce 
in Caſes of Adultery every Day, ſuch as the Par- 
ties being fhut up and refuſing to open the Door, 
and Circumſtances of that Kind; ſays he, that is 
ſufficient to obtain a Separation a Menſa et Thora; 
it certainly is not ſufficient to condemn the Adul- 
terer to a capital Puniſhment; but as the Effect 
in this Cafe is leſs ſevere, that of a Separation, 
though it ſhould be a perpetual Separation, than 
that of a capital Puniſhment, ſo a leſs Degree of 
Evidence ſhall be received. | | 
Now, when I mentioned the Caſe as reported by 
the two Judges, I ſhould conceive that a more or 
leſs: ftrift Proof of the Fact of Adultery, having 
been committed, will induce a Court to pronounce 
a Sentence more or leſs ſevere, as knowing that 
the Effe&t of that Sentence- will be different; in 
the one Caſe where a Sentence of Separation is 
pronounced upon a; ſtrict complete abſolute 
Proof of Adultery, even ãn that Cafe, the Common 
Law does not ſuppoſe that the Parties will conti- 
nually ceaſe from Cohabitation to the Ends of their 
Lives, becauſe, even there, it is merely that the 
Separation ſhall be until the Parties will conſent to 
cohabit, that is until the injured Party conſent to 
cohabit: but where the Proof is not ſo ſtrict, and 
where the Party having lived in ſuch a Way as 
will ſhew that the Party poſſibly may have been 
innocent, or if not, is reformed, and at leaſt re- 
formed from thoſe Practices which are the Foun- 
G 4 dation 
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| nce the Sentence of 
Separation upon: — In that Caſe the Party will be 
at Liberty to ſtate to the Court what that is, what 
the ſort of Evidence was that the former Sentence 
was pronounced upon, and the Court, in that Cale, 
would reverſe the Sentence of Separation. 

Then I advert back to the Fact, ſuppoſing you 


believe the Fact as ſtated in the ſition made 
by Webb, and ſupported in the Manner that I have 
ſubmitted to you by the other two Witneſſes. 

1 ſay, in the firſt Place, the Party has proved 
that Captain Inglefield has charged her, and the 
Doctor on the other Side, ſeemed to admit that tu 
be a Degree of Evidence: — He has charged her 
by ſaying, ©& I ſaw you kiſs the black Servant in 
the Preſence of one of your Children, — Good 
God! What Kind of Impreſſion muſt that make 
upon a Huſband ?—It does not reſt upon that, be- 
cauſe, that Servant having been charged, does, 
over and over again, in the moſt ſerious Manner, 
declare, not only that ſne had done this, but that 
ſhe' uſed the lewdeſt and moſt nauſeous Practices 
that could be, in Order to ſolicit and induce him 
to commit Adultery.— The Preſumption undoubt- 
edly is very ſtrong that Adultery had been com- 


mitted; and the Suſpicions raiſed in the Mind of 


the Huſband, by ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, are 
not to be called the Viſions of a jealous Brain :— 
But to ſuch a Man and Huſband, as he proved to 
have been, they are Matters of a very ſerious Con- 
fideration ; and the Court will hardly go ſo far as 


to ſay, that a Perſon who has made fuch a Com- 


plaint of this Kind, after he has been driven to it 
y this being made public; in a Manner, he was 
forced to do it, for he has been d into this 


Buſineſs; it is a ſtrong Mark of Mifbehaviour in 


Mrs: Inglefeld, char the has forced him imo it, 
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and that ſhe would not allow a little Time for Re- 
Action, or for the Interpoſition of Friends, or for 
her Huſband's Mind to cool, if there was Room 
to do it; but after being dragged in this Way 
into à Court of Juſtice, that he ſhould be com- 
pelled to cohabit with her (ſuppoſing you take 
theſe Facts for true) I am ſure you will ſeriouſly 
reflect and conſider with yourſelf before you will 

onounce ſuch a Sentence. v E 

But it is alledged, on the Part of Mrs. Ingle- 
field, that this Accuſation is not true, ſhe has con- 
tradicted it, and ſhe has made the Perſon, who 
undoybtedly is the main Pillar in this Cauſe, him- 
ſelf contradict the Evidence that he has before 
given; for, to be ſure, he has made a Depoſition 
in the Cauſe, in which he has declared that all 
which he had related before is abſolutely untrue, or 
was a mere Invention; and that, as far as he knows 
to the Contrary, Mrs. Inglefield is a very innocent 
and much injured Woman. | Wh 
The Doctor on the other Side of the Table ſaid, 
that one Line, and what he ſuppoſed the moſt fa- 
vourable Line (at leaſt it is the moſt favourable 
Turn that he thought fit to give to the Caſe of the 
Party in this Cauſe) was the endeavouring to 
prove that Mrs. Englefield has been criminal; 
lays he, at moſt, that reduces the Evidence of 
Webb to a mere Caput Mortuum. N 
Dactor Harris. I ſaid the Contrary, I ſaid he 
was a good Witneſs for Mrs. Inglefield. 

Doctor Wynne. The Doctor agreed it in two 
Ways — That in one, namely, in the ſecond De- 
poſition he was a good Witneſs, and to be be- 
lieved ; but ſaid, ſuppoſing the Court to be of 
Opinion that his latter Depoſition was affected by 
the former, then it became a Caput Mortuum; and 
that he would knock the two Depoſitions one 
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againſt the other, and by that Means both would 
be ſhattered to Pieces, and they could have no 
Effect at all. 0 © | 
I apprehend you will at leaſt ſuppoſe it 4 poſſible 
Cafe, that this Man, having given a true Depoſi- 
tion in the firſt Place, had been afterwards, by im- 
ws 3 rv that he had been cor- 
rupted, ere has been a Conſpi inſt 
the Huſband, which I deſire to — the fo I 
Conſpiracy againſt the Wite —and that he 
ing made that Detection of the Injury done 
him, which he had made when the firſt Depoſition 
was taken by Webb had been concluded; then 
they obtained another Examination from him con- 
rradicting the former ;—that I take to be the Way 
in which: the Court will conſider it. Then let us 
ſee, whether any Credit is due to it at all. 

Upon this Part of the Cafe, I conceive that the 
Diſpoſition, the Temper, the Manner in which my 
Client hath behaved to the Party, is extremely ma- 
terial to be taken into Conſideration, upon the 
Ground of Probability, whether he was capable of 
doing it, from the Manner in which he lived with 


down to the preſent Time, whether there is fuch a 
Ground as can fix ſuch a Suſpicion upon him; I 
will not enter into the Depoſitions of the Witneſſes 
that ſpoke of his Behaviour as a good or a bad 
Huſband, but I will venture to affirm, without 
Fear of Contradiction, and relying upon your Re- 
collection of the Evidence, that. there is not one 
Huſband in England, let him be whom he will, if 
called upon to prove, | before a Court of Juſtice, 
that he had behaved in an affectionate Manner, as 
it is fit a Huſband ſhould do to his Wife, there is 
not, I ſay, in England a Man who could prove he 
had fulfilled that Duty in a more exemplary Man- 
tnitz; ner 
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ner than Captain Inglefield hath done frong. the 
Time of his Marriage, down to the Time when 
this unhappy Affair broke out. This is not a 
Marriage of a very late Date; in the Yegr 1773 
they, were married, and in the Year 1780 Captain 
inglefield was called abroad upon his public Duty: 
Why, if Captain Inglefield were a Perſon of 
that Sort of Diſpoſition that has been repreſented, 
who married a Woman for the Gratification of his 
Paſſions, and when thoſe Paſſions were gratified, 
was ready to caſt her off, and mix her with the 
Dirt of the Streets, he would have begun to grow 
tired of her before that Time: — Now, is that the 
Fact? — You have the Evidence of his Agent, he 
has proved, that between 1780 and 1782, in the 
Space of 'a Year and about two Months it is, the 
Agent paid £760 to Mrs Inglefield, as from her 
Huſband ; and that he knows, before that, ſhe-re- 
ceived Intereſt to the Amount of upwards of £200 
and ſomething more, ſo that there is a compleat 
Thouſand Pounds, and rather more, paid to the 
Wife while the Captain was abſent; and £60 of 
that, the Agent ſays, he knows was paid by the 
Wife to her Mother; I ſuppoſe that was not with- 
out the Confent or the Approbation of Captain 
Inglefield ; and that was as ſtrong a Mark of his 
Attachment and affectionate Regard for her as he 
could poſſibly give. — This is not in the Honey 
Moon, it brings it down to the very Commence- 
ment of this Tranſa&ion. An 
Captain Inglefield returned home from the pub- 
lic Service in 1783 ; he was then inted to the 
Command of a Guard Ship, and the Place at which 
Mrs. Inglefield was fixed; was at Greenwich, above 
forty Miles diſtant — Why, a Man who was tired 
of his Wife, would be glad to have her at forty 
Miles Piſtance:— Was that the Caſe with Captain 
Inglefield ? — The Witneſſes prove, that inſtead _ 
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that he removes her to. Singlewell, which was near 
Chatham, where they could be near together; and 
that even at the Time when it was neceſſ = 
bim to be on board, he carries his Wife with | 
tays Doctor Harris, there was good Reaſon oe 
that, it was to remove her, that ſhe might have no 
female Friend near her ; ; that he might bring her 
amongſt his Sailor Fellows, that might be able to 
her with whatever Crime he pleaſed. — Is 
there any Thing of that Sort done? Don't all the 
Gentlemen on board, that have been examined, 
give her as fair and as handſome a Depoſition as 
in with Reſpect to any Thing they ſaw ?— 
one Re Perſons, Mr. Brett, Mr. 
— „ Mr. Wood, or Mr. M Carthy, is there 
any one of them attempts to criminate her, by any 
Act that they pretend to have ſeen? There never 
was a more unfounded, and F take upon me to ſay, 
unhandſome Infinvacion thrown out than that is, 
which the Evidence repells, and ſhews to be abſo- 
lutely void of all Foundation, either that there was 
any Attempt made of that Kind by the Captain, or 
that the Gentlemen he had about him, or the com- 
mon Men that were in the ſlighteſt Degree capable 
of forwarding any ſuch Deſign. Then another 
Ground that is taken is: What ſignifies what this 
black Slave ſays, a Slave is bound to do as his 
Maſter bids him; it matters Nothing what ſuch a 
one ſays, he is under the Whip, and every Ex- 
3 that he uſes is offered under that Appre- 
nfion. — In the firſt Place, there is not any 
Ground to ſay that John Webb was not as free 
a Man as any Servant which any Gentleman in this 
Room has, Nothing- could be more letely 
proved than that the Fact is ſo. Well, but in 
what Manner was his Examination taken ? — Did 
Captain Inglefield learn, what he is ſaid to have 
heard, from this black Servant; ? Why the 1 
as 
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has given the Account. - I deſire, firſt of all, that 
the Court will be pleaſed (and I am ſure you 
would do it if I had not made the Obſervation) 
you will make a Diſtinction between what John 
Webb has ſaid in his Depoſition, and what the 
Perſons who have been converſant with John 
Webb ſince that Time, pretended to have heard at 
that Time; becauſe, I contend, that every Syllable 
which theſe Witneſſes pretend to have heard from 
Webb, of what is not contained in his latter De- 
poſition, is falſe ; whether they ſpeak it falſely, r 
Webb ſpoke it falſely to them, I cannot tell, and 
do not care; but the Court will undoubtedly fee, 
that when he was brought to be examined, 1n the 
Manner, and with the View he was, upon the fe- 
cond Examination, and had all that interrogating,. 

that it was impoſſible he ſhould. leave out of his 
ſition ſuch Circumſtances as ſome of the Wit- 
es ſay he told them : — Can it be believed, that 
if Webb was ready to prove that Fact upon his 
Oath, that his Maſter bored a Hole through the 
Cabin Door, with a Gimblet, and deſired him to 
and kiſs: his Miftreſs, and do whatever elſe 
pleaſed. when he dreſſed her Hair ? — Would 
not that be produced in his ſecond Depoſition, if 
the Fact was ſo?“— There is not a Suggeſtion of 
the Kind, therefore that muſt be left entirely out of 
the Caſe. — But in what Manner is it ſaid, in his 
ſecond Depoſition, and upon the Interrogatories, 
as to what Captain Inglefield ſaid to him? He 
lays, firſt of all, he ſtrongly exhorted him to ſpeak 
the Truth, then he aſked him and ſaid, Jack, you 


* If Webb had been queſtioned to theſe Points in the Com- 
mons, he would there have given the ſame Relation as he had 
given to ſeveral of the Witneſſes and others. My Counſel 
were ſatisfied in framing ſuch Interrogatories only as would 
prove my Innocence, this being completely affected, the other 
Circumſtances were deemed to be noticed. 1 
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have kiſſed your Miſtreſs. —No Sir, I never did. 
Then he ſays, that he looked ſternly, and he ſtorm- 
ed, * and ſwore; and ſaid, he had ſeen him 
kiſs his Miſtreſs, and aſked him how he dared to 
deny it; and then, he ſays, that under the Influ- 
ence, of Terror, he ſaid, Yes, whatever you pleaſe 
to ſay Sir, I will fay,-Now there is one Circum- 
ſtance that is ſufficient to overthrow all this 
How came Captain Inglefield not to ſay, Jack, you 
have lain with your Miſtreſs; and how came Jack 
not to ſay yes upon that Occafion ? — That, ac- 
cording to their Account, would be a Foundation 
for that Sentence which we pray. But it is not fo 
through all the Examinations; with all the Fear of 
the Whip, and being on board in the abſolute 
Power and Cuſtody, and under the Dominion of 
Captain Inglefield, he is not brought to ſay that.— 
In his firſt Depoſition he ſays, that he was 
tempted in the Manner he ſtated, but was in 
Truth never criminal with her. — I ſay that is 
abundantly ſufficient to refute it, and that it is all 
mere Smoke, all that has been thrown out reſpect- 
ing his being intimidated by Captain Inglefield, 
becauſe it would be intimidating to no Purpaſe ; 
and upon that Occahon, in which it would be to 
Purpoſe, Captain Inglefield would have made him 
fay what he pleaſed, he would have made him 
ſwear to the Fact of Adultery ; he never would 
have ſuffered him to deny that in his Depoſition ; 
and therefore there is an entire End of that Infinu- 
ation. — But there are other Circumſtances :— He 
ſays, in his Depoſition, that Captain Inglefield de- 
fired he would learn the Lord's Prayer, and the 
Apoſtles Creed, and when he had learned them, 
which he ſays he did, he then examined him agaig, 
and aſked him if it was Truth: that is a Man in- 
tending to perſuade another Man to tell a Lie; 
and a Lie which is to be the Ruin of an 1. N 
erſon; 
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Perſon ; by Way of Preparation for that, he gets 
him to learn the Lord's Prayer, and the Belief; 
that is what this Man has fwora in his ſecond De- 
fition. — But what will ſhew beyond all Proba- 
iliry of Doubt, the cleareſt Conduct in Reſpect 
of this Buſineſs, on the Part of Captain Inglefield, 
is, that the Moment the Man has made the Depo- 
ſition, although he is the Commander of the Ship, 
although he is borne upon the Books of the Ship, 
although he had a Right to detain him on board 
the Ship, and it is impoſſible that he could have 
uitted the Ship but with the Captain's free Con- 
ent, the Captain, out of Delicacy, a falſe Delicacy, 
a miſtaken Delicacy, an unhappy Delicacy it was, 
he ſends, this Man away; he ſaid he was a good 
Lad, he recommends him to a Friend, who takes 
him as a Servant the Moment he had made this 
Depoſition. The Black preteads to ſuggeſt that 
the Depoſition was made in a Sort of Cuſtody; he 
has ſaid, on one Interrogatory, that he was kept on 
board the Ship a Month, that he was ſent from on 
board there, to be examined in London: — What 
does he ſay in his next Anſwer ?—That he came to 
London in the Chatham Stage Coach by himſelf, 
without any one Perſon with him : — How was it 
poſſible: for a Man to be more at Liberty to go 
where he would, and ſay what he would than that 
Perſon *. Having been diſmiſſed in this Manner 
by Captain Inglefield, he went into the Houſe of 
a Mr. Pilcher. — The Examinations that had been 
taken before, the Gentlemen have obſerved upon ; 


* The Reader, on recollecting that the Black. was, at the 
Time here alluded to, Captain Inglefield's Servant, and a rated 
Sailor on board the Scipio, will eaſily believe it was impoſſi- 
ble for him to act otherwiſe than he did, without riſquing, at 
his Return, his Captain's Diſeipline, or the more dreadful Pu- 
niſhment for Deſertion, 3 he was not a free Agent, 


he could not go where he p &. &c. | 
I will 
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J will not, with any of Accuracy and 
Pains, labour that Part of the Caſe, but content 
myſelf barely with averring, that there never was a 


more cautious Examination taken. The Witneſſes, 
one of them, that were preſent, or at all concerned 


in the Tranſaction, relate to you the Pains they 
took, they relate to you the Commiſſion that was 


f 


ven them by Captain Inglefield, to diſcover the 
ruth and find 1 18 out as much as they were able; 
— they declare they did. — Two only of them, l 

wie Ja ave- been at all obſerved upon, reſpecting 
— Matter: one is Captain Parker, the other is 


- Mr. Martin: Captain Parker was preſent at the 


Examination at Mr. Pilcher's, at Rocheſter ; he 
expreſsly ſays, that no improper Means were uſed 
at all, in Order to induce the Man to ſpeak other- 


wiſe than the Truth : — He Sly ſays, that 


Pains were taken by all, and by himſelf in parti- 
cular, to- explain to the Man what he was about ; 
but he ſays, Webb was in a great Deal of Terror 
when he took the Oath. — The Doctor on the 
other Side the Table fays, that the Degree of 
Terror was fuch as ought to have induced the 


" Magiſtrate, and would induce every honeſt Magiſ- 


trate, not to adminiſter the Oath. I cannot con- 
ceive that to be fo. — What dreadful Ideas this 
Man might have had I cannot teli, he might have 
had ſome ſuperſtitious Notions, in all Probability 
he had, of taking an Oath, and therefore he might 
be under Awe and Fear of what he was going to 
do: it was a Ceremony he had never gone through, 
or probably ſeen any one go through before :—But 
I ſhould apprehend, ſuppoſing that to be the Caſe 
which the Witneſſes do, his having that Awe and 
Impreſſion of the Oath, as they all admit that he 
, that it would have ſuperceded all other Im- 
bars of every Kind; and that he would have 
ad no other Impreſſion upon his Mind, but * 


* 
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of the Act he was about, and conſequently would 
have ſpoken the Truth.—Whart does Captain Par- 


ker ſay? Why, he believes, if there had been any 
Body at that Time had deſired him to ſpeak in Fa- 
vor of his Miſtreſs, that he would have taken an 
Oath upon one Side as well as the other. I don't 
know how that would be; but I ſuppoſe he meant 
to infer that all the Perſons preſent were perſuad- 
ing him to ſpeak in Favor of kay. rg, Ingletield: 
but that was not the Fact; they did not perſuade 
him to ſpeak on the one Side or the other, but 
only to ſpeak the Truth, and with Reſpect to be- 
ing criminal with his Miſtreſs; or knowing he ever 
had been guilty of the laſt criminal Act: to be ſure 
in that Examination; he did declare he knew no- 
thing of the Matter: When you compare this 
Mode of Examination, with that uſed on the 
other Side, I conceive it will not be neceſſary to 
uſe many Words; in order to ſhew which has the 
Advantage in Point of Fairneſs, and in Point of 
Candour, The Moment this young Man had got 
into Mr: Pilcher's Houſe, there was an Emiſſary, 
one Elizabeth Wells; a Perſon that had lived Fel- 
low-Servant with him in the Family of the Ci 
tain, who could not Be kept out of the Houle: 
That is the Account given by Mr. Pilcher, who 
is, I hope, at leaſt; a Witneſs of as good Credit 
as any Servant that lived in his Houſe—that he po- 
ſitively ſays; and the Fact is proved by two Wit- 
neſſes who were at that Time reſident in the Fami- 
ly, that Elizabeth Wells uſed to be coming to the 
Houſe frequently: The Man ſays he was a free 
Man in the Service of Mr. Pilcher—he was no 
Slave, and I believe the Gentleman don't ſuggeſt 
that he was. He told him ſhe was continually 
coming plaguing him, that he could not get rid of 
her, and that he could not help her coming. 1. 
11 
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Ĩ he Fact however was, that ſhe did not come, 
and it produced a very extraordinary Effect; he 
quits the Ho aſe of his Maſter without any Notice; 
he elopes from the Family, and till four Days af- 
ter; he knew nothing of what was become of him; 
at the Concluſion of thoſe four Days he receives 
-a Letter from Mr. Gillam Mills, a Surgeon, at 
Greenwich, containing an Affidavit of Webb, con- 
tradicting the Evidence he had before given.— 
That is a very extraordinary Caſe.— How came 
that Examination? was there any Clergyman or 
Gentleman that took an Examination from him, 
in order to know what could produce this? — Th 
don't ſuggeſt ſuch a Thing Mr. Gillam Mills ] 
don'tknow—he may be an honeſt Man, and there 
may not be a ſingle Exception to his Honeſty as far 
as I know—1 proteſt I think his Conduct in this Bu- 
ſineſs is very extraordinary — How he has been led 
into it — What Prejudice he may have entertained 
— What Notions of Humanity What Suppoſition 
that the Party was injured whom he might do 
Tight or do wrong, in order to attempt to right her, 
'] cannot tell; but that the Conduct of that-Gen- 
tleman has been very wrong. I do ſubmit to the 
Court from the Evidence in this Cauſe, there is 
"ſomething very like a Suppreſſio vert in his Depoſi- 
tion, if not an abſolute Falſchood. 

The Account given by Mr. Mills, in his Depo- 
ſition is, That ſometime in the Month of July 
1785, this Man came to him and told him what 
had paſſed, what Sort of a Depoſition he had 
been induced to make, that it was all falſe, and ſo 
on unqueſtionably. The Impreſſion that Mr. Mills 
intends to make by this Depoſition, is this, that 
the firſt Time this Matter came at all to his Know- 
ledge, at leaſt upon any Application from John 
Webb, is upon the Application to him at Rocheſ- 
| ter, 
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ter. Now, Church the Turner, who went about 
upon theſe Meſſages, proves that he was ſent to 
Rocheſter, in order to bring this Witneſs to Green- 
wich to be examined by Mr. Gillam Mills. —There 
is exactly the ſame Kind of Suggeſtion in the De- 
ſition that is made by Elizabeth Wells; ſhe liv- 
ing at her Father's Houſe at Cobham, this Man, 
her Fellow-Servant, comes to her, and unburthens 
his Mind, and tells her what a melancholy Story 
it is, and that he can't ſleep in the Night or eat in 
the Day, becauſe he has made ſuch a Depoſition as 
this. | 
It is clearly proved, by the Evidence examined 
by them, as well as by us, that from the Moment 
he had quitted the Scipio, Elizabeth Wells had 
been haunting him during the whole Time he was 
in Mr. Pilcher's Houſe; and we have every Ground 
to believe ſhe was the Perſon who enticed him 
away. We have proved ſhe was the Perſon who 
accompanied him in the Carriage which brought 
him to London to be examined: We have prov- 
ed that Mr. Mills was ready to take him up as 
ſoon as the Examination was finiſned. He imme- 
diately interrogates him What did the Examinor 
ſay to you? What have you ſaid and done? And 
we have traced out that the Perſon by whom he 
was ſupported, and ſupplied with Money, is Mrs. 
Smith, the Mother to the Party in the Cauſe; and 
they don't deny that they boarded him and ſecreted 
him, and ſent him about from one Place to another, 
under a Suggeſtion that he was to be trepanned by 
Captain Inglefield. He had no Ideas that he could 
poſſibly be induced to give a different Account of 
what he had related—a Conduct, ſnewing a more 
complete and abſolute Confidence in the Truth of 
the Caſe, and troubling himſelf no more about it. 
1 ſubmit there never could have been, 
- H 2 | Under 


this bold Attempt, made in order to make this 


( 100 ) 
Under all theſe Circumſtances, I contend that 


Man contradi& his Evidence: —And I do fay, 
under all the Circumſtances of the Caſe, this At- 
tempt they have made has not ſucceeded;, but to 
obtain the Contradiction of it, that it leaves that 
Evidence upon the Footing upon which it ſtood be- 
fore, namely, upon the Eviderice given by John 
Webb, ſupported in the Manner that it is. 

I do ſubmit. to the Court, that that proves our 
Caſe, added to the occular Demonſtration of the 
Captain himſelf, which he informed Mrs. Ingle- 
field of, and which ſhe does not care a ſingle Far- 
thing about; but defies her Huſband ;—for that is 
really her Conduct in this Buſineſs; taking the 
Whole of this Evidence together, it appears 
to me, to afford a complete Ground for you to 
pronounce a Sentence of Separation, in order to 
avoid the Sentence of Reſtitution prayed in this 
Cauſe, and under the whole Circumſtances of the 
Caſe, that I do hope will be your Judgment. 


DR. 
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DOCTOR SCOTT. 
8 


Am likewiſe to ſubmit ta you, ſuch Obſerva- 

tions as occur to me upon the Evidence and 
Arguments that have ariſen in this: Cauſe, which 
is an extremely unhappy Cauſe.—It is a Suit of 
Reſtitution brought by a Lady againſt her Huſ- 
band; to which a Juſtification is ſet up by her Huf- 
band, and the Effect of your Sentence will un- 
doubtedly be inadequate to reſtore the Peace and 
Happineſs of theſe Parties : —It is for you to de- 
termine upon the Evidence, what Proviſion the 
Law in this Caſe makes, let Proviſion be ever 
ſo inadequate. 

The Libel given in on the Part of the Lady is in 
the common Form, pleading a Deſertion in the Huſ- 
band: Our reſponſive Allegativn ſtated a Variety 
of lewd Acts, and pleaded in direct Terms the 
Fact of Adultery itſelf. — If that ſhould be proved, 
42 can be no Doubt but a Separation muſt take 

ace. 

f Captain Inglefield might have ſued originally, and 
would have been intitled to it; but he is equally in- 
titled in the Manner in which he now pleads it as 
reſponſive, and by Way of Defence, in Caſe the Facts 
which he pleads are properly ſubſtantiated. If you 
are of Opinion that he has proved Adultery, either 
directly, or that he has proved Acts from whence 
a Preſumption of Adultery will neceſſarily ariſe, 
that the Law will conclude Adultery; then you 
will not only approve of what he has done, in re- 
tiring from Colabieation with his Wife, but will 


interpoſe your Authority to give a Sanction to it in 
the future, and to eſtabliſh an effectual Separation 
between the Parties. | 


Sir, 


— P_ 
s = 
— 
1 
7 


( 102 ) 


Sir, after peruſing this Evidence, I can certainly 
have little Heſitation in declaring, that no direct 
Fact of Adultery is proved abſolutely. — Tf I were 
to aſſert the contrary, I ſhould not expect to be 
heard with much Patience by the Court, ſtandin 
in Contradicttion, as I muſt then do to the Proof: 
: exhibited in the Cauſe, — But in how many Caſes 
which come before the Court in Suits of Reſtitu- 
tion, where Adultery is ſet up as a Bar, or in Suits 
| originally inſtituted for a Separation, by Reaſon of- 
| Adultery? —In how many Caſes is it, or rather in 
| | how few Caſes is it, that a direct Crime of Adul- 
tery is proyed? The Crime itſelf is of a ſecret Na- 
| ture, and legal Preſumption is all that the Court in 
H general is enabled to go upon: Perſons are in Bed 
H together, from thence you preſume Adultery, or 
| if they are locked up in a Room together, Meta- 
phyſical certainly in theſe Caſes is out of the Queſ- 
tion, moral Certainty js all that is required. Shew 
the Parties in ſuch a Situation, as that a grave and 
2 diſcreet Man will from thence infer that a Cri- 
minal Act has paſſed between them, and you ſatisfy 
the utmoſt Demands of the Law.—lIf direct Proof 
was required, it would be abſurd to hold out Re- 
lief to the Parties in this Nature—Such a Juriſdic- 
tion would have na other Effect, than that of load- 
ing a Huſband with an enormous Expence, and 
creating a Triumph for the Licentiouſneſs of 
Wives. | 
The Queſtions in this Caſe are as in every other, 
Caſe of the ſame Nature, two, 1 
Firſt, Do the Circumſtances of the Caſe afford 
- ſuch violent and vehement Preſumption, that the 
Law will, from thence deduce a Concluſion of 
Adultery? And, | 
Secondly, Is there ſufficent Proof of theſe Pre- 
ſumptive Circumſtances? becauſe Rl), 
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if the preſumptive Circumſtances themſelyes are 
not proved, there is an end of the Buſineſs; it muſt 
be admitted, and without Reſerve, that theſe Pre- 
ſumptions themſelves muſt be eſtabliſhed to the 
Satisfaction of the Court. — But the firſt Queſtion 
18 this. \ g 
Are the Circumſtances pleaded of ſuch a Na- 
ture, as to lead to the legal inference of Adultery? 
That ſeems to be the proper preliminary Queſ- 
tion, becauſe it would be idle to gg into the Queſ- 
tion of Fact, if the Facts were immaterial. 
Therefore the firſt Queſtion I ſhall ſubmit to 
you is, what would be the Determination of the 
Law upon the Facts ſtated, if they are proved? _ 
I ſhall not recapitulate the particular Facts depoſed 


by the Witneſſes — they are beyond all Controvercy 


of extremely offenſive Species, extremely degrad- 
ing to the Character of a Woman deſcended from 


a reputable Family, brought up in a virtuous Mode 


of Education, and married to a Man of Charac- 
ter: They are Acts not merely of paſſive De- 
bauchery, out of an active and hs Bs. Debauch- 
ery, and that in the loweſt and groſſeſt Forms. 


be the le 
Would 


be ſatisfied no Act of Adultery had - paſſed ?— 


Would the Party be legally intitled to his Divorce, 


on the Ground of theſe offenſive Indecencies ? 


I ſhall not go the length of aſſerting, that he 


would be intitled to Relief upon that Account. 


Unhappy would the Situation of a Man be in 
ſuch a Cale, with a Wife, whoſe Mind was poluted 


in the extreme for no one would pretend to ſay, 


that a Woman who has in ſome unguarded Hour, 
yielded to an artful Temptation, and ſacrificed her 
8 / | 


Own 


Idea neceſſarily ariſing from them? 
y be in themſelves equivalent to a ſpe- 
cific Fact of Adultery in the Caſe the Caurt ſhould. 


Now ie the Facts are proved, what werd 
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own Honour, and the Honour of her Huſbaritl to 
ſuch a Temptation — No Man would ſay, that 
fuch a Woman is nat infinitely more innocent, is 
not infinitely more a Subject of Compaſſion, and 
infinitely leſs improper to be a Companion to a 
Perſon for Life, than a Woman who exhibits herſelf 
in the Character of a Temptreſs herſelf, and who has 
employed ſuch abominable Arts of Seduction, 
though poſſibly without final Succeſs; and yet the 
Law in fuch Caſe would probably centemplate the 
Buſineſs in another Light from what the Feelings 

and the Judgment of an Individual would ſuggeſt, 

becauſe it would contemplate the Facts for a After. 
ent Purpoſe. 

Nothing ſhort of an illicit Connection between 
the two Sexes is in Law Adultery the Adultery 
of the Mind will not do — the Adukery of the Bo- 
dy (if it may be fo termed) unleſs it be in ſuch a 
Way as tends to the poſſible Procreation of Chil- 
dren, is not that' for which the Law affords the 
Remedy of Divorce, —But then, would the Law 
do Nothing in ſuch a Caſe as this?— Would the 
Court be under the unhappy Neceſſity of ſending a 
Huſband an innocent and virtuous Man, to live 
with a Woman who was convicted of ſuch abject 
Tyrpitude' of Mind and Body, even ſuppoſing 
that the ultimate Fact had not paſſed? — The Ec- 
clefiaſtical Court would not do it, but would ſtop 
its Hand, and not condemn the Huſband to live 
in ſuch contagious Society : it js not for me to ſay 
how far its Power muſt o Neceſſity be exerted, or 
that at the Prayer of ſuch a Wife, the Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Court muſt t its Monition in ſuch a Caſe. 

The Doctor, who has gone before me ſays, that 
Monitiop has been withheld in the Caſe of Holmes 
and Holmes, and that Sentence was afterwards re- 
verſed i in the Arches, | ili 

r. 
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Dr. Calvert. The Court admitted. the Allega- 
tion, and the Court of Arches reverſed it. 
Dr. Scott. It certainly comes to the ſame Point— 
the Court would not admit the Allegation—it 
would be idle to do it, if the Court could not grant 
that Relief, and upon that Account the ſuperior 
Court refuſed to admit the Allegation. I am fure 
if the Eccleſiaſtical Court is bound to decide whe- 
ther ſuch Acts have paſſed, though no Adultery, 
if ſuch indecent Acts have paſſed, there is no 
Court but would wiſh for that Power which the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court would be deficient in, not only 
with reſpect to its own Dignity, but for the Pur- 
poſes of ſubſtantial Juſtice, and for the Conveni- 
ences of Mankind ; but that 1s not the legal View 
of the Caſe to which I wiſh to draw your Atten- 
tion. The legal View of ſuch a Caſe, I apprehend 
would be this— not that ſo much is proved, and 
that the Matter there ends,—that it is the extrava- 
gant Story, that the Doctors on the other Side have 
contended for,—that it is a Story extremely crimi- 
nal, but yet not abſolutely criminal, —But I appre- 
hend the inference of Law would be, that ſo much 
being proved, a great deal more is of Neceſſity to be 
preſumed - not that theſe Acts in themſelves will 
entitle the Huſband to a Divorce but that they do 
in their own Nature, imply that Fact of Adultery, 
for which a Divorce may be obtained. —Now upon 
the Circumſtances of this Caſe, is there a Man ca- 
pable of combining two Ideas together, and deduc- 
ing a third from them? Who can ſuppoſe that the 
Parties went ſo far, and yet that Noting farther 
did abſolutely paſs between them ?—that it was her 
Intention, there cannot be the leaſt Queſton—that 
it was not her Intention to inflame her own Paſ- 
ſions, and thoſe of the Lad, without going abſo- 
Jutely to the Gratification of thoſe Paſſions, 1s con- 
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trary to all Probability - that they had not the fame 
Effect upon him that theſe Arts and Temptations 
were applied, without producing theſe Effects, is 
contrary, I am ſure, and muſt be repugnant to the 
Apprehenſion of every Man, who hears theſe Acts 
deſcribed; it is impoſſible not to conceive, if fa 
much is proved with reſpect to their Familiarites, 
Is it poſſible any Court of Juſtice which had to de- 
termine upon theſe Facts, would not preſume a 
great deal ſtill lays behind, and that much of- that 
which is not depoſed to, is yet to be preſumed as 
having abſolutely and certainly between 
them. The King's Advocate did call your Atten- 
tion to ſome Authorities upon this Subject, by 
Way of ſhewing that the Doctrine for which we 
contend js, that to which the Law gives its Coun- 
tenance, namely, that whenever theſe Sort of Prox- 
imate Acts are proved, that the Law for the Pur- 
poles merely of Separation, will preſume the Fact 
of Adultery itſelf That it will not do ſo in a Cri- 
minal Caſe is clear; but that in a Civil Suit, and 
where the Relief of the Party 1s ſought merely in 
that Mode, that is a much ſlighter Degree of Evi- 
dence than will ſerve for that Purpoſe. I might 


trouble you, Sir, with a Number of high Authori- 


ties to the ſame Effect. There is an Author of high 
Credit, in which it is explicity ſo laid down, Mu/- 
cardus de Probationibus concluſio 59, he is deſcrib- 
ing the ſeveral Preſumptions, upon which the Court 
will proceed to a Concluſion of the Fact of Adul- 

tery. [Reads the Paſſage in Latin. ] | 
Taking the ſame Diſtinction which Minopius is 
ſtated to have taken, there is another Writer, who 
has gone very particularly into this Queſtion, and 
that is Zanchius, Book 10, Diſputatio 4, which is 
a much weaker Caſe than this: the Lady was not 
content with being Tater t in this Caſe. He ob- 
erves, 
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ſecyes, that ſome of the higheſt Authorities in the 
Civil Law, he mentions Baldarus Decius, and a 
great Number of other Writers of very high Names; 
and he pronounces, that the Huſband, wha parts 
with his Wife, under theſe Circumſtances, if he 
has no certain Proof that Adultery has paſſed, he 
will be ſafe in Conſcience in receding from the So, 
ciety of his Wife; and I ſuppoſe this, if he is ſafe 
in Conſcience, he will be protected by the Autho- 
rity of the Court, 

I ſhall not trouble you with a Number of other 
Authorities, which occur to me N the Inſpec- 
tion of the Books, with a View to this Subject; the 
Reſult of theſe Authorities is plainly this; that 
theſe groſs Familiarities where they are proved, to 
induce a legal Prefumption that Adultery has been 
committed—that Pre oppor may be repelled un- 
doubtedly, as every Preſumption may; as for in- 
ſtance, ſuppoſe the Parties were only once toge- 
ther, and it was proved, that at that Time, the 
Fact of Adultery could not have paſſed.— HO w-. 
ever, that is not the Deſcription of Ke preſent Caſe, 
becauſe, the Party lived here in Society, for a very 
conſiderable Length of Time, the Opportunities 
were extremely frequent, and the Inclinations at 
leaſt of the Parties, is eſtabliſhed beyond all Con- 
tradiction. It may be ſaid in this Caſe, that the 
legal Prefumption could not operate; becauſe, the 
very Witneſs upon whom you rely the Particeps 
criminis, has depoſed to the contrary ; but, I be- 
lieve upon the Grounds which have been already 
ſtated, by the King's Advocate, you will not give 
this Witneſs credit for what he diſſembles, and 
conceals in the ſame De: and to the Extent as 
you do, for what he abſolutely ſpeaks to.—He may 

ave private Reaſons for ſtopping ſhort; and one 
cannot be at a Loſs for the Suggeſtion of ſuch * 
ons, 
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ſons, as he ſtates it; it is a Caſe of Merit on his 
Part of Reſiſtance and Forbearance, taking him ta 
be under the Dominion of his Maſter, reſponſible 
to his Maſter, and under the Influence of that De- 

of Terror, which they repreſent him to be im- 
preſſed with: Is there any Thing more likely than 
that he ſhould ? ſtop exactly and preciſely at that 
Point, where his own perſonal Criminality would 
cammence, the Law in ſuch a Cafe, would not 
ſtop where the Witneſs himſelf did; but the Law 
would go a gi eat deal farther. 

Suppoſe that a Purticeps criminis in a Caſe of 
this Nature, was to acknowledge, that he and the 
Lady had been nudus cum nuda in a Bed together; 
and after that, was to ſwear he did not commit the 
Fact of Adultery—would the Court conſider that 
as Evidence? Would it conſider the mere Diſpo- 
ſition of the Party, unleſs accompanied by ſome 
Circumſtance of abſolute Impoſſibility >— Would 
it conſider his ſtopping ſhort of the direct Fact of 
Criminality, as any Sort of Proof it had not been 
committed, moſt certainly the Preſumption of Law 
would operate againſt the Teſtimony of the Wit- 
neſs, and would be ſtronger than the Depoſition of 
the Individual? This then is the Law by which 1 
conceive you will regulate your Judgment in this 
Caſe—and that if you are ſatisfied, that the Variety 
of lewd Practices actually took place—and that 
they are proved in the Way we have laid them, 
though no direct Fact of Adultery was committed, 
yet you will infer it, and muſt pronounce a Sen- 
tence of Separation in Conſeqence of it, though 
there was no Proof of Adultery. It remains, there- 
fore, to proceed into an Enquiry of the Facts of the 
Caſe; have we proved them, or have we eſtabliſhed 
the Circumſtances of Preſumption in the Way, and 
according to the Rules which legal Evidence re- 

quires. 
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quires. It is ſuggeſted in this Caſe, on the Part of 
Mrs. Inglefield, in Truth there ſeems to be two 
Suggeſtions, and thoſe not very conſiſtent upon her 
Part, that this is either a cauſeleſs Jealouſy upon the 
Part of her Huſband, the mere Phantom of a diſ- 
ordered Imagination, or that it is a moſt atrocious 
Conſpiracy to get rid of his Wife, and to diſmiſs 
her, robbed of her Reputation, and of the Aﬀec- 
tion of her Friends, by a Slander totally unfounded. 
That is the Turn which is given to the Defence of 
Captain Inglefield, as ſtated in her Allegation — 
that Allegation expreſsly ftates he is a cruel, mo- 
roſe Man—that he is anxious to get releaſed from 
a Woman, whom he began to conſider with Indif- 
ference, if not with Diſguſt; and that he prompted 
his Slave, by every Practice that could be employ- 
ed, to deſtroy the Reputation of his Wife. | 
The Gentlemen, ſenſible of the extreme Impro- 
bability of ſuch a Charge as that, have endeavoured 
to ſoften it; and they ſeem to me to have totally 
deſerted the Caſe of their Client, as it appears upon 
her Allegation; for they make it to be merely an 
Act of Jealouſy on his Part. 
Now, is there a Witneſs examined in this Cauſe, 
from whoſe Teſtimony you can fairly colle&; thar 
it was the Character of this Gentleman, to indulge 
perverſe Sulpicions againſt his Wife :—You have 
but two Witneſſes only, that give the leaſt Intima- 
tion of that Sort, that is Betty Wells, and Harris 
the Coachman; who tell you, that he did occaſi- 
onally make ſome Enquiries about the Conduct of 
his Wife (I ſhall obſerve upon their Credit by and 
by); but, ſuppoſing this to be a mere Matter of 
undleſs Jealouſy, does not the 1 
rike every Body that conſiders the Fact? s it 
not the moſt unnatural Circumſtance in the World, 
that a Man, being of a ſuſpicious Temper, * 
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fix upon a Perſon as the Object of his Jealouſy, who; 
as the Gektilivica themſelves acknowledge, and 
who, as every Body elſe who attends to the com- 
mon Workings of human Nature, muſt admit ſhe 
would be the very laſt Perſon to fix it upon?—- 
What is the Character that almoſt every one of the 
Witneſſes gives the Parties ?—That they were a 
happy Couple that he treated his Wife with Ten- 
derneſs and Affection. His mind was open to ſuch 
Jealous Crotchets as theſe; could they be deſcribed, 
as living in a conſtant Intercourſe of Conjugal 
Happineſs;—If that was the Caſe; —Tf he was a 
Man of that Diſpoſition, from which ſuch a Charge 
as this muſt have originated, you muſt have heard 
of it eyen from the Servants; it muſt have been 
breaking out in Complaints, Remonſtratices, and 
Suſpicions, betraying themſelves to every Body 
about him. | phe. 5:21 8 

As to the Propoſition, there is ſomethibg ſo 
monſtrous in it, that this was a foul Conſpiracy 
formed by him againſt his Wife: The very Idea 
terrifies one.— Is there any thing in the Evidence 
that gives the ſlighteſt Colour to it? Look at the 
Character of this Gentleman; take it from their 
own Witneſſes: I am ſure, if any Man in this 
Court had occaſion to claim an amiable Character, he 
could not take a better Method than employing of 
the Words that came out of the Mouth of the Wit- 
neſſes produced againſt Captain Inglefield: Von 
have no Exception to this; but the two Witneſſes, 
who are Betty Wells, a very active and induſtrious 
Agent throughout the Whole of this Matter; and 
a Mrs. Hodgſon; and the Effe& of what they lay, 
when conſidered, is ſo extremely frivolous and tri- 
fling, and fo qualified by Exceptions and Reſerves, 
that they cannot be conſidered as differing in that 

| Neſpect 
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Reſpect from all the other Witneſſes who ſpeak to 

that Particular. | ö 
The Letter which has been read in this Cauſe, 

and upon which the King's Advocate has ſo fully 

obſerved, furniſhes another very ſtrong Contradic- 


tion. | 
wala. er is no Volunteer in this Buſineſs, 
Does he drag his Wife into Court upon a Charge 
of this Nature, after having induſtriouſly propa- 
gated the Report of — No ſuch Mat- 
ter; on the contrary, it appears by that Letter, 
that he himſelf was not at all diſinclined to conceal 
her Diſhonour, till that was diſcloſed to the World. 

The Propoſal of a Reference, or rather of an 
Examination by Friends, is likewiſe another ſtrong 
Evidence, that the Intention of Captain Inglefield 
was not what has been imputed to him. It was ſaid 
to be a Compromiſe, and that it was prudently de- 
clined in this Caſe of a Perſon who wiſhes to ſub- 
mit her Cauſe to the Inveſtigation of a public 
Court of Juſtice; but the Propoſal was not in the 
Nature of a Compromiſe between the Parties: it 
was ſimply, that the Perſon who 1s the main Pillar 
of Evidence in this Cauſe, and upon whoſe Teſti- 
mony it muſt in a great Meaſure be ultimately de- 
cided, that he ſhould undergo a fair and candid 
Examination by the Friends of both Parties; and 
that upon his Examination it ſhould be ſubmitted 
Arbitrii bona veri, not to eſtabliſh a diſgraceful 
Compromiſe between them; but that thoſe Friends 
ſhould take the Depoſition of that Witneſs, make 
that Sentence which you are now called upon to 
do, for the one Party, or for the other. 

But what is deciſive in this Caſe, and Proof that 
it could not be that Conſpiracy which it was ſaid to 
be, for Captain Inglefield muſt not only be the 
worſt, but the weakeſt of Mankind, if you can be- 


lieve 
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lieve him to be a party to it, for he not only ſele&3 
the moſt improbable Inſtrument for the Purpoſe; 
but he gives this Inſtrument only Half his Leſſon ; 
he is to tell him a Story, which, according to what 
the Gentlemen inſiſt, would not bt effectual for the 
Purpoſe he is called upon to ſupport; if it had been 
his Intention to get rid of his Wife, (ould he have 
ſopped half Way? You might juſt as well ſay, if“ 

e wanted to convict his Wife of Felony; he would 
direct her to be indicted for a Breach of the Peace; 
as that he, meaning to get rid of his Wite, , ſhould 
chooſe to put into - Mouth of a Perſon whom he 
employed for that Purpoſe—a Story which would 
not procure any Credit—that carries its own Con- 
futation with it—that there was therefore no Fraud, 
no Conſpiracy in this Caſe on the Part of Captain 
Inglefield, is proved in every Part of the Cauſe in 
his Converſation with Webb.—Is there any Thing 
that can induce the Court to believe that he him- 
ſelf was not ſerious in the Charge that he is now ſup- 
porting; and that he was with great Uneaſineſs, 

urſuing a ſerious 1 into the Conduct of a 

oman he loved. It has been ſaid, Why were 
not theſe Enquiries made at Singlewell”.—lIs it 
at once that a Man brings himſelf to diſcloſe the 
Turpitude of his Wife?—It is at once, and upon 
the firſt Indications, that he publiſhes this Matter 
to the World.—lt is a very delicate Ground how a 
Man ſhould act upon the firſt Diſcovery of thoſe 
Suſpicions which are planted in his Mind; the na- 
tural Way is to remonſtrate with his Wife which 
this Gentleman has done; and he has done it in very 


Captain Inglefield muſt know, that if he had prevailed ou 
him (which he in vain, as the Black ſays, attempted) to have ſaid 
he had committed Adultery with me, he could no more have 
proved that than the reſt of his Aſſertions, therefore would be 
no nearer juſtifying his Plea for deſerting me than before. 

| warm 
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warm Terms, and to wait till they can be ſubſtan- 
tiated by ſome Evidence upon which he can rely; 
merely to throw out Sufpictons, which at the Time 
of throwing out, he is incapable of ſupporting to 
the Satisfaction of the World, would be a Con * 
which could not be expected from any Man 
good Senſe. In what Manner does he apply to 
the Witneſſes? —Is it a Money Buſineſs? — The 
Gentlemen don't pretend to aſſert that it is a Buſi- 
neſs in which Bribery has been employed. —Is it a 
Buſineſs in which Promiſes of Preferment have 
been made, in which Application to Hopes of any 
Kind are addreſſed? Nothing of that Sort is ſug- 
geſted. There is one of the Witneſſes ſays, that 
Captain Inglefield would give him ten Guineas if 
he would have gone out of the Kingdom ; but 
Webb himſelf, when he is examined, ſays Nothing 
of that Circumſtance ; and I ſhould hope every Cir- 
cumſtance that appears upon the Depoſitions of the 
other Witneſſes here, as ſpoken to by Webb, if thoſe 
Circumſtances do not appear upon the Examination 
of Webb himſelf, they are not to be conſidered as 
compoſing any Part of the Evidence in this Cauſe, 
but, in Truth, confutes the Evidence itſelf. 

If it was material to Captain Inglefield to get 
rid of this Man, Nothing can be clearer than this, 
it was his own ſpontaneous Act that he was ever 
delivered out of his Poſſeſſion, he unqueſtionably 
had Power enough to get rid of him in the Manner 
here ſuggeſted, without any Application of Money 
for that Purpoſe, but his not having done fo, but 
diſmiſſed this Man to take his Range at large *, 


Captain Inglefield had Power to procure Webb's Diſmiſ- 
ion from his Service, as Sailor, but had no Authority to ſend 
lum from England : When his Captain diicharged him from 
the Ship, he provided a Place for him under his ſtaunch Friend 
Mr. Picher.-Let the Reader here weigh every Circumſtance, 
and then determine whether he was diſmiſſed, “ to take his 
Range at large.” 

; I after 
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after he had given his Evidence, muſt apply itſelf 
with double Strength to the Conviction of every 
Man who hears it; that he had no other view 
in this Buſineſs than a proper Inveſtigation of 
Truth. Nothing can be more clear than the Cha- 
rakter of Captain Inglefield ſtands, it is clear and 
unſullied in this Buſineſs; there is not the leaſt 
Reaſon upon Earth to believe that he himſelf felt, 
though it has throughout the Whole of this Buſi- 
neſs been felt, that there is a Wickedneſs undoubt- 
edly in the Cauſe; but that Wickedneſs is not with 
him; there has been a Wickedneſs with Reſpect to 
Webb, he undoubtedly is perjured in the one Depo- 
ſition or the other; if his firſt Depoſition be true, 
there is a Degree of Wickedneſs elſewhere.—There 
is that Degree of Miſconduct in Mrs. Inglefield as 
will entitle her Huſband to a Separation from her. 
The principal Witneſs in this Caſe undoubtedly 
is Webb; he is a Particeps Criminis, and they are 
always to be heard with ſome Diſtruſt ; any Perſon 
muſt be treated ſo who has totally contradicted 
himſelf, and therefore muſt be conſidered as a Man 
that is perjured. But the Gentlemen have them- 
ſelves inſiſted, that he is a Witneſs not to be thrown 
aſide : If the two Depoſitions tell a Story ghat is ab- 
ſolutely contradictory, one of theſe mult neceſſarily 
be true; and the Province of the Court, in this 
Caſe, is to weigh the Credibility of theſe Depoſitions, 
to oppoſe the one to the other, and fee how far each 
is confirmed by collateral Evidence; and from 
thence to judge of the total Effect of the two. 
That a Witneſs coming into Court to deliver 
his 1eftimony, is to be preſumed to ſpeak the 
Truth, ſpeaking under the Sanction of an Oath, is 
an univerſal Maxim of Evidence; that he ſhould 
come again for the Purpoſe of contradicting him- 
ſelf, is a Liberty not likely to be permitted, nor, 
as I ſhould conceive, can it be permitted for _ 
other 
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other Purpoſe than that of explaining what Credit 
is due to him; that his latter Depoiition can be 
made Uſe of for any other Purpoſe, or as contain- 
ing the Truth of the Buſineſs, and as that upon 
which the Court can at all found itfelf in the Sen- 
tence to be given in this Caule; that is a Uſe of 
the Evidence of à Man contradicting himſelf, 
which I preſunie cannot legally be made; all the 
ffect of that Evidence will be to weaken the 
redit which would be otherwiſe due to his firſt 
Teſtimony ; but that it ſhould itſelf be taken for 
Truth, or admitted as Evidence of the Reality 
of the Facts which it aſſerts, I ſubmit to you is not 
conſiſtent with any Principle of Evidence. Now 
Sir, you will be pleaſed to obſerve, with Reſpect to 
the Credibility of theſe two Depoſſtions, the diffe- 
rent Way in which theſe Examinations have been 
taken; and if it ſhould appear to you; upon the 
Circumſtances which accompany theſe Examinas 
tions, that one was the fair and the free Depoſttioti 
of the Party, ſpeaking ſpontaneouſly and without 
Conſtraint if it ſhould appear to you, with Re- 
ſpe& to the other Depoſition; that here has been a 
Perſon prackiſed upon by a Combination of Indi- 
viduals to extort a Retra&tion from him— if it 
ſhould to you to be the State of the Caſe; I 
ar that you will have no Difficulty in de- 
ciding which of theſe Depoſitions is entitled to the 
The Party was firſt examined by Mr. Inglefield ; 
upon that Examination; as a Matter paſſing” be- 
tween the Parties themſelves, I ſhall not lay much 
ſtreſs, but conſider the fubſequent Examinations, 
and the Manner in which they were taken: Wag 
he at this Time in the Cuſtody of Captain Ingle- 
held ? — Captain Inglfield was abſent during the 
principle Examination in this Caſe : Was he in 
the Hands of Perſons 211 by private Contede- 
2 | racy 
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racy with Captain Inglefield? or was he in the 
Hands of Men to whoſe Honour and Purity of 
Character no Exception has been taken ?—Was he 
examined by theſe Gentlemen in a light Manner ? 
or, was he examined under every poſlible Applica- 
tion to his Conſcience, from the Impreſſions of 
Religion, that could be employed for the Purpoſe ? 
— Ir is moſt clearly proved, by the Teſtimony of 
every Gentleman that attended that Examination, 
that this was the Caſe. — The Impreſſion which it 
made upon theſe Gentlemen at the Time, is very 
material; the Appearance of the Perſon, all the 
Circumſtances attending the Examination are ma- 
terial, as to the Degree of Credit to which he is 
entitled | ry 

In Caſes where a Party makes a contradictory 
Affidavit, it is ſtated to be the Practice of the Court 
of Chancery,* that the Man ſhould be perſonally 
produced, and be examined viva voce by the 
Court. It is ſo expreſsly laid down in ſecond V ezey, 
in the Caſe ex Parte Lloyd, for the Purpoſe of 
having the Benefit of immediate Inſpection; an 
Advantage, which in this Caſe, theſe Gentlemen 
were poſſeſſed of. AY 

Much Uſe has been made of the Manner in 
which Captain Parker delivers his Evidence upon 
the Cauſe.—It has been ſaid, that though the Boy 
ſpoke very fluently and artleſsly, chat is the Ac- 
count given by every 0 of the Witneſſes, and 


they ſpeak of that as tHM Foundation of the Con- 
viction which it operate upon their Minds, yet, 


I much wiſh this Practice had been adopted in the preſent 
Cauſe, the Black would then have related many Circumſtances 
he had told to the other Witneſſes, which, from the ſecret Man- 
ner in which Witneſſes are examined in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
did not come to the Knowledge of my Counſel ſufficiently early 
to examine, by Interrogatives, Webb upon. 


when 
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when he came to take the Oath, that he heſitated, 
and betrayed Reluctance. 

Suppoſing that Fact to be true, was any Thing 
more natural, or more eaſily to be accounted for? 
If what we contend to be the Caſe in this Inſtande 
was actually the Fact, namely, that he had commit- 
ted Adultery with this Lady, and that at the Time 
he was making a Confeſſion in which he told the 
truth, but not the whole Truth, was any Thing 
more natural, than that he ſhould betray that Re- 
luctance which is imputed to him ? But you will 
be pleaſed to obſerve what is the Effect and Im- 
preſſion which his whole Examination had upon 
Captain Parker :— He ſays, that by this Examina- 
tion he was very much prejudiced againſt the Mi- 
niſtrant. Why if Captain Parker ſuppoſed this to 
be an unfair Examination, and that this Oath, 
which the Man took with ſuch apparent Reluc- 
tance, was all a Falſchood, as they would collect 
from the Evidence, how could it have produced 
any ſuch Effect upon him ?—Inſtead of being pre- 
judiced againſt the Miniſtrant, he muſt have been 
prejudiced directly the contrary Way; he muſt 
have felt that Reſentment, which every Man would 
do upon ſuch an Occaſion, at ſeeing ſuch Arts em- 
ployed by any Huſband to the Diſadvantage of 
his Wife“. 
Sir, this Negro Servant? afterwards diſcharged, 


& 
» Whoever will examine Captain Parker's Evidence (fee 
Appendix) muſt underſtand that Captain Parker was prejudiced 
againſt me at the Time the Examination at Mr. Pilcher's took 
place ; but, when Captain Parker was grving his Evidence at 
the Commons, he ſays, now, he ſincerely believes, &c. this un- 
queſtionably means the Time he was giving his Evidence; 
hence it is clear, that in the Time that paſſed from the Exami- 
nation at Mr. Pilcher's, to the Inſtant that Captain Parker 
made his Depoſition in the Commons, the Opinion he firſt en- 
tertained was altered. 
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and ſet in a perfect ſtate of Liberty; the Effect of 
that upon the Caſe is certainly extremely weighty ; 
that he was not kept in any Sort of Cuſtody—that 
he was not detained, in Order to be produceable 
juſt whenever the Purpoſes of Captin Inglefield 
might call for his Production, he is ſent up, not 
into Cuſtody for private Examination, but ſent up 
by himſelf. 

The ſubſequent Declaration in this Caſe, which 
he made to a Variety of Perſons, are not immate- 
rial; You find him, upon an Interogatory, ac- 
knowledging to Ann Fiſherton, that what he had 
ſaid about his Miſtreſs was true; you find him ac- 
knowledpging to Sarah Litchfield, another Witneſs, 
that what he had ſaid about his Miſtreſs was true; 
Were theſe Perſons in this Confederacy ? —Was it 
neceſſary for him to be perſiſting in this Story to 
all the World? — You haye him telling the ſame 
Degree of Evidence to a common Taylor, whom 
they haye produced in this Buſineſs, Mr. Thomp- 
ſon: — He fays, that the firſt Account which 
he gave of the Matter to him was, that what 
he kad ſaid, reſpecting his Miſſreſs, was founded 
in Truth, | 

Now, how far is he fuppprted ? — For certainly 
his Credit does ſtand upon fuch a wavering Foun- 
dation, that I ſhould not think myſelf warranted to 
contend that he was a Witneſs upon whom, ſingly, 
the Court would ground a Sentence. 

You have had ſtated to you in the Depoſitions 
pf Mr, M*Carthy and of Mr, Feattus ; I ſhall not 
recapitulate them, as I can add Nothing to the 
Effect of the Obſervations which have been made 
upon them, — Certainly the Situation which Mr, 
 M*Carthy deſcribes, of a Servant ſhut up in 2 
room with a Lady, the Door faſtened on wer i 

| Ide, 
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ſide “, for that is the material circumſtance which 
correſponds with what one finds in all the old 
Books that one rummages upon theſe Occaſions; 
but, without Recourſe to Books, the common Un- 
derſtanding of Mankind will ſuggeſt that that is a 
Circumſtance pregnant with Suſpicion: — The 
other Circumſtance, depoſed to by Mr. Feattus, 
that ſhe ſhould ſelect him to be her Errand Boy, 
while ſhe detained the Black in her Bed Chamber 
with her, and this for the Space of ſome Minutes, 
does ſeem to be a Fact of a very extraordinary Na- 
ture 1. 

There is another Piece of Evidence in this 
Cauſe, which I know I am not entitled to uſe, but 
which the Court, in a Caſe of ſome Nicety and 
Difficulty, will naturally refort to, and that 1s the 
Anſwer of the Parties upon Oath. 

I don't pretend to ſay, that the Anſwer of Cap- 
tain Inglefield can be ſtated by us, but the Court 
will look into it, and will ſee what has been 
the Feelings of the. Huſband's Mind upon this 
Occaſion; the Court will ſee whether Circum- 
ſtances, to-which alone he was Witneſs, have not 


* M*Carthy ſays, the Door was faſtened,” —I know No- 
thing of the Tranſaction depoſed to, but can eaſily conceive, and 
I truſt my Readers will allow, that the Door might, by me, by 
the Black, or by its own Weight, or Wind, be ſhut too, and 
thereby fiaſtened on the Inſide without any particular Meaning: 
If he had ſworn that he heard me, or the Black, bar, button, 
lock, or bolt the Door, ſuch Evidence might have born the 
Conſtruction the able Advocate wiſhes to inforce. 

f Extraordinary as this Fact may appear to Dr. Scott, I be. 
lieve he will find on enquiry that it is no unuſual Thing for an 
Aunt to bid her Nephew, about twelve Years old, to run down 
Stairs and fetch a Key, &c. &c. &c. If I had wiſhed to have 
ſent the Child (I beg Pardon, the young Gentleman) out of 
the way, for the Purpoſe Captain Inglefield's Counſel infinuate, 
it is more likely that I ſhould have ſent him down Stairs with- 
out affigning any Reaſon, than that I ſhould have ſent him 
with a Meſſage that would occaſion him to return almoſt im- 


mediately. 
I 4 been 
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been ſtated by the Party upon Oath; and which 


would extremely well juſtify, even if he was not 
ſupported by external Evidence, his Reſiſtance ta 
the Allowance of Allimony to his Wife. 

Now, how 1s this general Evidence of Webb, 
M*Carthy, and Feattus repelled in the preſent 
Caſe ?—The Gentlemen ſay, the general Character 
of the Lady repels Suſpicions upon this Occaſion : 
God knows ; general Characters may have ſome 
Weight; but we know, there muſt be ſome Period 
at which Innocence ceaſes, if it ceaſes at all Ihe 
greater Part of Mankind don't ſet out originally bad, 
but yield by Degrees ta Temptations, to the Im- 
pulſes of Paſſions, which grow ſtronger and ftronger. 

The Doctor has complimented my Client upon 
his Perſan, at the Expence of his Underſtanding and 
Principles; that he 1s a very elegant Perſon, and 
therefore that is not likely; we know very well, D:- 
verſibus non eſt Diſputando, it is no uncommon Thing 
to leave celeſtial Food and pray on Garbage; and 
the Experience that this Court affords us, ſhews 
that Deſdemonas of this Species axe not very un- 
common: Upon what Principles Ladies proceed, 
whether upon Foote's Maxim, “ That a good 
* Gallant cannot be of a bad Colour,” — whether 
it is curioſity, or, what is not for me to ſay—cer- 
tainly it is, that Inſtances of this Sort are not at all 
uncommon. | | 

The Circumſtances under which his ſecond De- 
poſition has been taken, afford a very ſtriking Con- 
traſt to thoſe under which his firſt Depoſition was 
taken. If ever Cuſtady of a Witneſs was proved, 
and that of a very groſs and impure Kind of Cuſ- 
tody of this Lad is proved under pretence * that 


* Upon what Grounds theſe Pretences, as they are called, 
are founded, may be ſeen in Mr. Mills's and Mr. Cochran's 
Depoſitions, The Charge of Cuſtody is fylly refuted by Mr. 
Mills, in his Letter, in the Appendix. | | | 


there 
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there was an Intention, on the Part of Captain 
!aglefickl, ro trepan him, which has not the leaſt 
Foundation in Point of F act, becauſe Captain 
Inglefield had actually diſmiſſed him ; and there- 
fore to ſuppoſe that there was an Intention in Cap- 
tain Inglefield to detain him, is a Sort of Excuſe 
and Juſtification which is ſet up, but which cannot 
apply at all to the preſent Caſe. | 

You find, that for his Examination, he was 
brought up in this Cuſtody, and even in Circum- 

{tances that are a little extrinſic to the Buſineſs; he 
appears to have loſt that Revererice for Truth, by 
which his firſt Examination was diCtated, for he is 
materially contradicted. —He ſays, in Anſwer to an 
Interrogatory, that there was no Converſation paſſed 
between Mr. Mills and him, reſpecting his Exa- 
mination *:— Now, if you look into the Evidence 
of Mr. Mills himſelf, you will find that Converſa- 
tions did actually paſs, and paſſed at a very impro- 
per Time; that Mills enquired of him in the Poſt 
Chaiſe, what the Examiner had aſked him; and 
that he made a Diſcovery of what had paſſed upon 
his Examination, 

The other Circumſtance which oh been pointed 
out, namely, that he ſwears that he was not at Li- 
berty on board the Ship, is fully and effectually 
contradicted by Licutenant Brett, who proves that 
he was, at that Lime, in the actual, abſolute En- 
joyment of his Liberty; was free to go where he 
pleaſed, and to ſay what he pleaſed, upon that or 
any other Subject whatever. | 


* On looking into Mr. Mills's Evidence (ſee Den. 
the Reader will fad, that the Converſations here alluded to, 
and which actually did paſs, paſſed after the Black had been ex- 
«ized ; he could not {wear to what had not happened, there- 
fore truly depoſed, that there was no Converſation between 
Mr. Mills — him reſpecting his 8 — 41 

8 | In 
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In ſhort, none of the other Witneſſes in this 
Cauſe are in the leaſt very material, as to any Con- 
verſation they may ſtate, which he does not depoſe 
to; no Part of thoſe Converſations, as I have had 
Qccaſion to obſerve before, compoſe any Part of 
the preſent Evidence :—But when you ſee through- 
out the Whole of this Buſineſs, on the Part of 
Mrs. Inglefield, fuch Precautions uſed as are in- 
conſiſtent with the fair and free Inveſtigation of 
Truth — when you ſee ſuch Inſtruments employ- 
ed, as are materially affected in Point of Cre- 
dit, and I am ſure the King's Advocate has ſhewn 
that Mrs. Wells, the 'principal Agent, and one of 
the principal Witneſſes in this Cauſe, is very con- 
fiderably diminiſhed in Point of Credit—when you 
conſider the whole Effect of the Depoſitions, not 
only the Depoſitions of Webb, but of his Exami- 
nations before Gentlemen of undoubted Character, 
who took every poſſible Method to extract the 
Truth from him, with a perfect Indifference be- 
tween the one Party and the other, and ſurely with- 
out any Intention to abet ſo foul a Conſpiracy as 
this is pretended to have been — without troubling 
you any farther, and leaving you to the Obſerva- 
tions which the King's Advocate has ſtated ſo 
much more — than myſelf, I hope you will 
fee abundant Reaſon to pronounce that there is 
fuch Proof of approximate Acts, as will amount to 
a legal Preſumption of Adultery, and that legal 
Preſumption of Adultery will neceffarily lead to 
| . Sentence we pray, of a Separation between the 

arties. 


Immediately Doctor Scott had finiſhed his 
Speech, the Court adjourned to Saturday, July 
223 on this Day it was expected that my Counſel 

would 
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would have replied to Doctors Wynne and Scott, 
but directly after the Judge had taken his Seat, he 
turned to Doctor Harris and ſaid, Doctor Harris, 
I will not trouble you with a Reply ;” and then 
he proceeded to award a Decree agreeable to the 
Prayer made by my Counſel. 

The Court not admitting Doctors Harris and 
Compton to anſwer the King's Advocate General, 
and or Scott, is an unequivocal Proof that 
what thoſe learned and eloquent Pleaders had ad- 
vanced, did not affect the Evidence and Force of 
Reaſoning adduced by Doctors Harris and Comp- 
ron. : 
In the Arguments of Captain Inglefield's Coun- 
fel are many Deductions favourable to their Client, 
drawn from what the learned Gentlemen preſumed 
to be Facts; ſeveral of theſe ſuppoſed Facts, with 
their Inferences, I have thought proper, in Juſtice 
to myſelf, in Notes, to refute ; leaſt, ſuffering them 
to paſs unnoticed, they might impreſs on the 
Reader, Ideas injurious to me and my Cauſe : — 
This Meaſure would have been totally unneceſſary, 
from the ſuperior Judgment and Reaſoning of my 
Counſel, had they been admitted to reply. 


The Reader haying peruſed the foregoing Pages, 
I ſhall ſubmit a brief Recapitulation of the chief 
Matter recited, to his Conſideration. 

The Suit was inſtituted by me againſt Captain 
Inglefield; in Juſtification, he pleads, that durin 
a Courſe of many Months, I practiſed the mo 
nauſeous Indecencies to ſeduce his black Servant, 
John Webb, to commit, with me, the foul Crime 
of Adultery, the which I had been guilty of ſeve- 
ral Times with him, at Singlewell, and on board 
the Scipio, in Chatham River; that I took every 
Opportunity to be alone with him; and, in a 
Letter produced in Court, aſſerts, the Boy M o 

oke 
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Joke of the Kitchen; and that one Night, when 
in Bed, I rang the Bell, when the Maid came, I 
ſaid, I do not want you, ſend me Jack. 

To ſubſtantiate thete Charges, John Webb is 
produced, who, in an Examination taken at the 
Commons, on May 25, 1785, confirms every Part 
of the indecent Practices alledged againſt me, ex- 
cept Adultery, this he poſitively denies ever to 
have been guilty of: To ſtrengthen his Evidence, 
the Depoſitions of M*Carthy and Mr. Feattus are 
taken; the firſt to a tranſaction ſaid to have paſſed 
on board the Ship, at Chathan; the latter to a 
Fact that took Place at Singlewell. 

» To eſtabliſh my Innocence, I produce the Black, 

who, in an Examination at the Commons, on July 
26, 178 5, flatly contradicts all he had ſworn againſt 
me on May 25, and depoſes, he believes me to be 
a virtuous and chaſte Woman. 

Eighteen Witneſſes are examined to my Cha- 
racter (eight of whom lived in my Houſe with 
Webb) all give me and Captain Inglefield an un- 
blemiſhed Character, two only excepted, who ſpeak 
unfavourably of hira: The Servants (eight) atteſt 
that they never ſaw, or ſuſpected, the leaſt unbe- 
coming Behaviour between me and the Black. 
The Maid, who came on ringing the Bell, admits 
that to be a F act, but ſolemnly affirms I never 
mentioned Jack ; between whom and me ſhe never 
ſaw, or ſuſpected, the leaſt improper Conduct. 

At this Stage of the Proceedings, Captain — 8 
field threw in freſh Allegations ; the Principal of 
theſe alledges, that Mr. Mills and Elizabeth Wells 
had entered in to a Conſpiracy, to defeat the Courſe 
of Juſtice, and had artfully and wickedly prevailed 
on Webb to go before a Magiſtrate and perjure 
himſelf, by ſwearing contrary to a former Depoſi- 
tion; and that Mr. Mills and Elizabeth Wells, 

actuated 
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actuated by Hatred and Malice, would wilfully 
forſwear themſelves, and ſuborn others to do the 
ſame. | 

The only Witneſs produced to give a Colour to 
this Allegation, is Mr. Pilcher, who depoſes, 
That during the Time Webb lived with him, 
« Wells came frequently after him, and he, the 
« Deponent, ſpoke to the ſaid John Webb about 
ce jt, who ſaid, he could not help it, he did not 
« want her, but ſhe was always coming after him, 
« and plaguing him,” or he expreſſed himſelf to 
that Effect; Mr. Pilcher further tays, © that Wells 
« has the Report of being a Perſon of a light 
Character.“ 

In Oppoſition to this ſingle Witneſs, it is in 
Evidence, that Wells is a Girl of a good Cha- 
racer; that ſhe was ſeen ſeveral Times at Mr. 
Pilcher's, but never heard (or any one elſe) to uſe 
any Threats, or attempt to perſuade the Black to 
contradict what he before had ſworn. 

There are ſeven Witneſſes depoſe, the Boy made 
his Confeſſion, of having ſworn falſely againſt me, 
voluntarily and unſolicited. 

No Attempt is made to ſupport the Allegation 
againſt Mr. Mills; two Witneſſes ſubpæned by 
Captain Inglefield, and one who voluntarily ap- 
peared for me, repreſent Mr. Mills as a Gentleman 
of the moſt reſpectable Character. Mr. Mills 
would not admit any more Witneſſes to be ex- 
amined to refute the Allegation againſt him, ſay- 
ing, © That beſides being in itſelf unneceſſary, 
it would give an undeſerving Conſequence to fo 
« weak and malicious Attack on his Character.“ 

I muſt obſerve on the extrajudicial Examina- 
tions, that I am ſatisfied the Gentlemen who aſſiſted 
therein, acted from that Temporary Conviction 
which Webb's Tale flaſhed on their Minds. 


Having 
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Having laid before the Public the Charges 
againſt me, and my Defence, I have compleated 
every Meaſure that laid with me, to re-eſtabliſh my 
Reputation. I return my moſt grateful Thanks to 
the many Friends and Witneſſes who have fa- 
voured me with their Advice and Aſſiſtance, and 
beg Leave to aſſure them, that the Recollection of 
their kind Support 1s among the moſt powerful 
Means ta reſtore (if poſſible) a Conſtitution almoſt 
dragged to the Grave, by ſevere and unmerited 
Affliction. 
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APPENDIX. 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1785. 
Mr. Samuel Gillam Mills's firſt Depoſition, 


Samuel Gillam Mills, of Stockwell-Street, Green- 
wich, in the County of Kent, Surgeon, aged 
Thirty-eight Years, and upwards, a Witneſs, 
produced and ſworn, 


ſt, O the firſt Article of the ſaid Allegation 

the Deponent ſaith, he has known Ann 
Inglefield (Wife of John Nicholas Inglefield, Eſq;) 
the Producent, for five and twenty Years laſt paſt; 
that he knew Mr. and Mrs. Smith, the Father and 
Mother of her, the Producent, who lived and refided 
at Greenwich, and were Perſons much reſpected by 
thoſe who knew and were acqainted with them ; he 
viſited them, and attended them profeſſionally ; he 
ſaith, his Knowledge of Captain John Nicholſon 
Inglefield, the other Party in this Caule, is very 
flight, he has been in his Company occaſionally, 
but his knowledge of him is not ſufficient to form 
any Judgment of his Diſpoſition and Temper ; the 
Deponent further faith, after the Marriage of the 
Producent, he continued to viſit her in his Pro- 


feſſion as Surgeon and Apothecary ; and he well 
remembers, 


e 


remembers, on Chriſtmas Day laſt, he was ſent ſor 
to the Producent, who was then at her Mother's 
Houſe, at Greenwich; ſhe was then ill, and in a 
very low State of Body, which appeared to have 
been brought on by fretting ; he, the Deponent, 
gave ſuch Medicines as he judged proper ; and the 
Producent then confeſſed to furt the Deponear, 
the Cauſe of her Indiſpoſition proceeded from 
Grief; that Captain Inglefield and ſhe had parted; 
or, ſhe expreſſed herſelf to that Effect ; and further, 
to the ſaid Article of the ſaid Allegation, he knows 
not to depoſe. 
2d. —To the ſecond Article of the ſaid Alle- 
gation the Deponent faith, the ſaid Ann Ingle- 
field, the Producent, was religiouſly and virtuouſly 
brought up and educated ; he uſed to fit in the 
fame Pew with her at Church ; that ſhe always ap- 
to him of a modeſt, chaſte, and virtuous 
Diſpoſition and Behaviour, and verily believes ſhe 
was always reſpected as ſuch by all who knew and 
were acquainted with her; that he had every Rea- 
ſon to think her a tender good Wife, for when ſhe 
heard of her Huſband being caſt away and loſt in 
the Centaur, ſhe took on ſo much it occaſioned a 
ſevere Fit of IUneſs, of which he attended her; 
and further, to the ſaid Article of the ſaid Alleza- 
tion, he knows not to depoſc. 
3d.—To the third Article of the ſaid Allegation 
he knows not to depoſe. 
4th.—To the fourth Article of the ſaid Allega- 
tion the Deponent faith, he had no Knowledge of 
John Webb, articulate, nor ever ſaw him till the 
Month of July laſt; and further, to the ſaid Arti- 
cle of the ſaid Allegation, he knows not to depoſe. 
5th. To the fifth Article of the ſaid Allegation 
the Deponent ſaith, as by him pre-depoſed, that on 
Chriſtmas Day laſt paſt, he viſited the Producent, 
rn at 
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at Mrs. Smith's, her Mother's, at Greenwich afore⸗ 
ſaid, who was then very much indiſpoſed, which 
Indiſpoſition, as he thought, proceeded from frets 
ting; and the Producent then confeſſed to him, 
that was the Cauſe; and he further ſaith, he well 
remembers, the Producent, on that Day, or a Day 
or two afterwards; ſhewed him two Letters ſhe 


had received from Captain Inglefield, her Huſ- 
band, wherein he ſaid, he had -diſcovered; from 
an anonymous Letter he had received, which had 
confirmed, but too well, what he had had Rea- 
ſon before to ſuſpect; that ſhe, the Producent, had 
carried on a lewd and improper Intercourſe with 
her black Servant, John Webb; and alſo, that one 
Night, in his Abſence, that ſhe, the Producent, 
had rang her Bell, and when the female Servant 
went, ſhe told her it was Jack, meaning the Black, 
ſhe wanted ; and that the Black bore the Jokes of 
the Servants about it ; or, the Letter the Deponent 
ſaw, contained to that Effect; and further, to the 
ſaid Article of the ſaid Allegation, he knows not to 
Depoſe. | 


öth.— To the ſixth Article of the ſaid Allega- 


tion, and to the Papers, Writing, or Exhibit therein 
pleaded and propounded, and marked No. 1, the 


Deponent having carefully viewed and peruſed the 


ſame, he ſaith, he verily believes it to be the very 
identical Letter that was ſhewn him by the Produ- 


cent; and he alſo faith, that ſince the Commence- 


ment of this Suit, he has received three Letters 
from Captain Inglefield, as to him, the Deponent, 
interfering in this Cauſe, on behalf of the Produ- 
cent; and, from the Similitude of Hand-writing, 
he verily believes the whole Body, Series, and Con- 
tents of the ſaid Exhibit, to be the Hand- writing 
of the ſame Perſon as the Writer of the Letters he 


ſo received, which were ſigned with his Name and 
K Initials, 


— 


i 
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Hitials, J. N. Id, in Manner as appears to 
the ſaid Exhibit; and further, to the faid Allega- 
tion or Exhibit, he knows not to depoſe. 

Samuel Gillam Mills. 


The * Witneſs, on the Interrogatories 


iſt. —To the firſt he anſwers, he is a Surgeon, 
and lives, where all his Life he has refided, at 
Greenwich, in the County of Kent; that he is fup- 
ported by his Profeſfion; that he is neither in- 
debted to the Producent, nor ſhe to him, nor is he 
under any Sort of Obligation to her ; that he has not 
received, been promiſed, or does he hope or expect 
to receive any Reward, Gratvity, Preſent, or Satis- 
faction for giving his Evidence in this Cauſe; he 
faith he is employed now by the Producent, pro- 
feſfionally, when neceſſary, and faith Elizabeth 
Wells, his fellow Witneſs in this Cauſe, is now in 
-the Service of the Producent; and further, to the 
ſaid Interrogatories, he knows not to Anſwer. 

2d.—To the ſecond he anſwers, he has not had 
any Meeting or Confultations with the Producent, 
or any Perſon or Perſons on her Behalf, and in Or- 
der to ſettle what he ſhould depoſe, or avoid de- 
poſing in this Cauſe ; and further, to the ſaid In- 
terrogatory, he knows not to anſwer. 
34d. —19gth.—2oth.—To the third, nineteenth, 
and twentieth Interrogatories he knows not to an- 
ſwer. | 


The ſame Witneſs, on Additional Interrogatories. 


6th.—To. the fixth additional Interrogatory he 
anſwers, he confeſſes himſelf to 'be the —_—_ 
| | Adviler 


4. 


Adlviſer of the Produceng, ref; 0 f this Suit; 
that after the Miniſtrant had de is Wife, the 
Producent, the conſulted with the e as 
to what Steps he would adviſe her to purſue, to re- 
gain the good Opinion of the Miniſtrant; and at 
e fame Time aſſured the Reſpondent ſhe was 
rfeftly innocent; and the Accuſations al- 
againſt her were oundleſs, mere Jealou- 
lies, and without the leaſt Foundation: The Re- 
44 from having known her and her Family 
o many Years, and having no Doubt of the Ve- 
racity of the Producent, adviſed her firſt to *PPly 
to the Miniſtrant's neareſt Relations, and 20 Hen 
to ſolicit and remonſtrate with the Miniſtrant on 
her Behalf; and, if that had not the deſired Effect, 
her only Refource would be, to apply to the Ex- 
clefiaftical Court, there to inſtitute a FLdd of Re 
tution of Conjugal Rites; the Reſpo 
faith, he took upon himſelf the Trouble De wig 
two. Letters to the Miniſtrant, 00 br LH. 


nel af might 1 wc Oc 
5 not be ex in 4 
further ſaith, he n Inſtru 
drawing an Allegation on her Behalf; and how Ae 
as her Amanuenſis in committi Aung them into Writ- 
ing for her Proctor; and he further faith, he hath 
ſeveral Times n and conſulted the Produ- 
cent's Proctors, reſpecting this Cauſe, and adviſed 
them relative thereto ; and he faith, he hath no 
other Reaſons for having done ſo, than from Friend- 
ſhip to the Producent, and conceiving her to be an 
injured Woman; and further, to the ſaid Interro- 
gatories, he knows not to anſwer. 

th. To the ſeventh he anſwers, as by him an- 
ſwered to the next proceeding Interrogatory, but 
never reported the Miniſtrant ſhrunk from a public 
Inveſtigatian ; and further, to the ſaid Interroga- 


„ he knows not to anſwer. 
"me K 2 8ch.— To 
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gth.— To the eighth he anſwers, he did write 4 
Letter to Commodore Bowyer, for the Producent 
to copy, deſiring he would order John Webb, the 
Miniſtrant's black Servant, ro be put into the 
Hands of Mrs. Inglefield ; and he ſaith, his Rea- 
fon for ſo doing was, the Producent was not then 
collected enough, owing to fretting, to arrange her 
Ideas properly; and alſo, Captain Inglefield having 
before had the ſaid Fohn Webb examined before a 
Magiſtrate and a few of his Friends, and not ſuf- 
fering the Producent at that Time, as ſhe requeſt- 


ed, to confront him, but keeping him the ſaid 


John Webb away, appeared to, him, the Reſpon- 
dent, as though there was ſome foul Play at the 
Bottom ; and that the Black aforeſaid, before his 
Maſter, his Friends alone, and a Magiſtrate, might, 
from his Ignorance of an Oath, have a Confeſſion, 
of an improper Correſpondence with the Produ- 
cent, extorted from him ; he therefore thought the 
only Way to get the ſaid John Webb re-examined, 
— a Majiſtrate, before the Producent and her 
Friends, would be by a Letter to Commodore 
Bowyer, who was Commander in Chief at Chat- 


ham, ordered the ſaid John Webb to attend, but 


which Letter had not the deſired Effect: The 
Reſpondent alſo faith, after this Suit Commenced, 
the Miniſtrant did propoſe John Webb aforeſaid 


ſhould be examined at Greenwich, before an equal 


Number of Friends, which Propoſal was refuſed 
by the Producent, on theſe Grounds : having in- 
ſtiruted a Suit of. Reſtitution againſt the Mini- 


ſtrant, if ſhe then withdrew it, it might appear to 


the World ſhe had been criminal with the faid 
John Webb; ſhe therefore choſe to abide the Con- 
ſequences of the Suit; and further, to the ſaid In- 
terrogatory, he knows not to anſwer. - © 
gth.—To the ninth he knows not to anſwer. 
10th, To 


( 2B 9 


roth. To the Tenth Interrogatory he anſwers 

in the Affirmative. 
11th,—To the eleventh Interrogatoay he an- 
ſwers, he did attend John Webb in a Coach to 
Doctor's Commons, for the Purpoſe of his being 
examined on the Part of the Producent; and after 
his Examination, he. took him back again in the 
ſame Carriage and ſet him down at the Obeliſk, in 
St. George's Fields; and he ſaith, upon his Oath, 
he aſked the ſaid John Webb whether his Exami- 
nation was over, to which he replied, Yes; and 
the Reſpondent ſaith alſo, he aſked him alſo, what 
the examiner had aſked him, to which he faid, 
whether he, the Reſpondent, had given him Mo- 
ney, and alſo, that the Examiner had deſired him 
particularly to be upon his Guard, as to what he 
ſaid, for that he had been detected once, and found 
guilty of Perjury; but doth not recollect any 
Thing elſe paſſed of any Conſequence; and fur- 
ther, to the ſaid Interrogatory, he knows not to 

anſwer. | | l 

 12th,—To the twelfth Interrogatory he anſwers, 
John Webb is gone to a Mr. Boodle, at Ongar, in 
Effex, till he can procure him a Place, from the 
Recommendation of the Reſpondent ; and the Re- 
2 ſaith, the Reaſon of his ſending him thi- 
er, was in Conſequence of a Letter which the ſaid 
John Webb had recerved, which he ſhewed to the 
Reſpondent, wherein he was adyiſed to keep him- 
ſelf out of the Miniſtrant's Way, for he had laid a 
Plan to trepan him ; he faith, for theſe four Months 
paſt the ſaid John Webb, as he believes, has been 
ſupported by Mrs. Smith, the Mother of the Pro- 
ducent ; he ſaith, upon his Oath, he does not keep 
John Webb in his Houſe, nor does he give him 
Money and Cloaths ; he faith, the aforeſaid John 
Webb boarded in his Houſe from the RO | 
| K 3 * 
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July tat till he was examined; and he faid then, he 
was going down to Chatham, to Mr. Pilcher's, 
whoſe Service he had Taft quitted, to receive his 
Wages and Cloaths, but that he had no Money to 
take him down, whereupon the Reſpondent gave 
him a Half Guinea, which was the only Time he 
ever gave him any Money, ; and further, to the 
faid interrogatory, he knows not to anſwer. | 
Ich. — To the thirteenth Interrogatory he an- 
Wers, he never at any Time adviſed the ſaid John 
Webb what to fay, depoſe, or avoid faying, or de. 
fing at the Time of his Examination at Doctor's 
oMMons, on Behalf of the Producent; and fur- 
ther, to the faid Interrogatory, he knows not to 
—_— | 
_  14th.—To'the fourteenth Interrogatory he an- 
ſwers, he has never been confulted by the Produ- 
cent, ſince her Separation from the Miniſtrant, in 
His profefſional Charakter of Man Midwife; and 
* er, to the ſaid Interrog story, he knows not to 
anſwer. 
15th. To the fifteenth Interrogatory he an- 
lens upon his Oath, that previous to Fon Webb 
aforeſaid being examined in Doctor's Commons, 
on behalf of the Producent, by the Conſent and 
Deſire alfa of John Webb, he, the Refpondent, 


drew a Sort of Affidavit for the faid John Webb 


to be ſworn to; in which Affidavit hie contradicted 
What he had before faid on Behalf of the Mint- 
ſtrant, and went before Mr. Ruſſell, a Magiſtrate, 
to get him ſworn thereto, but Mr. Ruſſell fefuſed to 
wear him for it, ſaying, he did not wiſh'to be the 
Means of the Lad's being perjured; he therefore 
Wafted op Mr. Gillam, a Magiſtrate, at *Rbther- 
hith, who, without Scruple, immediately fuofe 
him to it; and further, to the fard Interrogatories, 
he knows not to anfwer. | 
CET h 16th. To 


(N 


16ch.— To the fixteenth In y he an- 
ſwers, he is Nephew to Mr. Gillam; further, 
than as before anſwered, he knows not to anfwe? 


the ſaid Int ' 

17th.—To = ſeyenteenth Interrogatory he an- 
ſwers, he verily believes the Producent has ſeen 
the ſaid John Webb but onee within theſe four 
Months; and then, as the Producent informed 
him, the Reſpondent, ſhe accidentally met him in 
Greenwich Park, but did nat ſpeak to him; to 
his Knowledge, Mrs. Inglefield and John Webb 
have not 1 alone to 1 within theſe four 
Months; and further, to aid Interrogatories, 
he knows nat to anſwer, 

Samuel Gillam Mills, 


Mrs. Elizabeth Wells's firſt Depoſition, 
JoLy 20th, 1785. 


Elizabeth Wells, of Cobham, in the County of 
Kent, Spinſter, aged twenty-one Years, a Wit- 


» 


1ſt, NO the firſt Article of the faid Allegation 

the Deponent faith, ſhe lived as a Ser- 

vant with the aforeſaid John Nicholfon Inglefield, 

Eſq; and his Wife Ann Inglefield, the Parties in this 

Cauſe, at their * ** 
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ol Rent, for about ſixteen Months; by which Means 
ſhe became acquainted with the Parties in this 
Cauſe; and quitted cheir Service in the Month of 
October laſt paſt; and the Deponent ſaith, during 
the Time ſhe ſo lived with them as aforeſaid, as far 
as her Obſervations went, the ſaid Ann Inglefield, 
the. Producent, in every Reſpect behaved herſelf 
with the greateſt Propriety; that ſhe was an af- 
fectionate, dutiful, obedient Wife, a good Miſ- 
*reſs;, and a tender Mother to her Children; of 
which ſhe had four, and was reſpected and eſteem- 
:d as fuch by her Neighbours, Friends, Acquain- 
ante, and others; that the ſaid John Nicholſon 
Inglefield, Eſq; the other Party in this Cauſe, was 
; Man of a very bluſtering Temper, and appeared 
o the Deponent, to be jealous of the Producent 
without any the leaſt Cauſe; and when he returned 
home, after having been ſome Time abſent, he uſed 
to make Enquiries of her, the Deponent, as well as 
of the other Servants; reſpecting the Conduct of his 
ſaid Wife, in his Abſence, what Men had been there, 
and other jealous and ſuſpicious Queſtions, as to the 
Conduct of his ſaid Wife, fo as to render the Life of 
the ſaid Producent uncomfortable, and to deſtroy 
her Peace of Mind; that ſhe, the Deponent, never, 
at any Time during ſuch Time ſhe was in the Ser- 
vice of the Producent as aforeſaid, and being the 
Nurſery Maid, ſhe had more Opportunities than the 
reſt of the Servants of ſceing the Conduct of her ſaid 
Miſtreſs, the Producent, ſhe being yery much with 
the Children, never ſaw any the leaſt Impropriety 
of Conduct in the Behaviour of the Producent, or 
any Thing to give the leaſt Shades of Grund for 
a Suſpicion of her Chaſtity ; and further, to the ſaid 
Article, ſhe knows not to depoſe. a 


- # *s * : _ — 


2d. To the ſecond Article of the ſaid Allega- 
tion the Deponent ſaith, that fhe knew John Webb, 
articulate, a black Seryant, about nineteen ar 
WT 4 YN ; wg aro 
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pf Age, to the Parties in the Cauſe; that he ap: 
peared a very modeſt Lad, was very ſober and at- 
tentive to his Duty, and a Lad, ſhe thinks, of that 
Diſpoſition that would not have dared to offer any 
improper Behaviour to his Miſteſs; the Deponent 
faith, the, nar any of the other Servants, as ſhe 
firmly belieyes, ever ſuſpected there was any im- 
proper Correſpandence between the Producent and 
the faid John Webb; and as to the Character and 
Propriety of Conduct of the Producent, ſhe cannot 
further depoſe, than by her already depoſed ; but 
ſhe further faith, when the ſaid John Nicholſon 
Inglefield was abſent from Home, ſhe, the Produ- 
cent, ſeldom or ever even ſuffered the faid John 
Webb to wait upon her, and if he did, which, 
from her, the Deponent, and the ather female Ser- 
vants being ſometimes buſy, he was obliged to do, 
ſhe always, on thoſe Occaſions, ſent him out of the 
Room immediately; and further, to the ſaid Ar- 
ticle, ſhe knows not to depoſe. | K n 
4th. To the fourth Article of the ſaid Allega 
tion the Deponent ſaith, that ſhe believes the ſaid 
John Webb, articulate, is a Slave to the ſaid Cap- 
tain John Nicholſon Inglefield, that he is entirely 
dependent on his Bounty for his Cloathing and Sup- 
port, and ſo much under his Command, f 
that ſhe thinks he would ſay or ſwear any Thing the 
ſaid John Nicholſon Inglefield ſhould order him; 
that ſhe well remembers his being ſeverely beaten 
by his ſaid Maſter, ſometime laſt Summer, and his 
ſaying, it was for, having pawned his Maſter's 
Great Coat, and ſpent the Money; and further, 
to the ſaid Article, ſhe knows not to depaſe. 
th. To the fifth Article of the ſaid All 
tion the Deponent ſaith, ſhe remembers well, that. 
. about Michaelmaſs, in the Year 1783, one very 
windy Night, after the Producent and all the Fa- 
mily had heen in Bed, and during the —_— 
; C 
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the faid Captain Inglefield, the Producent 
her Bell in the Night, which ſhe was not accuſ. 
wmed te do; thut the Deponent came down Stairs 
from her Room to the Room of her ſaid Miftreſs, 
the Producent, who was very much frightened, and 
faid the was afraid forme Body had broke into the 
Houfe 5 and, on ſearching the Rooms, the Depo- 
nent found one of the Caſement Windows adjoin- 
ing to the Producents Room, had been left open, 
which the Wind had blown open and fhut, and 
which Noife had caufed the Fear of the Produ- 
_— — the faith, the ONT On ſaid, 
* the Deponent, attended the 
Oocaſion aforeſaid, it was not her ſhe — but 
that the wanted Jack, thereby meaning John Webb, 
the black Servant, articulate; and ſhe further 
faith, ſhe is in her Mind convinced, and verily be- 
lieves, the Circurnſtance, articulate, by her depoſed 
to, and the aforeſaid Circumſtance, mentioned in 
the faid Exhibit,” or Letter, therein and 
and marked No. 1, is the very Night 
there alluded to; becauſe her Maſter, the aforcſaid 
Captain Inglefield, when he returned home, heard 
the Producent had been frightened one Night, in 
his Abſence, which cauſed her to ring her Bell; 
and he aſked the Deponent, who went by the 
Name of Betty, the Reaſon of her Miſtreſs having 
rung her Bell one Night in his Abſence ; to whom 
the anſwered, as by her depoſed, to this Article of 
the Allegation ; and the laſtly faith, the faid John 
Webb was never joked by her, or any of the Ser- 
vants, to her Knowledge, on Account of any In- 
tercourſe between him and his Miſtreſs, the Produ- 
tent; nor was ſuch a Thing by her, or any of the 
Servants, to her knowedge, in the leaft ſuſpected; 
and further, to the ſaid Allegation, ſhe knows not 


0 Y G 
| Elizabeth Wells. 


6139) 
The ſame Witneſs, to Int@rogetotics. 


1ft.—To the firſt Interrogatory ſhe anſwers, ſhe 
now lives with her Mother, at Cobham, in Kent; 
that ſhe is out of Place at preſent; that ſhe has 
lived in Servitude at different Places; at Lord 
Darnley's ſhe lived two Years, and, till he died ; at 
Captain Inglefield's, and has been ſupported by 
her 'own Induſtry for theſe ſeven Years laft paſt; 
that ſhe is not indebted to the Producent, or ſhe 
to Her, nor is ſhe, the Reſpondent, under any Ob- 
ligations to the Producent; that ſhe hath not, nor 
have any of her Fellow Witneſſes, to her Know- 
ledge or Belief, been promiſed, or does ſhe, or 
they, to her Knowledge, hope or expect to receive 
any Reward, Gratuity, Preſent, or Satisfaction for 
giving her, or their Evidence in this Cauſe ; that 
the, nor any of her Fellow Witneſſes, to her Whow- 
ledpe, is or are dependent upon the Prodncetits 
and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory, the knows 
not to anſwer. Mao Aa 

2d. To the ſecond In ory ſhe anſwers, 
that neither ſhe, nor any of her Fellow Witneſſes, 
to her Knowledge, have had any Meetings or Con- 
ſüultations with the Producent, or any other Perſon 
or Perſons, in Order to ſettle what ſhe, he, or they 
ſhould depoſe, or avoid depoſing in this Cafe; 
and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory, ſhe Knows 
not to anſwer. 

34.=-To the third Interrogatory ſhe anfwers, 
ſhe never thought the Miniſtrant a good i 
Man; ſhe faith, ſhe never ſaw him treat the Pre 
ducent ill, but The cannot pretend to anfwer he 
treated her with the greateſt Kindnefs, Love, and 
Affection; and further, to the Taid Interrogatory, 
me Knows not to anfwer. | 
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ach Ao the fourth Interrogatory ſhe anſwers, 
the lived in Captain Inglefield's Service about ſix- 


teen Months, and quitted his Service laſt Octo- 


ber ; ſhe faith, ſhe never ſaw him behave to his 
Wife in a cruel, morole, and unfeeling Manner, 
but ſhe did not think that he was fond of her; 


and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory, ſhe knows 


5 to anſwer. 

The Witneſs was reminded of her Oath. 

th. — To the fifth Interrogatory ſhe anſwers, 

upon her Oath, ſhe never heard from Captain 

Inglefield, the Miniſtrant, or any ather Perſon or 
Perſons, that he, or they, ever ſuſpected. the Produ- 
cent not being faithful to his Bed, and that ſhe 
was, criminal with John Webb, the black Servant, 
or any other Man; and ſhe further anſwers, upon 
ber Oath, ſhe never ſaw or obſerved any Familia 
Titles pals. between the Producent and the ſaid 
John Webb, or any other Perſon, during the Time 
ſhe ſo lived in the Service of him, the Miniſtrant ; 
and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory, ſhe knows 
not to anſwer. 
- 6th, —Fo the ſixth Interrogarory ſhe anfwers, 
ſhe neyer once, during the Time he ſo lived in 
the Service of the Parties in this Cauſe, went out 
for a Holliday, without aſking Leave, nor did her 
Miſtreſs, the Producent, ever tell her ſhe might 

and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory, ſhe 

ws not to anſwer. | 

7th.—To the ſeventh Interrogatory ſhe anſwers, 
Maſter Feattus, the Producent's Nephew, and the 
Producents own Children, like other Children, as 
ſhe thinks, uſed ſometimes to be at play to — 
and ſometimes at Work; but . ſhe 
not to anſwer the Interrogatory. | 

8th,—To the eighth Interrogatory ſhe anſwers, 
ſhe well remembers, when her Maſter was i 
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"from Home, but where he was The knows not, the 
Producent, one Night, about the Middle of the 
faid Night, rung her Bell from her Bed Room, as 
by her ſet forth in her Depoſition, to which ſhe 
craves Leave to refer; that her Bed Room Door 
was not open when ſhe went down to her ſaid 
Miſtreſs; and ſhe anſwers, upon her Oath, the 
Producent never even mentioned the Name of 
Jack, but was frightened very much, which Fright 
proceeded from a Noiſe of a Window, banging 
backwards and forwards, occaſioned by the Wind, 
the ſaid Window having been left open; that ſhe 
never, the next Morning, aſked Jack, the Black, 
why he did not go to his Miſtreſs, when the Bell 
rung in the Night; the Reſpondent declares, u 
on her Oath, ſhe never ſhook her Head at Tack, 
the Black, and bid him mind and not Cuckold his 
Mafter ; and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory, ſhe 
knows not to anſwer. 

gth.—To the ninth Interrogatory, ſhe anſwers, 
ſhe heard the ſaid John Webb ſay he had been in 
London to be made a- Chriſtian; ſhe remembers 
his being beat for having pawned a Great Coat; 
and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory, ſhe knows 
hot to anſwer, 

1oth.—To the tenth Interrogatory ſhe anſwers, 
ſhe left the Service of the Parties 1n this Cauſe, f in 
the Month of October laſt, ſhe remembers 1t was 
of a Saturday, but what Day of the Month -ſhe 
knows not; that ſhe has not received any Sum of 
Money whatever from Mrs. Inglefield ſince ſhe 
left her Place; and further, to the ſaid Interro- 
gatory, ſhe knows not to anſwer. 

11th.—To the eleventh Interrogatory ſhe an- 
ſwers, when Captain Inglefield called upon her in 
Town, to aſk if ſhe knew any Thing of the. Matter 


between her Miſtreſs and John Webb, the Black, 
ke 
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he ſaid, ſhe, the Reſpondent, be was fure, new 
fomething had improper between, the Black 
and her Miſtreſs, but ſhe would not tell; and at 


the fame Time told her, ſhe need not be afraid of 


ſpeaking againſt the Producent, for that ſhe, the 
Producent, ſpoke very diſreſpectful of her, the Re- 
ſpondent, and even ſaid that ſhe, the Reſpondent 
herfelf, had been with the Black ; and fur- 
— ſaid Interrogatory, ſne knows not to 


er. 

.20th.—To the twentieth Interrogatory ſhe an- 
ſwers, it was not cuſtomary for all the Servants to 
go to Bed before the Black, on the Contrary, ſhe 
thinks the Black generally went to Bed firſt; and 
further, to the faid Interrogatory, ſhe knows not to 


anſwer. 
4 Elizabeth Wells, 


FEBRUARY, 22, 1786, 
Mr. Samuel Cillam Mills's ſecond Depoſition, 


hy Gillam Mills, of Greenwich, in he County 
Kent, Surgeon, thirty-nine Years, 4 
Witneſs, produced >. -amay | 


O the Whole of the ſaid Allegation the De- 
| ponent ſaith, he hath known, and been ac- 
quainted with Ann Inglefield (Wife of Captain 


John 
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John Nicholſon Inglefield) the Producent, frem 
a Child; that in the Month of Deceraber, in the 
Year 1784, ſhe was at the Houſe of Mrs. Smith, 
her Mother, at Greenwich, 


him of her Complaints aroſe from Unhappineſs 
and Diſturbance of Mind; that Captain Inglefield, 
her Huſband, had deferted her by Reaſon of Jea- 
louſy; and falſely accuſed her with improper Fa- 
miliarities with John Webb, her black Servant; 
ſhe ſaid ſhe was perfectly innocent, and had no 
Friend to protect her; the Deponent was ſtruck 
with the Story, believing her innocent, and from 
his long Acquaintance with her, induced him to 
intereſt himſelf in her Behalf, from no other Mo- 
tives than thoſe of Friendſhip and Humanity; and 
he ſaith, on the 15th Day of the Month of July, 
1785, John Webb, the black Servant, articulate, 
came to him to his Houſe, at Greenwich, and he 
then and there voluntarily, and of his own Accord, 
confeſſed and declared to him, the Deponent, that 
what he had formerly ſal and ſvorn againſt his 
late Miſtreſs, the Producent, was falſe ; that he had 
ſaid it, and accuſed her, from Fear and Dread of 
being puniſhed by his Maſter, Captain Inglefield, 
the other Party in this Cauſe, who always put the 
Queſtion to him, and if he denied, the ſaid Cap- 
tain Inglefield uſed to repeat the Queſtion with a 
ſevere Look and an Oath, which ſo intimidated 
him he had anſwered yes to every Queſtion: he had 
put to him; and the Deponent ſaith, ſo far from 
him making Uſe of any Threats to induce him to 
contradict what he had before ſaid, he exhorted 
him and charged him, in the moſt ſerious Manner, 
to be cautious. and upon his Guard as to what he 


was 
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was about to ſay ; to which the ſaid John Webb 
then replied, what he then ſaid was the real Truth, 
and having quitted the Service of. the ſaid Captain 
Inglefield, he was no longer in Dread of him, and 
he could not reſt happy till he had told the Truth; 
| and the Deponent faith; the ſaid John Webb hath 
| never been in the leaſt in Fear of, or under his 
| Cuſtody, Influence, Power, or Controul; and he 
| laſtly faith, he is not actuated by Malice or Hatred 
| towards the ſaid Captain John Nicholſon Ingle- 
field; nor would he from Motives. of Hatred, Ma- 
lice, or Reſentment, or any other Motive whatever, 
be induced to combine or confederate to prevent 
the Cauſe of Juſtice, or attempt to perſuade or 
ſuborn any Witneſs ſo to do, in this or any other 
Cauſe; and further he knows not to depoſe. 
WR Samuel Gillam Mills; 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Wells's ſecond Depoſition. 


Elizabeth Wells; of Cobham; in the County of 
Kent, Spinſter, aged twenty-three Years, a Wit- 
neſs, produced and ſworn. 


i 


No the Whole of the ſaid Allegation the De- 
ponent faith, ſhe 1ived Fellow Servant with 
John Webb, articulate, ſixteen Months, at the 

8 Houſe 
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Houſe of Captain John Nicholſon Inglefield, and 
Ann, his Wite, the Parties 1n this Caule, at Single- 
well, in the County of Kent; ſhe faith, fince ſhe 
has quitted the Service of the Parties in this Cauſe, 
lhe has cheifly lived with her Mother, at Cobham 
aforefaid ; that ſometime in the Month of July laſt, 
the ſaid John Webb called on this Deponent, at 
Cobham aforeſaid, expreſſed a great Uneaſineſs of 
Mind, faid he could neither reit Night or Day, till 
he had contradicted what he had ſaid reſpect- 
ing Mrs. Inglefield, his Miſtreſs, the Producent ; 
that Captain Inglefield had, by Threats, made 
him ſay and ſwear what he had, which was falſe, 


but that he had then quitted his, the {aid Captain . 


Inglefield's Service, was therefore no longer in 
Fear of him, and deſired of this Deponent to in- 
form the Producent, that he was ready to unſay 
and ſwear what he had before ſaid againſt her, for 
the Whole of it was falſe ; the Deponent faith, it 
was a free Confeſſion, and not by her extorted 
from the ſaid John Webb, nor did ſhe uſe any In- 
fluence over the faid John Webb to induce him to 
make ſuch Declarations, nor was he, the ſaid 
Webb, ever under the leaſt Fear, or. under the 
Cuſtody, Influence, Power, or Controul of this 
Deponent ; and ſhe. allo ſaich, what ſhe has de- 
poted is the real Truth, and not from Malice, 


Hatred, or ill Will towards Captain John Nichol- 


lon Inglefield, the other Party in this Cauſe, nor 
would ſhe wilfully perjure or forſwear herſelf, or 
ſuborn any other Perſon ſo to do, in this or any 
other Cauſe; and further ſhe knows not to de- 


poſe. N 
Elizabeth Wells. 
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May 27, 1785, 
Mr. Albert Innes's Depoſition, 


Albert Innes, of Crutched-friars, London, Mer- 
chant, aged fiſty Years, a Witneſs, produced 
and ſworn. 


O the firſt Article of the ſaid Allegation he 

, depoſes and ſays that he knows and is well 
acquainted with John Nicholſon Inglefield, Eſq; 
Party in this Cauſe, and well knows Ann Ingle- 
field, his Wife, the other Party in this Cauſe; 
and for the Space of fifteen Years laſt paſt, this 
Deponent hath been in Habits of the greateſt Inti- 
macy with the ſaid John Nicholſon Inglefield, and 
during all that Period he has employed this Depo- 
nent, as his Agent in all his naval Affairs; that 
ſince his Marriage with the ſaid Ann Inglefield, 
his Wife, which took Place about eleven Years 
„this Deponent has, at various Times, down to 
the Month of July laſt paſt, been on Viſits at his 
Houſe for ſeveral Days together, and had thereby 
an Opportunity of knowing his domeſtic Cha- 
rater and Diſpoſition ; and this Deponent, in all 
his Obſervations, never knew a more tender, affec- 
tionate, and Indulgent Huſband and Father, or a 
Man who took more Happineſs in his Family, or, 
for his Line of Life, kept his Wife more . 
bly ; and in the Month of October, 1780, when 
his Duty called him abroad, as a Captain in his 


_ Majeſty's Navy, he left unlimited Orders with this 


Deponent to furniſh his ſaid Wife with whatever 


Sum of Money ſhe ſhould, from Time to Time, 


draw upon, or apply to the Deponent for; and in 
| Conſequence 
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Conſequence of ſuch Orders, this Deponent, from 
the ſaid Month oe October, 1780, to the 25th Day 
of December, 1782, on Account of the ſaid John 
Nicholſon Inglefield, ſupplied the ſaid Ann Ingle- 
field with Monies to the Amount of £ 765, for the 
Maintenance of herſelf and Children; beſides 
which, ſhe, in that Period, received the Sum of 


{ 240 as the Dividends due on Stock which the 


{aid John Nicholſon Inglefield poſſeſſed in the 
Public Funds; out of which, this Deponent be- 
lieves, the ſaid Ann Inglefield allowed her Mother 
{bo per Annum; and further, to the ſaid Article, 
he knows not to depoſe. 200 


The ſame Witneſs, on Interrogator ies. 


Adminiſtered on Behalf of Ann Inglefield, Party 
in this Cauſe. 


To the fourth Interrogatory he anſwers expreſsly 
in the Negative. i 
To the ſeventeenth Interrogatory he anſwers, 
that he underſtands, and beheves, that the ſaid Ann 
Inglefield, during her ſaid Huſband's Ablence, as 
aforeſaid, paid her Mother the Sum of 60 per 
Annum; and that ſhe alſo ſupported herſelf and 
two Servants in the Houſe ſhe was left to reſide in 
by the Producent ; and he alſo believes ſhe paid 
for the Maintenance and Education of her Chil- 
dren; and, referring to what he hath before de- 
poſed, he knows not to anſwer. ' 
18th.—To the eighteenth Interrogatory he an- 
ſwers, that, until he heard of the preſent Charge 
againſt the ſaid Ann Inglefield, for criminal Con- 
verſation with her black Servant, a Negro'Lad, he 
| | L 2 never 
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v 
never knew or heard of any Impeachment of her 
Virtue, or her Chaſtity, and always looked upon 
her as a dutiful Wife, and an affectionate Mother. 

19th.—To the ninetzenth Interrogatory he an- 
ſwers, that he thinks that there is not, upon Earth, 
a Man of a more amiable and placid Temper and 
Diſpoſition, than the ſaid John Nicholſon Ingle- 
field; and the. general Tenor of his Conduct and 
Behaviour to his ſaid Wife, as far as the Reſpon- 
dent was a Witneſs, was at once affectionate, ten- 
der and indulgent; and this Reſpondent never 
knew, or heard of any Uneaſineſs or Differences 
happening between them, other than the Subject of 


the preſent Charge againſt her. 
| Albert Innes. 


Manch 1, 1786. 
Depoſition of Mr. Jobn Cochran. 


John Cochran, of Greenwich, in the County of 
Kent, Apothecary, aged twenty-five Years, and 
_ upwards, a Witneſs, produced and ſworn. 


O the whole of tneſ aid Allegation the Depo- 

nent faith, he lives Aſſiſtant to Samuel 

illam Mills, Surgeon and Apothecary, at Green- 
rich, in the County of Kent aforeſaid, and in that 

| Capacity 
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Capacity has lived with him upwards of four 
Years ; he ſaith, the ſaid Samuel Gillam Mills is a 
very honeſt, worthy Man, and reſpected by every 
one who knows him, as he verily believes; and he 
ſaith, he has only a perſonal Knowledge of Captain 
John Nicholſon Inglefield, and Ann Inglefield, his 
Wite, the Parties in this Cauſe ; he faith, he re- 
members, in the Month of July laſt, ſeeing the 
articulate John Webb at the Houſe of the ſaid Mr. 
Mills ; he believes he was ſent for by the Produ- 
cent, and Mr. Mills; and he then heard him, the 
laid John Webb, voluntarily declare to him, the 
Deponent, he was very unhappy, and diſturbed in 
his Mind, for what he had ſaid againſt Mrs. Ingle- 
field, the Producent, his Miſtreſs, that it was to- 
tally falſe, and that Captain Inglefield, his Maſter, 
had made him and frightened him into fuch falſe 
Confeſſion ; for that Mrs. Inglefield, the Produ- 
cent, was perfectly innocent of the Charges he had 
alledged againſt her; that Captain Inglefield, he 
ſaid, uſed to ſay to him, looking at the fame Time 
very ſternly at him, © Jack, you have been taking 
« Liberties with your Miſtreſs ;”” the ſaid John 
Webb ſaid, he anſwered, © I have not; Captain 
Inglefield would then ſay, © Sirrah, how dare 
« you deny it, I ſaw you;” which, the ſaid John 
Webb faid, fo frightened him, he anſwered © yes,” 
to every Thing his ſaid Maſter ſaid to him; and 
the ſaid John Webb further ſaid, the ſaid Captain 
Inglefield once ordered him, when on board the 
Scipio, laying in Chatham River, when the ſaid 
Ann Inglefield was on board, in the Morning, 
when he dreſſed his Miſtreſs's Hair, to kiſs her and 
take Liberties with her, and he the ſaid Captain 
Inglefield bored a Hole through the Partition, 
that he might ſee him, but the ſaid John Webb 
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ſaid, he was ſo frightened he dared not to attempt 
it, and the ſaid Captain Inglefield ſcolded him for 
it; and the ſaid John Webb, articulate, declared 
folemnly he would not, nor had he the leaſt Reaton 
to ſpeak in Prejudice of the Producent's Charatter, 

but was abſolutely frightened, and fearful of being 
flogged if he contradicted his then Mafter, Cap- 


tain Inglefield, Party in this Cauſe; and further, to 


the ſaid Allegation, he knows not to depoſe. 
| John Cochran, 


The ſame Witneſs on Interrogatories. 


To the firſt lanbvddarory he anſwers, he is by 
Profeſſion an Apothecary, and an Afliſtant to 
Samuel Gillam Mills, his Fellow Witneſs in this 
Cauſe, in whoſe Service he has lived upwards of 
four Years; before that, he lived at Caſchalton, in 
the County of Surry, and fince that Time, at Tot- 
tenham High Croſs; of the three Places aforeſaid, 
feven Years; and is ſupported by his Profeſſion ; 
he is not indebted to the Producent, or ſhe to him, 
nor is he under any Obligation to her, or ſhe to 
him; that he has not received, been promiſed, or 
does he expect to receive any Sum of Money, Fee, 
Gratuity, Reward, or Preſent, for giving his Evi- 
dence in this Cauſe; ; and further, to the ſaid Inter- 
rogatory, he knows not to anſwer, 

To the ſecond Interrogatory he anſwers, for a 
ſelf, in the Negative; and further, to the ſaid In- 
terrogatory, he knows not to anſwer, 

To'the third Interrogatory he has heard, from 
John Webb, articulate, that the faid John Webb, 
in the Month of January, 1785, had been exa- 
en before Edward Pilcher, a Magiſtrate, at 
Rocheſter, 
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Rocheſter, reſpecting his having taken improper 
Familiarities with his Miſtreſs, the Producent ; and 
he ſaid to the Reſpondent, he never was fo fright- 
ened in his Life; that he would not then have 
ſworn what he did, but was afraid of contradicting 
the ſaid Captain Inglefield; for, at that Time, he 
was not only his Servant, but entered on board his 
Ship as a Seaman ; he was therefore fearful of be- 
ing afterwards flogged on board, and perhaps, he 
ſaid, ſent back to the Weſt Indies, where he had 
formerly been a Slave; and further, to the ſaid 
Interrogatory, he knows not to anſwer. 
lo the fourth Interrogatory he anſwers, he has 
heard John Webb quitted the Service of the arti- 
culate Edward Pilcher, becauſe he was ſo uneaſy 
in his Mind, reſpecting what he had ſaid falſely 
againſt the Producent, and that he could not reſt 
till he, had told the Truth; in Conſequence of 
which he quitted the ſaid Edward Pilcher's Ser- 
vice to come to his late Miſtreſs, the Producent, 
and ſpeak the Truth on her Behalf; and further, 
to the ſaid Interrogatory, he knows not to anſwer. 
To the ſixth Interrogatory he anſwers, he be- 
lieves the ſaid John Webb was boarded by the ar- 
ticulate Samuel Gillam Mills, about a Fortnight, 
and he believes, the Reaſon the ſaid Samuel Gillam 
Mills had for ſo doing, was to keep him out of the 
Way of the Miniſtrant, till after he was examined 
on behalf of the Producent ; for he ſaith, he be- 
lieves Captain Inglefield, the Miniftrant, would 


have endeayoured to have got him out of the Way; 


and he ſaith, he is now more particularly induced 
to think ſo, becauſe, ſince the ſaid John Webb has 
been examined in Behalf of the Producent, he re- 
ceived- his. Box with his Cloaths from Chatham, 
in which was a Letter ſigned S. P. the Purport of 


which 
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which was, deſiring him, the ſaid John Webb, to 
keep himſelf out of the Way, for that the Mini- 
ſtrant intended, if poſſible, to trepan him; which 
Letter was taken out of the ſaid John Webb's Box 
in the Reſpondent's Preſence, the Seal of whicn 
was broken open, and read by him the Reſpon- 
dent, for the ſaid John Webb ſaid, he could not 
read it; and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory hc 
knows not to anſwer. | 


John Cochran, 


Drexunkx 14, 1785. 


Depoſition of William Parker, Eſq; 


William Parker, at preſent of Greenwich, in the 


County of Kent, Eſq; Captain of his Majeſty's 
Ship the Dictator, aged forty Years, and up- 
wards, a Witneſs, produced and ſworn. 


O the ſecond Article of the ſaid Allegation 
the Deponent faith, he hath known Captain 


John Nicholſon Inglefield, as a naval Officer; 


that he had and has now the Command of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ship the Scipio, one of the Guard Ships at 
Chatham ; -and he, the Deponent, has the Com- 


mand of his Majeſty's Ship the Di&ator, one of 


the Guard Ships alſo, in the ſame River; from 
1 5 which 


6 


which Circumſtance a Sort of Intimacy took Place 
between him, the Deponent, and the ſaid Captain 
ingleheld ; he alſo faith, he had a Houſe at Bromp- 
ton, in the County of Kent, where he reſided for 
two Years, and from whence he only removed laſt 
Michaelmas ; and at the Time he ſo lived and re- 
ſided there, he, the ſaid Captain John Nicholſon 
Inglefield, had a Houſe at Singlewell, in the County 
of Kent aforeſaid, which is not more than nine or 
ten Miles diſtant from the Houſes of each other; 
and he faith, he uſed, occaſionally, with Mrs. Par- 
ker, the Deponent 8 Wife, t to viſit at the Houſe of 
the ſaid Captain Nicholſon Inglefield; and he re- 
members once ſtaying there twe or three Days, by 
which Means he alſo became acquainted with Mrs. 
Ann Inglefield, the Producent ; and he ſaith, Cap- 
tain John Nichoiſon Inglefield aforeſaid, and the 
ſaid Ann Inglefield, his Wife, the Producent, 
atoreſaid, have returned the Viſit together, to his, 
the Deponent's Houſe, at Brompton aforeſaid, and 
have ſpent two or three Days at his Houſe at a 
Time; and he faith, from the Obſervations he has 
been able to make, of the Character and Conduct 
of the Producent, he has, and ever had, Reaſon to 
believe and eſteem her as a virtuous good Woman; 
and he ſaith, had he had any the ſeaſt Reaſon to 
have thought the Contrary, he and Mrs. Parker 
would moſt certainly have dropped her Acquain- 
tance; ſhe appeared to him, the Deponent, a du- 
tiful and attentive Wife, and verily believes ſhe 
was reſpected as ſuch by her Acquaintance, and 
others who knew her; he has ſeen John Webb, 
their Black Servant, but ſaith, he never took any 
Notice. of him than he ſhould. have done of any 
other Servant the Parties in this Cauſe might 
have had in their Service ; and further to the _ 
Alrticle 
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Article of the ſaid Allegation, he knows not to 
anſwer. 

To the fifth Article of the ſaid Allegation the 
Deponent ſaith, he never faw or ſuſpected any the 
leaſt improper Intercourſe between the ſaid Ann 
Inglefield, the Producent,, and John Webb, the 
black Servant, or with any other Perſon whatever ; 
and further, to the faid Article of the ſaid Allega- 
tion, he knows not to depoſe. 

To the ſixth Article of the faid Allegation, and 
to the Letter exhibited therein and pleaded, and 
propounded and marked. No. 1, by him carefully 
viewed and peruſed, he faith, he has divers Times 
ſeen the ſaid Captain John Nicholſon Inglefield 
write and alſo ſubſcribe his Name, and 1s thereby 
become acquainted with his Manner and Character 
of Hand Writing and Subſcription, and he faith, 
he verily, and in his Conſcience, believes the whole 
Series and Contents, and the Name J. N. Ingle- 
field thereto ſubſcribed, is all of the proper Hand 
Writing and Subſcription of the ſaid John Nichol- 


- ſon Inglefield, Party in this Cauſe ; and further, or 


otherwiſe, to the {aid Allegation or Exhibit, he 
knows not to 1" gp 
William Parker. 


The ſame Witneſs, on the Interrogatories. 


To the firſt Interrogatory he anſwers, he thinks 
and believes John Nicholſon Inglefield is a Perſon 
of an affable, humane, and indulgent Temper 
and Diſpoſition ; he anſwers, the Miniſtrant, as far 
as he obſerved, always, and upon every Occaſion, 
treated and behaved to his Wife, the Producent, 


with the greateſt Kindneſs, Love, and Affection, 


which, 
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which, he anſwers, made his, the Reſpondent's, 
Surprize the greater when he heard of the Accuſa- 
tions againſt the Producent; and further, to the 
{aid Interrogatory, he knows not to anſwer. 

To the ſecond Interrogatory he knows not to 
anſwer. 

To the third Interrogatory he anſwers, he was 
preſent, at the Requeſt of the Miniſtrant, when 
John Webb, the Black, was interrogated by the 
Reverend Mr. James Jones, of Rocheſter ; and he 
anſwers, he was ſtrictly admoniſhed by him and the 
Reverend Mr. Jones, previous to his giving his 
Depoſition before Edward Pilcher, Eſq; one of his 
Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the County of 
Kent; and he anſwers, he and the ſaid Mr. Pilcher 
joined in exhorting and endeavouring to prevail 
with the ſaid Black to tell the Truth, reſpecting 
his Familiarities with his Miſtreſs, the Producent, 
and if he had had carnal Knowledge of his Miſtreſs 
to confeſs the ſame ; the Reſpondent further an- 
ſwers, he cannot ſay there was any unfair Means 
practiſed upon the Black, or made uſe of to make 
him confeſs any Thing ; But he anſwers, after the 
Refpondent had heard the Story reſpecting the 
Criminality of the Producent, with the faid John 
' Webb, from the Miniſtrant, he confeſſes, when he 
attended his, the ſaid Black's, Examination, he be- 
came very much prejudiced againſt the Producent ; 
and the Black was defired to tell his Story, which 
he did freely; yet, after his Depoſition was re- 
duced into Writing, and every Sentence read over 
to him, to each of which he acknowledged the 
Truth, and when the Oath was adminiſtered to him, 
he ſhook every Limb, and was ſome Time before 
he was in Fact prevailed upon to take it; but, on 
being told, what he had depoſed he had confeſſed 

to 
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to be the Truth, what Objection could he have to 
{wear therefore to the Truth of it, he at Length 
did kiſs the Book; but, the Reſpondent now an- 
ſwers, he ſincerely believes, had the Black been ex- 
horted to have ſpoken favourably in behalf of his 
Miſtreſs, the Producent, he might have been in- 
duced to have taken an Oath either Way ; he an- 
ſwers, the Reverend Mr. Jones took Pains in ex- 
plaining the Nature of an Oath to the ſaid John 
Webb, and, as he beſt recollects, told him if he 
took a falſe Oath, he would not only be puniſhed 
in this World, but in the next; but he alſo an- 
ſwers, the ſaid John Webb was frequently aſked, if 
he-underſtood what was explaining to him, and he 
rephed he did, and he did appear to underſtand the 
ſame; and further, to the ſaid Interrogatory, he 
knows not to anſwer. 


To the fourth ry he anſwers, the ſaid 


1 ohn Webb, in the Preſence of the ſaid Mr. Pil- 


cher, Mr. Jones, and the Reſpondent, did deſcribe a 
variety of ſeducing and lewd Practices of his Miſ- 
treſs, fuch as kiſſing him, putting him upon her 
knee, putting her Hands into his Breeches, and 
other lewd and vicious Practices; but he anſwers, 
notwithſtanding he heſitated a great While before 
he took the Oath, and trembled every Nerve when 
he did; to the latter Part of the ſaid Interrogatory 
he anſwers in the Negative. 

To the fifth Interrogatory he anſwers, he has 
been various Times in Company with Captain 
John Nicholſon Inglefield, the Miniſtrant, and 
Ann Inglefield, the Producent, his Wife ; he al- 
ways thought Captain Inglefield treated her with 
Tenderneſs and Affection; nor had he, the Reſpon- 
dent, any Reaſon to believe that he had any Aver- 
fion to his Wife, or wiſhed to get rid of her, prior 
to 


6 


to the Time of her being charged with a criminal 
Intercourſe with John Webb; and the Reſpon- 
dent further and laſtly anſwers, when he and Mrs. 
Parker were upon a Viſit to the ſaid Captain Ingle- 
field and Mrs. Inglefield, at Singlewell, for three 
or four Days, he thought Captain Inglefield's Be- 
haviour to his Wife was . natured, tender, and 
affectionate; and further, he knows not to anſwer. 

William Parker. 


4 


This Depoſition of Captain Parker's gave riſe 
to a Letter from Captain Inglefield to 5 — Gen- 
tleman, in which Captain Inglefield writes: — 
The Proceſs being ended at the Commons, I 
* have a few Words to ſay to you on the ſingular 
« and unaccountable Manner in which you . 
« conducted yourſelf towards me; regarding you, 
« at the Time, as a Friend, and as a Man of Ho- 
* nour, you were the fir} Perſon I opened my 
« Mind to, on leaving the Scipio, the Day after 
« the Black had made his Conleſſion to me, and 
ce aſſiſted, in the ſame Character, at my Requeſt, 
© to examine the Black when he depoſed before 
« Mr. Pilcher, and made exactly the ſame Report 
<« to me as the other two Gentlemen.“ 

Captain Parker immediately anſwers this Letter: 
« Sir, your Letter of Saturday, I received Tueſday 
Evening, to which I ſcarcely know how to re- 
« ply, other than ſetting you right in a few Parti- 
« culars: You ſay, regarding me as a Friend, I 

cc Was 


bd. = P FW 
_— ” - I; 7 „ „„ „ 1 ST l 2 — 3 
- 4 Ugg Ie £.2. eee wa if conn. 6 


— = — 


( 158 ) 
te was the irt Perſon you opened your Mind to, 
te after leaving the Scipio, reſpecting the Affair of 
« Mrs. Inglefield and the Black, and that I after- 
* wards attended and affiſted at his Examination, 
© in that Character: — I was certainly preſent at 
«the Examination, but, I muſt tell you, had J 
te previouſy known the Buſineſs, I had not been 
© there; for, however great my Regard might 
ce have been for you at that Time, I ſhould have 
* conſidered it of too ferious a Nature to have had 


c any Thing to do with; you certainly cannot 


c 


A 


but recollect, you firſt related the Circumſtances 
© to me, when, by your own preffing Requeſt, I 
« met you at Mr. Pilcher's, fitting with that Gen- 
ce tleman, and the Reverend Mr. Jones, in their 
< Preſence, the Moment previous to the Exami- 
« nation,” | 

Captain Parker wrote to Mr. Pilcher, requeſt- 
ing an Anſwer to the following Queries: — © Did 


e it appear, from my Manner, when Captain Ingle- 


ce field related the Story, that I was acquainted 
© with it before I knew the Buſineſs I was come 
"upon, or did I appear to be a perfect Stranger 

te to it at that Time?“ ; 
Another Letter to the fame Purport was ad- 
dreſſed by Captain Parker to the Reverend Mr. 
Jones: — Theſe Gentlemen anſwered Captain Par- 
ker: — Firſt, Mr. Pilcher writes, © I have juſt 
« now received your Letter of the 6th Inſtant, and 
« perfectly well remember, when you came to my 
“ Houſe, to meet the Reverend Mr. Jones, on 
ce the unfortunate' Buſineſs of Captain Inglefield, 
* that you was much ſurprized when the Captain 
« unfolded the Buſineſs eo you that we met about; 
« and I am thoroughly ſatisfied you was not ac- 
% quainted with it till that Moment.“ 111 
e 
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The Reverend Mr. 15500 writes: As you de- 
r fire me to recollect, whether you appeared to 
e have any previous Knowledge of the Buſineſs 
cc tranſacted at Mr. Pilcher's, it did not appear to 
© me that you had any ſuch previous Knowledge.“ 
Then afterwards adds: © I can affure you, chat 
J had not any Knowledge of what was to be 
« brought on the Carpet at Mr. Pilchers, till a 
« very ſhort Time before you came in; fo that I 
may as juſtly ſay, that I was ſurprized i into be- 
« ing f preſent at that diſagreeable Affair as your- 
ce fell.” 

I have had Liberty to publiſh the above Quota- 
tions, but leave to the Public, and thoſe who have 
diſcourſed on the Subject, to make their own Com- 
ments; I cannot help obſerving, that the Friends 
who have ſo ſtrenuouſly efpoubed Captain Ingle- 
field's Cauſe, from an implicit Reliance on his Ve- 
racity, muſt now feel that ſole Prop to his Totter- 
ing Honour, effectually broken down. 


A Letter from Mr. Mills, to Mrs. Inglefield, re- 
ferred to in Note, Page 120. 


Maran, 


GREEABLE to your Requeſt, I ſhall rea- 

dily give you an Account of my Conduct 

towards John Webb, with full Permiſſion to pub- 
liſh it or not, as you may think proper. 

On Wedneſday, July 13, 1785, you ſent me a 


Meſſage, 
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Meſſage, to deſire I would call on you as ſoon as 
convenient; when I entered the Parlour, you 
ointed to a young Woman, and ſaid, that, fir, 

Y is Betty Wells, who will relate to you the Buſineſs 
4 I have troubled you upon. — Wells immediately 
| informed me ſhe had come from Cobham to make 
Mrs. Inglefield acquainted (by the expreſs Deſire 
of the Black) of Jack's unhappy State -of Mind, 
from having fworn falſely againſt his Miſtreſs, and 
with his earneſt. Wiſh, to do her every Juſtice in 
his Power, —I adviſed you immediately to let your 
Proctor know this important Piece of Intelligence. 
In a few Hours I attended you to the Commons, 
where Wells repeated to Mr. Abbot, what ſhe had 
before recited to me; Mr. Abbot ſaid he would 
confer with your Counſel on the Subject, and let 
me know the Reſult: On the next Day I received 
a Letter from him purporting, he had conſulted 
Doctor Harris, who recommended, to produce and 
examine Wehb as a Witneſs, as ſoon as poſſible. — 
On the next Day you diſpatched Church and Wells 
to fetch the Boy for Examination. — He arrived at 
my Houſe about ten o'Clock the ſame, Night, 
where, before ſeveral Witneſſes, I aſked him, if he 
had left Mr. Pilcher's Service of his own free Will ? 
—whether the Confeſſion, of having ſworn falſely 
againſt you, was a voluntary Confeſſion ? — and 
whether he had received, or expected to receive, 
any Reward for ſo doing? To theſe Queſtions, 
and others of the like Import, he anſwered to this 
Effect: That his quitting Mr. Pilcher was at his 
own earneſt Intreaty; that he wiſhed to eaſe his 
Conſcience of the Perjury he had been guilty of, 
by. diſavowing, in a public Court, what he had be- 
fore ſaid, and thereby make every Reparation in 
his Power, for the Injury he had done his ! 
anc 


r Lay ea Lo@ wg. 36 AA Es. 4 


3 


” 4 y _ 7 . 4 | o =_ 
, CADRE AS LUCK. i 


( 161 )) 
and that he had not received, been promiſed, or 
expected to receive any Reward, mediately, or im- 
mediately for the Meaſures he was now taking. 
From the general Account he then gave, I drew 
up a Writing, in the Form of an Affidavit, this I 
read aloud, and aſked him if he was willing to 
{wear to what he had heard me juſt read; he an- 
ſwered, with an inexpreſſible Satisfaction in his 
Countenance, yes: Finding the Boy could not 
read, I gave the Paper to Church, at whoſe Houſe 
he was to fleep, enjoining him, frequently to read 
it to him, that he might perfectly underſtand every 
Syllable there written, The next Morning I again 
examined him, and found him equally ſolicitous, as 
on the preceeding Night, to contradict what he 
had ſworn againſt you: Buſineſs obliging me to 
go that Morning to Town in a Coach, I took 
Webb with me; on the Way I called on Mx 
Ruſſel, to have the Boy ſworn; Mr. Ruſſell, for 
Reaſons given in my Depoſition, refuſed to ſwear 
him; I then drove to Mr. Gillam, at Rotherhith, 
to whom I made the ſame Requeſt as to Mr, 
Ruſſel, Mr. Gillam (with whom 1 had never be- 
fore converſed on the Subject of your Unhappi- 
neſs) after examining the Boy to certain Points of 
Religion, as well as to the Facts deſired to be 
iworn to, adminiſtered, with peculiar Solemniry, 
the Oath: He was next produced at the Com- 
mons, and on the 26th of July was there examined 
as a Witneſs, on your Allegations. From his 
coming to Greenwich, to this Day, he had boarded 
at my. Houſe, and ſlept at Church's; he had free 
Egreſs and Regreſs, and was under no Controul 
whatever; but always expreſſed ſtrong Apprehen- 
fions, leatt Captain Inglefield, or Mr. Pilcher, 
ſhould contrive Means to ſeize his Perſon and con- 
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vey him to the Weſt Indies, before he had relieved 
his Mind, by giving his Evidence in the Com- 
mons z he uſed to lay, that after his Examination 
was over, he ſhould not fear meeting Captain 
Inglefield, or his Maſter, Mr. Pilcher; his con- 
duct proves this, for the very next Day, after the 
Examination, he went to Rocheſter, and perſonally 
demanded, of Mr. Pilcher, his Wages and his 
Cloaths; on his Return he lodged and boarded 
in London, for the Purpoſe of getting himſelf a 
Place, and ſtrolled about the ſtreets as his Fancy 
led him. 

In the Portmanteau, ſent to my Houſe with 
his Cloaths, a Letter was found (not an anony- 
mous Letter, J can produce the Writer) to caution 
him to be careful where he went; © For,” ſays the 
Writer, © by a few Words which I heard from a 
* Perſon, it is certainly in Agitation to trepan 
10 you.” On reading this Letter, I ſaid to him, 
under theſe Circumſtances, London is not the 
Place for you to reſide in; I wrote to a Friend in 
the Country, requeſting he would get Lodgings 
for Webb in his Neighbourhood, till a Service 
ſhould offer; my Friend moſt generouſly took 
him into his own Service, and in a little While re- 
commended him to the Gentleman with whom 
he now lives, and has lived ever ſince. 

Am, Madam, 
your moſt humble Servant, 
Samuel Gillam Mills. 


Croom's Hill, Greenwich, 7 
July 7, 1787. 2 


